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As the New Year is swiftly approaching, it’s time to begin thinking and
planning for the summer conference.  SETHSA is excited as the plans for
conference start to take shape.  One new exciting development is the
art and essay contest.  Be sure to visit the Hall to view the display of the
student’s exhibits.

This year’s speakers will include Ginger Plowman, Founder of Preparing
the Way Ministries, Norm Wakefield with Spirit of Elijah Ministries, and
Doreen Morgan and her daughter, Faith, with Faithful Bookshop.  As the
months unfold, we will be sharing more information about our speakers
in the newsletter as well as on the web.

So, mark your calendars for June 5-6, 2009 and plan to attend the 23rd

annual Gulf Coast Home Education Conference.

JJJJJANUARYANUARYANUARYANUARYANUARY W W W W WORKSHOPSORKSHOPSORKSHOPSORKSHOPSORKSHOPS

It’s almost the end of the year and for many that means withdrawing
from public school.  Many families are deciding to not return to school
after the Christmas break.  There are a variety of reasons and each one
is important to that family.  Our goal is to help those who are looking for
the next step after the New Year begins.  On January 10, 2009, SETHSA
is excited to have the homeschool stores participate together in offering
help to new homeschoolers.  Each of the stores will be offering a mini
workshop to introduce families to homeschool and help them with all of
the details for getting started.  There will be staff at the store during the
day to counsel with and provide necessary information to those seeking
to homeschool.

Please keep this event in mind for someone you know who is considering
homeschooling in the New Year.  You may run across someone in your
church, neighborhood, or even your very own family.  You can give them
our web address www.sethsa.org for all the details.

The stores that will be participating in 2009 are:
     HEP Bookstore -  located I-45 South
      Ladybug Children’s Books and Homeschool Supplies – in the Kingwood
     area
     The Curious Mind Store – in the Katy area
     The Homeschool Store – 610 North Loop (north of downtown)

We will have all the details posted on the web and in the January edition
of The Teaching Pioneer.  Let’s get the word out to those who will be
starting this incredible journey.

NNNNNEWEWEWEWEW     WWWWWEBSITEEBSITEEBSITEEBSITEEBSITE F F F F FEAEAEAEAEATURETURETURETURETURE:::::

There have been many web changes in the last year and still more on the
way.  As you know, the Teaching Pioneer is a great way to keep up with all
the events going on for homeschoolers.  Sometimes, we are notified of
an event that we would like to pass on to area homeschoolers, but we
learn about it after the newsletter has been sent.  In an effort to keep
you up to date with all the events being offered, our calendar of events
on the web will host all the information received about each event.  If we
learn about something that is coming up after the newsletter has gone
out, we will post that information on the web.  We want our web to be a
valuable tool for homeschoolers and we hope that you will visit us on a
regular basis to see what’s new and keep up with all that is being offered
to our community of homeschool families.  The internet is a great way to
stay connected.  Be sure to bookmark us on your computer.
www.sethsa.org
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SSSSSPELLINGPELLINGPELLINGPELLINGPELLING B B B B BEEEEEEEEEE

There is still time for your support group to participate in the SETHSA
Spelling Bee.  As we prepare for the February Bee, remember that the
winner from our Bee will be headed to the Houston PBS Channel 8 city
wide Spelling Bee.  This is exciting because it will be televised on Chan-
nel 8!!  Just imagine – your student has the opportunity to appear on
public television to demonstrate his or her spelling skills!

GUIDELINES:
The SETHSA Bees are for students grades K – 8th.
All Bees must be held by the end of January.
The deadline for registering your winners with SETHSA is
January 31, 2009.

To register your group, please email us with the address where
the packet is to be sent at staff@sethsa.org.

INFORMATION FOR ADVANCING STUDENTS:
Date for all Bees:  Saturday, February 21, 2009
Location for all Bees:  Lindale Assembly of God

                                                    500 North Loop 610 East,  Houston

REGISTRATION:
     Just For Fun Bee:  8:00 am.  Competition starts at 8:30 am
     SETHSA Bees:9:30 amCompetition starts at approximately 10
     am, after JFF Bee.

DIRECTIONS TO LINDALE ASSEMBLY OF GOD:
     The church is on the NE quadrant of I-45and the North 610 Loop.
     Take the Irvington Exit north but travel back west on the 610 feeder,
     where the church is located a few blocks down on the right.
     The church is in view when on the Loop.

SETHSA News   CONT.

NNNNNAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONALALALALAL G G G G GEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHIC B B B B BEEEEEEEEEE

Seven primary topics, six students minimum, five trophies, 4th-8th

graders, three judges, two levels, one winner to advance to state…BLAST
OFF!  WHAT is it?  SETHSAs Geographic Bee!

Natl Geographic sets the minimum number of 4th – 8th graders at six
for an official Bee that will occur in January 2009.  SETHSA also offers
a “Just for Fun” Geography Bee for children in kindergarten through
third grade to enjoy the fun and promote study in geography.  U.S. and
world geography are both part of the competition.

The older groups first place winner will complete a written exam
afterwards.  One hundred qualifiers (chosen from the test results) in
each state go to the State Geography Bee; the Bee is usually in April and
qualifiers are notified by mail.

Contact Rhonda Bedee for a registration form at
spellingwon123@mindspring.com or check www.sethsa.org for the
registration link.

RRRRREADEADEADEADEAD     TOTOTOTOTO S S S S SUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEED

Hey, Moms, remember those long, fun-filled days at the amusement
park?  Well it’s time, once again.  The READ TO SUCCEED program offers
students the chance to participate in the Six Flags program.  That’s
right!!  Students can earn a free ticket to the Six Flags theme park in
either the San Antonio or Dallas area.  Teachers (that’s you, Mom) will
receive one ticket, as well. (Sorry, tickets will not be accepted at
Splashtown.)

To participate, students must be in K – 6th grade and read 6 hours of
recreational reading from December to February 15, 2009. Homework
and schoolwork do not count!

Sign up by simply emailing us at staff@sethsa.org and be sure to tell us
how many students will be participating.  We will be mailing out packets
in December to those who have registered with us.

For more details, go to our website at www.sethsa.org after the 1st of
December.  Additional information may be found at
http://www.weeklyreadercom/rts_faq.asp#12.

So be sure to sign up soon.  What a great way to spend the day with the
family!!

NNNNNEWEWEWEWEW C C C C CONTESTSONTESTSONTESTSONTESTSONTESTS C C C C COMINGOMINGOMINGOMINGOMING S S S S SOONOONOONOONOON

SETHSA wants to introduce two new ideas for homeschool students.
Seniors who will graduate in the spring of 2009 are invited to participate
in an essay scholarship.  Essays will be submitted to a committee for
review and one winner will be selected to receive a scholarship (amount
to be determined).  The second idea is an art contest with prizes and
awards given to the winners.  Students who paint on canvas, draw, or
enjoy photography should begin to think about submitting their art work
to be displayed and judged during the summer conference next year.
Watch the newsletter and the web for all the rules for entering both
contests.
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Southeast Texas Home School Association (SETHSA) is a volunteer, non-profit
501(c)3 organization committed to ministering to home schoolers in the southeast
area of Texas. We receive over 4000 phone calls per year in which we inform and
encourage new and veteran home educators.  SETHSA  provides central communication
through our monthly newsletter The Teaching Pioneer as well as on the  web, which
contains information on legal updates, local news, and activities.  SETHSA hosts an
annual conference each year with more than 130 workshops and 250 vendors, as well
as sponsoring Bees, reading incentive programs, homeschool days, and much more.

Individual subscriptions to The Teaching Pioneer are available.  Contact SETHSA
through e-mail or by the phone number listed below to find out more information.

Your financial contributions help SETHSA better minister to the homeschool
community and are tax deductible.   For more information or suggestions, e-mail,
call, or write to:

SETHSA
10592 - A  Fuqua #503                          Houston, Texas 77089

Service 281-756-9792                            Fax  281-756-8199
web page:  http://www.sethsa.org                      e-mail:  staff@sethsa.org

Submissions to The Teaching Pioneer  are accepted  and must be received electronically
or in writing by the 15th of the preceding month.  The newsletter is mailed or
electronically sent on or before the  30th of each month.  SETHSA  reserves the right
to edit articles for content and length.  Articles and reviews do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of the SETHSA board.  E-mail articles to publisher@sethsa.org.

NEWSLETTER WORKSHOPS
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BBBBBRAINRAINRAINRAINRAIN

By Jan Bedell, M. Ed

In Kindergarten, we learn about the five senses – touch, taste, sight,
smell and hearing.  As home educators, we must be keenly aware of
these senses as they are the inroads to the brain.  These senses build
pathways in our central nervous system, which keep many of our intri-
cate systems running.

The largest and possibly the most influential sense organ is the skin.
The skin has tactile receptors for both light touch and deep touch.  The
brain’s organization at this critical level affects many abilities in life
including: pattern of movement, coordination, spatial awareness, pen-
cil grasp, ability to potty train, and much, much more.

Why do you think summer babies develop more quickly than winter
babies?  Summer babies have more skin exposed!  Since an infant’s
central nervous system is just a step above a comma at birth, they need
intense stimulation of their sensory system.  For example, when a ba-
bies lies down on carpet, the brain receives information about soft and
warm; while lying on tile, the brain receives information about cold and
hard and surface irregularities; lying on linoleum or laminate provides
cool and smooth sensations; and lying skin to skin provides warmth and
comforting touch sensations.

These tactile sensitivities can cause distractibility, attention problems,
and an inability to stay on task, which are symptoms included on the
ADD/ADHD checklist.  These tactile inefficiencies can be addressed and
eliminated through the Neurodevelopmental Approach.

The good news is that these symptoms can be treated, even in older
children and adults.  One activity that helps to build the roadways in our
tactile system associated with deep sensation is an activity we call, Deep
Pressure.  Just as we intuitively play “this little piggy…” with an infant’s
toes; Deep Pressure is designed to give enough deep touch input to the
brain in order to normalize these sensations.

NEWSLETTER WORKSHOPS CONT.SETHSA News   CONT.

“What?” you may be saying “Put my little bundle on the floor?!”  Yes, this
is exactly what leading professionals in the field of neurodevelopment
are saying; put the child on the floor so the brain can receive the stimu-
lation it needs for proper development.

The following symptoms can occur from an immature tactile
system:

1. Irritated by tags in clothing, seems in socks, wearing
shoes, etc.

2. Clothing must be worn either really tight or very
loose

3. Overly sensitive to textures of clothing and/or food
4. Unusually rough when playing with friends
5. Avoids being hugged, kissed or even touched
6. Gets into other people’s “personal space”
7. Clumsy, bumps into things

UUUUUSEDSEDSEDSEDSED C C C C CURRICULUMURRICULUMURRICULUMURRICULUMURRICULUM:::::

Remember that during the school year you may have curriculum that you
want to sell.  Especially in the spring as we look toward conference and
planning our curriculum for the next year.  SETHSA offers a place on the
web for those who want to post items for sale or give-away.  SETHSA will
post your items for a month and then they will be removed.  If you want

to keep them on for awhile then let us know.  You
will need to provide a phone number or e-mail
address, and a description along with the price
of the curriculum.  Any arrangements will need
to be made between you and the other party.
This is just another great way to make use of our
website.  Be sure to bookmark us on your
computer.  www.sethsa.org
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• Great prices
• Over 100+ publishers

• Easy one-stop shopping

Visit our web site or call us for a free full-color catalog - 800-421-6645 Visit our web site or call us for a free full-color catalog - 800-421-6645 

Education
in the Shadow
of the Cross

HomeschoolingBooks.com/SE

• Great prices
• Over 100+ publishers

• Easy one-stop shopping

Complete Curriculum Packages • Large Selection of Books & Materials
Consultation Services Available • Christian Values Throughout!

Complete Curriculum Packages • Large Selection of Books & Materials
Consultation Services Available • Christian Values Throughout!

We can't promise another Einstein - but as a 
Homeschooler, Einstein never had our wide selection of 
excellent curriculum to choose from.

Stay on target , we have all the extras you’ll need to 
reach your Home Schooling Goals!

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

Deep Pressure should be done for 4 minutes, twice a day, for 6 to 8
months.  You should press up to the point of pain, starting with the tips
of the fingers and working up the arms to the shoulders.  Then, press on
the toes and work up the leg to just past the knee.

Tactile Stimulation is another activity that helps to normalize hyper
sensitivity to touch.  Use several pieces of rough and smooth textures
like burlap, corduroy, silk, satin, cotton, etc.  Gently rub each four limbs
for 30 seconds with one of the rough textures and then 30 seconds each
with a smooth texture. Total of 1 minute per limb.  Do this twice a day for
6 to 8 months and these sensitivities will begin to diminish and most
likely disappear completely.  www.littelgiantsteps.com

NEWSLETTER WORKSHOPS CONT.

TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS R R R R REGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONAL S S S S SCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR

Science is the window into the ‘awesomeness’ of our God!  Make this the
year you go from “meaning to” to “doing!”  Don’t miss out!  Join us this
year on April 4, 2009 at Tomball College Beckendorf Conference Center!
Take on the challenge of diving deeper into science while also having a
chance to be awarded great prizes.  This will be ICARE’s 13th year to
host the fair!  This past year, God made a miraculous provision that
allowed our 5 Grand Champions to receive $100 savings bonds and our
5 Reserve Grand Champions to receive $50 bonds, as well as science
related gifts.  Every student is recognized in our program, earns a
ribbon, and receives a gift pack.  These were made possible in 2008
through donations from ICARE, Full Measure Productions, and Revelation
Science.  We look forward to additional sponsors for we are now a
recognized non-profit organization, so that all donations are tax
deductible!  If you or your company are interested in being a sponsor,
please contact us at the email below.
Make sure to check out the article in this newsletter on a science fair
workshop that can help prepare your family to participate here or at
another fair.  Keep updated at www.texasregionalsciencefair.com or
contact Karen Garza at texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com.  Thank
you and we look forward to serving you!!
Fees:         $10 per exhibitor, teams limited to 2 students
Registration deadline:        Wednesday, March 20, 2009
NOTE on REGISTRATION:  Each year we receive late registrations that
make it difficult for our volunteer team, but we don’t want any student to
be left out, so this year late registrations fees are $15 per exhibitor and
will not be accepted after March 27, so please plan accordingly!

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

KVPKVPKVPKVPKVPAAAAAC’C’C’C’C’SSSSS FREE P FREE P FREE P FREE P FREE PERFORMANCEERFORMANCEERFORMANCEERFORMANCEERFORMANCE     OFOFOFOFOF     RRRRRUDOLPHUDOLPHUDOLPHUDOLPHUDOLPH,,,,,     TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE R R R R REDEDEDEDED-----
NNNNNOSEDOSEDOSEDOSEDOSED R R R R REINDEEREINDEEREINDEEREINDEEREINDEER

This ‘true story’ version depicts the origination of this classic Christmas
tale.  Too poor to buy presents one Christmas many years ago, Robert L.
Mays gifted his imaginative story to his daughter much to her delight.
Children around the world have enjoyed it ever since.

When: Saturday, December 20 at 10:00am
Where: LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, located at 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd,
Katy, TX 77494

Tariff: FREE Breakfast with Santa Celebration

Contact: Lisa Connolly, KVPAC Marketing Director, 281-829-2787,
lconnolly@KVPAC.org, www.KVPAC.org
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KVPKVPKVPKVPKVPAAAAAC’C’C’C’C’SSSSS     WWWWWINTERINTERINTERINTERINTER B B B B BREAKREAKREAKREAKREAK C C C C CAMPAMPAMPAMPAMP     WWWWWEEKEEKEEKEEKEEK

Campers, ages 3-12, turn their inner artist loose and take a creative
self-guided journey exploring many facets of the arts: theatre, drama,
storytelling, drawing, painting, music, sculpture and more. Campers pre-
pare a special presentation on the last day for family and friends. AM and
PM camps have new curriculum and projects. Campers are divided by
age into groups with age appropriate activities and curriculum. Full day
campers bring a lunch. Tuition: $330, $300/KVPAC member.

When: Monday-Friday, December 29, 2008- January 2, 2009, 9:30am-
4:00pm
 Where: The Katy Visual & Performing Arts Center, located in the
Great Southwest Equestrian Center, 2501 Mason Road #290, Katy,
TX 77450

Please register today ONLINE at www.KVPAC.org.  For KVPAC Member-
ship info, please call 281-829-ARTS.

Contact: Lisa Connolly, KVPAC Marketing Director, 281-829-2787,
lconnolly@KVPAC.org, www.KVPAC.org

SSSSSCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR W W W W WORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOP

Have you wanted to participate in a science fair, but were worried you
would not know what to do?  Maybe you were concerned that when you
got there it would not look right.  Perhaps you have participated and you
want to bump the project up a notch.  Rest easy!  There is help.  Karen
Garza, coordinator of the Texas Regional Science Fair, is presenting a
hands-on workshop on science fairs to get you and your students pre-
pared.  There will even be past student display boards set up to get ideas
from.  It is set for Saturday, February 21, 2009 from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm
at Tomball College Beckendorf Conference Center.  This forum is set up
for students K-12th and their parents.  It would be helpful if arrange-
ments were made for younger children.  Nursing babies are welcome.
Topics to be covered are:
  9:00 – 10:00 am – Project Brainstorming
10:15 – 11:15 am – Now What?
11:30 – 12:30 am – Board Design & Interview Tips
12:30  –  1:30 pm - Lunch (pre-paid) – Q&A + Networking
The last session time is for finishing and developing in greater detail any
of the areas presented in each session, Q&A, and lunch.  This time frame
is optional.  Pre-paid lunch of pizza and drink is $6 per person.  You can
also bring your lunch.  The fee is $15 per family to cover teaching
materials and handouts.  Deadline to receive registration is February
11, so make sure to mail your registration no later than February 9.
After this date it is late registration, which is $20 and will need to be
received no later than February 18.
For more information or to register, please contact Karen Garza at 281-
370-6222 or texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com.  For up to date in-
formation visit: www.texasregionalsciencefair.com

IIIIIPPPPPODODODODOD D D D D DRIVINGRIVINGRIVINGRIVINGRIVING S S S S SCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL!!!!!

A new website, www.teenlivedrive.com, allows teenagers to download
video files that play on iPods, iPhones, iTunes and in QuickTime on
desktops and laptops.  Parents can now send teenagers for an instruc-
tional drive on REAL ROADS, online, without the high cost of gas &
stress!  Teen Live Drive offers real life road driving on the web and posts
links to driver test manuals in each state.  For more information, visit the
website at www.teenlivedrive.com or call (512) 346-0009.
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KKKKKAAAAATYTYTYTYTY C C C C COMMUNITYOMMUNITYOMMUNITYOMMUNITYOMMUNITY     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATRETRETRETRETRE     AAAAADULDULDULDULDULTTTTT     AAAAAUDITIONSUDITIONSUDITIONSUDITIONSUDITIONS     FORFORFORFORFOR     TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE O O O O ODDDDDDDDDD

CCCCCOUPLEOUPLEOUPLEOUPLEOUPLE ( ( ( ( (FEMALEFEMALEFEMALEFEMALEFEMALE     VERSIONVERSIONVERSIONVERSIONVERSION)))))

Neil Simon’s famous update of his contemporary classic starts with a
group of women friends playing their regular game of Trivial Pursuit.
This week, they meet at the apartment of Olive Madison, a divorcee who
freely admits to being a slob: “I leave a mess when I read a book.” Late to
arrive is Florence Unger, a stickler for detail who would try the patience
of a saint, and who has unfortunately just become separated from her
husband. As life would have it, the slob and the fuss-budget decide to
room together -- with hilarious results!
     When: Monday, December 1 at 7:00pm to 9:00pm
     Where: The Katy Visual & Performing Arts Center, located in the
Great Southwest Equestrian Center, 2501 Mason Road #290, Katy, TX
77450.

Please e-mail Jill Manser at mailto:jillmanser@earthlink.net to be placed
on the audition list or for more information. Please bring a resume,
headshot and come prepared with a short monologue. In addition, you
will be asked to do cold readings from the script.  Backstage and tech
crew is also needed.  Performances slated for: 2/13, 2/14, 2/20, 2/21,
2/27 and 2/28 at 8pm.  Rehearsals begin 12/9; no rehearsals over the
holidays.

KVPKVPKVPKVPKVPAAAAAC PC PC PC PC PRRRRRODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTION     OFOFOFOFOF     BBBBBAHAHAHAHAH,,,,, H H H H HUMBUMBUMBUMBUMBUGUGUGUGUG!!!!!
Come share the magic of this wonderful musical adaptation of everyone’s
favorite Christmas classic! Bill Francoeur’s original music beautifully ac-
companies this uplifting retelling.  “Bah, Humbug!” Ebenezer sings,
dooming himself to visits from three Christmas spirits. With the first
ghost, he sees his sister Fanny as they sing “One Last Christmas.” Next,
Scrooge is taken to the home of his employee, Beth Cratchit, where Tiny
Tim sings “God Bless Us, Everyone.” Finally, Scrooge watches as the
entire town celebrates with “He’s Dead and Buried!” Ebenezer’s revela-
tion that “Life Was Meant to Live” brings a heart-warming conclusion to
Dickens’ beloved tale.
          When: Friday, December 12 at 7pm & Saturday, December 13 at
   2pm  and 7pm
   Where: The Katy Visual & Performing Arts Center, located in the
   Great Southwest Equestrian Center, 2501 Mason Road #290, Katy,
   TX 77450

Tariff: Tickets are $7.00/ adult & $5.00/ child and can be purchased
ONLINE at www.KVPAC.org.  Admission to the matinee performance is
free-of-charge to KVPAC members (phone reservation required ~ call
281-829-ARTS).

FFFFFEDERALEDERALEDERALEDERALEDERAL R R R R RESERESERESERESERESERVEVEVEVEVE E E E E ESSASSASSASSASSAYYYYY C C C C CONTESTONTESTONTESTONTESTONTEST

Tell me a story...

The line is heard at bedtime in homes around the world. Childhood is
filled with stories, fairy tales, fables, legends and myths. There may be a
moral to the story, but does it reveal an economic lesson? Think about
one of your favorite stories. Are there any economic concepts to be
found in the characters and story line? Your task is to delve into the plot
and the characters to reveal the economics that hide within the pages.

The Task
Select a story and write an essay describing how it demonstrates one or
more important economic principles. Does the story teach or illustrate a
truth about economics? How do economic concepts shape the characters’
decisions? Assume that your reader is not familiar with the story.

The Details
The contest is open to 11th and 12th grade students in the Eleventh
Federal Reserve District, which covers Texas, northern Louisiana and
southern New Mexico. Participants submit essays to the appropriate
office of the Dallas Fed, as determined by the location of their school.
(See the Eleventh District counties <../../fed/counties.cfm>.)

Essay Deadline: March 4
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HHHHHEAEAEAEAEAVENVENVENVENVEN S S S S SENTENTENTENTENT C C C C CHORALEHORALEHORALEHORALEHORALE

In November Heaven Sent Chorale participated in the Texas Music
Educator’s Assoc. auditions for region nine and 15 students were cho-
sen to sing in a  choir, nine of those will be moving to the next level of
competition. On Dec. 5 the choir will performing in concert at First
Presbyterian Church in Pasadena. On Dec. 12 the Chorale (high school
level students) will sing at Tomball Museum Church. Both performances
are free and open to the public. Heaven Sent Choir strives to provide a
high-quality, Christ-centered music education program to home schooled
students in grades 1 through 12. Directed by Leland Fleming,  Heaven
Sent, is a non-profit organization that ministers to the community
throughout the year in a variety of venues including  hospitals, nursing
homes, and community events.  Students from the entire Houston met-
ropolitan area meet for rehearsals at a central location near  I-45
North and Beltway 8. Enrollment for the Spring semester is now open.
For more information about Heaven Sent Choir call Kathie Fleming at
281-635-2365 or visit the website at www.heavensentchoirs.org.

CCCCCHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIAN     YYYYYOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTH     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATERTERTERTERTER P P P P PRESENTSRESENTSRESENTSRESENTSRESENTS N N N N NARNIAARNIAARNIAARNIAARNIA

Come with us through the wardrobe to the magical land of Narnia as CYT
Houston presents a musical version of C. S. Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch,
and the Wardrobe.  The production will be at The Nancy Bock Center for
the Performing Arts, 3800 S Panther Creek Drive in The Woodlands, and
will have shows on January 16th, 17th, 18th, 24th, and 25th.  On Friday,
January 16th, there will be special School Day performances at 9:30 am
and 12:00 pm at the discounted price of $5 per ticket, minimum pur-
chase 10 tickets.  For more details go to our website, www.cythouston.org.
Tickets will be available to purchase online.

Our spring classes for the Spring/Woodlands area will begin in early
February.  Students 8-18 enrolled in the spring classes will be eligible to
audition for our production of Annie.  Conroe/Montgomery classes will
begin in late January.  Those students will be eligible to audition for The
Wizard of Oz.

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATERTERTERTERTER D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

Homeschool theater discounts will be available in the coming weeks for
both BAA and TUTS shows: Please check http://www.jsoft.com/archive/
taffie/theater/ for more information. TUTS offers will expire on Dec 7th
for White Christmas and Les Misearables.
For BAA Houston, we have already completed Fiddler on the Roof,
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and Wizard of OZ. Thanks for the orders. The
offer for Phantom of the Opera will be available at a later date. When
offers become active, orders must be placed before the offers expire or
you will not get the homeschool discount. Questions contact Susan
Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com.

TTTTTOOOOOYYYYYOOOOOTTTTTAAAAA C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

Current active homeschool offers at Toyota Center in Houston.
1. Playhouse Disney December 21, 2008 at 12:30pm and 3:30pm
Deadline to purchase tickets will be December 5th, 2008.
2.Radio City Christmas Spectacular - January 2-4, 2009 Deadline to
purchase tickets will be December 18, 2008.
3. Harlem Globetrotters - February 6-7, 2009 Deadline to purchase
tickets will be January 23, 2009.
For further information including order forms and ticket prices go to:
http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/Toyota.html
To pre-order tickets for homeschool groups sales:
1. Call  Courtney Aldrich at  713-758-7577  or 2. Fax your order to 713-
758-7555  or 3. Send your completed order form and payment to the
address listed on the form.
Questions email Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com These offer are open
to all homeschoolers, friends and family.



December 2008 Page 8

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT. WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

CCCCCENTRALENTRALENTRALENTRALENTRAL T T T T TEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL C C C C COLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGE F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR

Saturday December 6, 2008 from 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM
Crestview Baptist Church
7600 Woodrow Avenue, Austin, TX
5 blocks south of Anderson Lane - between Burnet and Lamar Anyone
who is interested in attending college is welcome to attend.
No registration fee will be charged - no reservation will be required.
http://onedayacademy.com/about/events/college-fair/

SSSSSEMIEMIEMIEMIEMI-F-F-F-F-FORMALORMALORMALORMALORMAL 2009  2009  2009  2009  2009 INININININ C C C C CONROEONROEONROEONROEONROE

This is open to all area homeschool high school students.  We are working
on details for the High School Semi Formal.  We had a great time last
year in Paris.  The theme this year is still being discussed, but we expect
the same flair and awesome décor.  Once again we have the Lone Star
Convention Center Reserved.  We have two dates that we are waiting to
see which we can do April 17 or May 1.  We will have more details soon.

Contact for details:  Billie jo Craig 936-890-2033
billiejocr@yahoo.com

CCCCCONRONRONRONRONROEOEOEOEOE     AAAAAREAREAREAREAREA C C C C CHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIAN H H H H HOMEOMEOMEOMEOME E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS (CA (CA (CA (CA (CACHE)CHE)CHE)CHE)CHE)

CACHE holds its graduation ceremonies in May of each school year.
Families with seniors must be CACHE members by December 1 to
participate in CACHE’s Graduation Ceremony. Call 936/756-4648 for
information.  Membership forms are at:
http://www.cacheonline.org/join.htm
Parents and children 12 and older must read the CACHE Guidelines &
agree to abide by these Guidelines.

HHHHHOMEOMEOMEOMEOME S S S S SCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL C C C C COMMUNICAOMMUNICAOMMUNICAOMMUNICAOMMUNICATIONTIONTIONTIONTION N N N N NETWETWETWETWETWORKORKORKORKORK (HSCN) (HSCN) (HSCN) (HSCN) (HSCN)

To join the HSCN_Grad2009 yahoo group, you must attend the first
information meeting, and/or submit paid graduation application.   We will
have an information meeting in February 2009 at Cy-Fair College Branch
Library (9191 Barker-Cypress Rd, Cypress, TX 77433)

Location: Cypress Bible Church 11711 Cypress N. Houston Rd. Cypress)
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009 Time: 3 pm

Graduation application deadline: March 1st,2009 Graduation Require-
ments: Must be homeschooled for at least a year prior to graduating,
must sign a Conduct agreement.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HSCN_Graduation/

HCYHCYHCYHCYHCYA GA GA GA GA GRADURADURADURADURADUAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTION 2009 2009 2009 2009 2009

Homeschool Christian Youth Association’s graduation will be held on May
30, 2009. Space is limited to the first 100 graduates.  Information will
be available in November. If you would like to be put on an email list to be
notified when the 2009 Package is ready, click on the following link to
send an email to graduation@hcya.org Make sure “Notify for 2009” is in
the Subject line.

The Homeschool Christian Youth Association is a distinctly Christian
organization. Applicants must carefully read the HCYA Statement of
Belief and Purpose and acknowledge that Graduation will be conducted
as a Christian event. Prospective graduates should have been home
schooled a minimum of two years.  http://www.hcya.org/graduation.htm

Download your graduation application package todayby going to http://
hcya.org/graduation.htm.
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HEP GHEP GHEP GHEP GHEP GRADURADURADURADURADUAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTION 2009 2009 2009 2009 2009

Home Education Partnership of Texas Graduation 2009 will be held on
May 9, 2009 at 10 am Sagemont Church - Houston, TX.  Registrations
for 2009 are now being taken. We are 2/3 full already!  You may sign up
via e-mail to Mrs. Freeman, who will coordinate the 2009 Graduation
at chefkf@gmail.com Meeting # 2 - January 21 Invitations, Caps/
Gowns will be ordered.  Picture and Video Recording dates announced.
Graduation Practice - May 8, 2009
http://www.homeeducationpartnership.com/graduation.htm

SSSSSCHOLASTICCHOLASTICCHOLASTICCHOLASTICCHOLASTIC W W W W WAREHOUSEAREHOUSEAREHOUSEAREHOUSEAREHOUSE B B B B BOOKSALESOOKSALESOOKSALESOOKSALESOOKSALES

Each December and May, Scholastic Warehouses hold special half-price
sales to thank educators for their support. Thousands of books for all
ages to choose from, all at 50% off.

Please keep in mind that this is a working warehouse so all children must
be closely supervised at all times. Strongly recommend keeping small
children at home.

For complete list of locations dates see:
http: / /www.scholast ic.com/bookfairs/events/warehouse/
states.asp?st_abbrev=TX

There are secondary sales in Katy,  Humble and UH Clear Lake Houston
Warehouse -  (877) 714-8292 7400 Security Way, Houston, TX 77040
(Hwy 290 and Beltway 8)  From Highway 290 exit Senate at third light
do U-Turn, go under the Highway. Stay on access road turn Right on
Security Way Houston dates:  Wed., 12/03/2008 - Sat., 12/20/2008
Closed Sundays

HHHHHOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON M M M M MUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUM E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS O O O O OPENPENPENPENPEN H H H H HOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSE

Date: January 24, 2009
Learn about the educational resources, trainings, programs, tools and
field trips available to teachers. Free museum admisison for educators
only. Family members and guests attending with educators are subject
to admission fees.

Watch website for updates, event hours, registration details.  Note the
free museum day for families that was to be held on September 20, 2008
was canceled due to IKE. Museum District Day for families returns Saturday,
September 12, 2009.
Houston Museum District  http://www.houstonmuseumdistrict.org/

WWWWWHOLEHOLEHOLEHOLEHOLEHHHHHEARTEDEARTEDEARTEDEARTEDEARTED M M M M MOTHEROTHEROTHEROTHEROTHER C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

Date: February 20-21, 2009
The Dallas Marriott Las Colinas
223 West Las Colinas Boulevard
A two-day hotel conference and getaway designed especially for Christian
mothers, now in its 11th year of ministering to moms. This year, in a time
of faith-challenging uncertainty, Sally’s heart is to give moms the ability
to “smile at the future” like the Proverbs 31 mother. You heart will be
strengthened and encouraged for the life of trust and faith to which God
has called you in raising wholehearted children at home. The conference
also includes inspiring guest speakers, practical workshops, inspirational
worship, a seated banquet luncheon, book tables, and more.
Special Registration, $75 thru November 28 Early Registration, $85
thru January 23 Regular Registration, $95 after January 23
Note: Conference Registration does not include a hotel room. Hotel
Rates: $83.00/night (flat rate) Rate Cutoff: February 6, 2009 The
WholeHearted Mother Conference
http://www.wholeheart.org/whcalendaritem.php?eventid=23
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TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS BEST BEST BEST BEST BEST

Texas BEST was held Nov 14-15 at the University of North Texas in
Denton. A number of homeschool teams participated after winning at
their local hubs. For winning team results, go to: http://www.eng.unt.edu/
texasbest/.  There will also be several homeschool teams participating in
Frontier Trails BEST on Dec 5-6, 2009 at Fort Smith Arkansas. http://
www.uafortsmith.edu/FTBEST.  For more about BEST go to: http://
www.bestinc.org/

FFFFFIRSTIRSTIRSTIRSTIRST L L L L LEGOEGOEGOEGOEGO L L L L LEAGUEEAGUEEAGUEEAGUEEAGUE S S S S SCHEDULECHEDULECHEDULECHEDULECHEDULE

FIRST LEGO League (FLL) for 9-14 year olds Due to Hurricane Ike we
have made several adjustments to the 2008 South Texas FLL tournament
season. All teams will compete in a single Championship Tournament to
be held January 10, 2009 at the Campus Recreation and Wellness Center,
University of Houston Central Campus. A practice day will be held
December 6, 2008. (Location to be announced) http://core.tech.uh.edu/
core2008flltournament.htm.  There are also FLL competitions in Austin,
Dallas, and Amarillo in Dec/Jan.  http://firstlegoleague.org/

RRRRROBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFEST -  -  -  -  - FORFORFORFORFOR 5 5 5 5 5THTHTHTHTH-12-12-12-12-12THTHTHTHTH G G G G GRADERSRADERSRADERSRADERSRADERS

Students design, construct and program their robots while learning
problem-solving techniques, mathematics, logic, creativity, physics,
electronics, mechanics, teamwork, computers and computer
programming.  Started at Lawrence Tech in 2000, Robofest has grown
rapidly.

Robofest - 2009 - watch for updates for TX locations, team registrations
open in December.  Qualifying Competition Sites are held in March and
April of 2009. Top teams from each site will qualify to move on to
compete at the World Robofest Championships, which will be held on the
campus of LTU on Saturday, May 2, 2009. www.robofest.net

RRRRROBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFEST C C C C CYPRESSYPRESSYPRESSYPRESSYPRESS T T T T TEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS R R R R REGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONAL  - 2009  - 2009  - 2009  - 2009  - 2009

Date: April 4, 2009
Location: Cypress Springs High School, 7909 Fry Road, Cypress, TX.
There will also be a Robofest in Austin for 2009 plans are still being
confirmed.
Note: We will NOT be hosting Robofest Houston for 2009 so interested
TX teams can go to either Cypress or Austin or other TX  locations as they
are announced.  Questions contact Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com.  To
learn more about various robotics programs visit:  http://www.jsoft.com/
archive/robotics/

FIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGE

The FIRST Tech Challenge is a mid-level robotics competition principally
for high-school-aged students. It offers the traditional challenge of a
FIRST competition but with a more accessible and affordable robotics kit.
The ultimate goal of FTC is to reach more young people with a lower-
cost, more accessible opportunity to discover the excitement and rewards
of science, technology, and engineering.

Southwest FTC Championship Tournament
University of Texas at Arlington, Arlington, TX
1/31/2009
Alamo FTC Championship Tournament
A T & T Center
San Antonio, TX,
http://www.usfirst.org/

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL     AAAAAFTERFTERFTERFTERFTER H H H H HOURSOURSOURSOURSOURS     AAAAADDDDDVENTUREVENTUREVENTUREVENTUREVENTURE     AAAAATTTTT S S S S SPPPPPAAAAACECECECECE C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER

HHHHHOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON - N - N - N - N - NEWEWEWEWEW D D D D DAAAAATETETETETE!!!!!

Date: December 9, 2008 5 pm – 10 pm
Location: Clear Lake (Houston)
After hours program, originally scheduled on October 7, has been MOVED
to Dec 9th due to limited hotel space post hurricane Ike.  We are accepting
new registrations for that date.  Families of all ages are invited.  This
After Hours Adventure is open to homeschool families only!!!  For further
information, call: (281) 244-2164.  http://www.spacecenter.org/
SchoolOvernightHomeschool.html
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EEEEEVENINGSVENINGSVENINGSVENINGSVENINGS     FORFORFORFORFOR E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS     AAAAATTTTT MF MF MF MF MFAHAHAHAHAH

Date: January 13, 2009 from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Is That Art? Modern and Contemporary Art at the MFAH.  Registration
is $5 at the event, and pre-registration is not necessary.  For more
information, call 713-639-7590 or e-mail schools@mfah.org
The Museum of Fine Arts (Houston).  http://mfah.org/

AAAAAGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELAND S S S S SAAAAATURDTURDTURDTURDTURDAAAAAYYYYY

Date: February 21, 2009
Location: College Station
http://www.tamu.edu/aggiesaturday/

EEEEEXPLXPLXPLXPLXPLOREOREOREOREORE UT L UT L UT L UT L UT LEARNINGEARNINGEARNINGEARNINGEARNING F F F F FUNUNUNUNUN D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY

Date: March 7, 2009
Location: Austin
http://www.utexas.edu/events/exploreut/

NNNNNAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONALALALALAL H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL B B B B BASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBALLALLALLALLALL     TTTTTOURNOURNOURNOURNOURNAMENTAMENTAMENTAMENTAMENT

Date: March 16-21, 2009
Location: Springfield MO *new location*
The Annual National Christian Homeschool Basketball Championships has moved!
After 8 years in OK, the new location will be Springfield MO. The tournament
featuring about 3,000 players from across the country will be held at more than
two dozen Springfield locations from March 16 to 21, 2009. Springfield will be
the site of the tournament through at least 2011.
http://basketballnationals.blogspot.com
www.homeschoolbasketball.com

NNNNNOOOOO M M M M MOODOODOODOODOODYYYYY G G G G GARDENSARDENSARDENSARDENSARDENS E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTOROROROROR O O O O OPENPENPENPENPEN H H H H HOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSE

Due to Hurricane Ike, we will not be hosting this event for the
2008-2009 school year.  The next Educator Open House will be October
3, 2009.  http://www.moodygardens.com/teaching_learning/
educator_programs/

TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS BEST  BEST  BEST  BEST  BEST ROBOTICSROBOTICSROBOTICSROBOTICSROBOTICS     AWARDSAWARDSAWARDSAWARDSAWARDS

Congratulations to all the homeschool teams that won awards!

Texas BEST was held at the University of North Texas on Nov 14-15,
2008 http://www.eng.unt.edu/texasbest/ Congratulations to all the teams.

Texas BEST 2008 Award winners
h t t p : / / w w w. e n g. u n t . e d u / t ex a s b e s t / a s s e t s / p d f s /
Texas%20BEST%202008%20Winners.pdf

BEST AWARD 1st Texoma Home Educators
GAME AWARD 3rd Tech Homeschool
BEST Notebook Texoma Home Educators
BEST Spirit/Sportmanship Texoma Home Educators FOUNDER’S AWARD
1st Brazos Valley Area Homeschoolers Most Robust 1st Tech Homeschool

Most Elegant
2nd Fort Worth Area Homeschoolers
3rd Tech Homeschool

There are 2 more regional BEST events:
Frontier Trail BEST will be held Dec 5-6 in Fort Smith Arkansas http://
www.uafortsmith.edu/FTBEST will include TX Gulf Coast teams that could
not participate in Texas BEST due to IKE delays as well as teams from
Arkansas, OK, Kansas, ND, MO

South’s BEST will be held Dec 12-13 at Auburn University.  http://
www.southsbest.org/.  Illinois, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Tennessee,
Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, and Alabama


