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Southeast Texas Home School Association

Upcoming Events
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February 23  -  Just For Fun Bee pg. 01
February 28 - Homeschool After Hours Space Adventure pg. 08

SSSSSUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMER C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE
     It’s time to start looking toward this year’s summer conference.
The dates are June 6-7, 2008 at Reliant Park.   We at SETHSA are
excited about what will be happening at this year’s event.  The
conference promises to be loaded with refreshing ideas, helpful
information, and some new surprises along the way.  Please watch the
“Teaching Pioneer” for more details and be sure to keep an eye on
the website as we lay out the plans for this year’s conference.  The
web will keep you up to date on what’s in store.  You will find informa-
tion about workshops, registration, exhibitors, and much more.
Please visit us at www.sethsa.org.

SSSSSPEAKERSPEAKERSPEAKERSPEAKERSPEAKERS F F F F FOROROROROR T T T T THEHEHEHEHE S S S S SUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMER C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

     SETHSA  would like to welcome to our conference Mr. Andrew Pudewa
with the Institute for Excellence in Writing, Dr. and Mrs Jenna Dee Mar-
tin with Biblical Discipleship Ministries, and Mrs. Johnnie Seago with
P.A.C.E.S.   Mr. Pudewa and Dr. Martin will be our keynote speakers.  This
year we are planning a ladies retreat within the conference.  This will be
a time of refreshing and renewal for all homeschool moms.  Mrs. Martin
and Mrs. Seago will be our keynote speakers for the ladies’ conference.
You will want to make plans to attend.  This retreat will speak to you in
many ways as these wonderful women encourage, renew the fire, and,
yes, entertain you with their life experiences.  It promises to be a won-
derful time for mom to get away and be recharged.  There will be
exciting activities included in the weekend and fun door prizes to win.
There will also be many workshops to help you in your homeschooling
endeavors and to train you to do your job more effectively.  SETHSA will
keep you posted on all of the upcoming events.  So make plans to get
away and attend this great weekend, and remember to visit our website
for the latest updates: www.sethsa.org.

SSSSSPELLINGPELLINGPELLINGPELLINGPELLING B B B B BEEEEEEEEEE

     SETHSA and The Houston Chronicle have partnered for about 20
years to provide an avenue for homeschoolers to participate in a Scripps
Spelling Bee, being counted as representing a school district.  SETHSA is
also charged with the responsibility of including any participating char-
ter or alternative schools.  Our spellers have excelled, with at least one
taking second place at The Chronicle!  Considering that this is the “gate-
way” to Nationals (with all that scholarship money!), that’s fantastic!
     In addition, SETHSA volunteers pioneered the “Just For Fun” Bee
years ago (exclusive to homeschoolers) to supply a less-pressured sce-
nario for children in grades K-3, using a fourth-grade level word list
formatted for study.  Support groups may register 1st and 2nd place
winners to advance to it.  Your student does not have to be an amazing
speller to participate!  A family game night is a great way to use Spelling
Bee words to practice.
     Saturday, February 23, is the date at Hosanna Lutheran Church in
northwest Houston, 16526 Ella Blvd., Houston, TX 77090.  From I-45
heading north, exit Richey Rd. and turn left, then right on Ella Blvd.  The
church is across from Westfield High School in Spring school district.  All
advancing spellers please check with your support group coordinator
concerning your registration and the rules for the SETHSA District Bee.
Just For Fun Bee begins at 9:00 a.m. and Scripps District Bees at ap-
proximately 10:00.  Guests are welcome!  Cheer on the students, test
your own spelling, check out the process for next year!
     Support Groups and individual families may register their winners
through January 31.  Any questions on individual registration or delayed
registration forms should be addressed to Rhonda Bedee, Interim Con-
test Coordinator, at spellingwon123@mindspring.com.

RRRRREADEADEADEADEAD T T T T TOOOOO S S S S SUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEED

     ATTENTION Support Group Coordinators:  Read to Succeed 2008
Deadline Read to Succeed is underway and the kids should be reading
up a storm to meet the 300 minute reading goal to earn their free
Six Flags ticket.  Reading must be completed by February 16th and
your support group participants list emailed to Debbie Gott by
Monday February 18th.  If you have not notified SETHSA of your
group’s participation with us in the Read to Succeed program for this
year, it is not too late to do so.  Send an email to
debbie_gott@yahoo.com with your group’s name and the coordinator
name and we will send you the details for this exciting opportunity.

RRRRREADEADEADEADEAD T T T T TOOOOO S S S S SUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEEDUCCEED     (CONT)

     Have your students begin reading now and remember it must be
recreational reading only-no school work can be counted toward this
300 minute reading goal.
     Individual families may still participate.  Send an email to the address
listed above for more information.
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Southeast Texas Home School Association (SETHSA) is a volunteer, non-profit
501(c)3 organization committed to ministering to home schoolers in the southeast
area of Texas. We receive over 4000 phone calls per year in which we inform and
encourage new and veteran home educators.  SETHSA  provides central communication
through our monthly newsletter The Teaching Pioneer as well as on the  web, which
contains information on legal updates, local news, and activities.  SETHSA hosts an
annual conference each year with more than 130 workshops and 250 vendors, as well
as sponsoring Bees, reading incentive programs, homeschool days, and much more.

Individual subscriptions to The Teaching Pioneer are available.  Contact SETHSA
through e-mail or by the phone number listed below to find out more information.

Your financial contributions help SETHSA better minister to the homeschool
community and are tax deductible.   For more information or suggestions, e-mail,
call, or write to:

SETHSA
PMB 297      4950 FM 1960 W.  #A-7                Houston, Texas 77069
Answering Service 281-756-9792                            FAX  281-756-8199

web page:  http://www.sethsa.org                      e-mail:  staff@sethsa.org

Submissions to The Teaching Pioneer  are accepted  and must be received electronically
or in writing by the 15th of the preceding month.  The newsletter is mailed or
electronically sent on or before the 22nd  of each month.  SETHSA  reserves the right
to edit articles for content and length.  Articles and reviews do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of the SETHSA board.  E-mail articles to publisher@sethsa.org.

HSLDA  News

SSSSSCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL D D D D DISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICT B B B B BADGERSADGERSADGERSADGERSADGERS F F F F FAMILAMILAMILAMILAMILYYYYY     THATHATHATHATHATTTTT M M M M MOOOOOVEDVEDVEDVEDVED

     The Cox family (name changed to protect their privacy) enrolled their
student in public high school after they had homeschooled him for one
year. However, when they moved to a different school district, they began
homeschooling again. Before they moved, Mrs. Cox faxed a letter of
withdrawal to the public high school indicating that they would no longer
be under the jurisdiction of the Bandera School District, since they would
be moving elsewhere.
     Despite the letter, the school district badgered the Cox family with
phone calls. In hopes of getting the calls to stop, Mrs. Cox faxed the
withdrawal letter again. The calls still did not stop. She faxed the letter
again, and then emailed it twice to two different counselors at the high
school! The calls still did not stop.
     When the Cox family recruited the Home School Legal Defense Asso-
ciation for help, attorney Chris Klicka contacted both the attendance
officer and the school, and both acknowledged that they had received the
Cox family’s letter of withdrawal.
     Nevertheless, the Cox family received an automated message every
day that their son was absent from school without excuse. The Cox family
was also instructed by the school district that they would be required to
arrive in person to withdraw their son, tell the school district where he is
going to school, and whether he is being homeschooled.
     These requirements are completely unnecessary. On behalf of the
Cox family, Klicka sent the high school a letter citing the law, which
nowhere states that these requirements are needed. Klicka demanded
in the letter that contact with the Cox family cease immediately.
     Fortunately, the school district finally listened, and the Cox family has
remained unbothered since.

SETHSA News   CONT.

NNNNNAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONALALALALAL G G G G GEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHIC B B B B BEEEEEEEEEE – SURPRISE! – SURPRISE! – SURPRISE! – SURPRISE! – SURPRISE!

     Minimum participation requirements and vital papers hopelessly
lost combined to bring unexpected results at this year’s SETHSA Geo
Bee!
     Nat’l Geographic sets the minimum number of 4th – 8th graders at
six for an official Bee; in additional it must be completed in 2008 by Jan.
17.  With the Jan 14th Bee date looming and only 3 qualified registrants
for the Bee (not counting Just For Fun Bee, K-3rd grade), the Bee was
canceled at the last minute.  In the meantime, a group of nine homeschool
students were unable to carry forth with their own Geo Bee because the
Bee packet was nowhere to be found, gobbled up somewhere in the mail
system.  Then…the finale:  SETHSA combined those students along
with their reserved location & date with the necessary test papers and
VOILA!  An official Bee was put together.
     Way to go, Geo Bee participants!
Michelle Yates, Steven Yates, Isabella Soparkar, Carson Nunnally, Chris-
tian Nunnally, Clara Goodwin-Ferris, Julian Goodwin-Ferris, Hadley Crowl.
& Harrison Crowl.
1st place – Harrison Crowl
2nd place – Julian Goodwin-Ferris
3rd place – Steven Yates
     Boys and girls answered tough questions in 7 topics before advanc-
ing to the Final Round.  Early rounds covered the U.S. while the end
reached to world geography.  First place winner Harrison completed a
written exam afterwards.  From each state, 100 qualifiers (chosen from
the tests)  go to the State Geo Bee.  Many thanks to several moms for
assisting with judging, and congratulations to all!
     A SECOND CHANCE!  Since the regular Geo Bee PLUS the Just For
Fun Geo Bee did not occur and several students still wish to participate
in a Bee this year, an “unofficial” Geo Bee will be rescheduled for March.
Trophies will be awarded and excitement will be on hand – The only
difference will be that the 1st place winner will not take the state test
(there will be no advancement).  Contact Rhonda Bedee by February
29 to register at spellingwon123@mindspring.com – provide student’s
name, age, grade, parents’ names, e-mail, and phone number.  New for
this spring: – Just For Fun Bee study materials available by request!
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FROM THE RECLINER FROM THE RECLINER CONT.

TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE W W W W WORTHORTHORTHORTHORTH     OFOFOFOFOF W W W W WORKINGORKINGORKINGORKINGORKING

Pastor Matt Bullen
Heritage Family Baptist Church

Proverbs 12:24
The hand of the diligent shall bear rule: but
the slothful shall be under tribute.

Without diligence, it is simply impossible to succeed at any-
thing in this life.

Proverbs 22:29: Seest thou a man diligent in his business? He shall
stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.

In our search for academic excellence in our home schooling
we must not forget what Thomas Edison said, “Genius is 99%
persperation, 10% inspiration.” The absolute best way that our family
has ever found to teach diligence is old-fashioned work. Training chil-
dren to be good workers at whatever they put their hand to will benefit
in every area of their lives. Working together as a family is also an
amazing bonding tool. Our culture today sees childhood as a time for
play and fun before “real life” sets in and you have to go to work. The
Bible recognizes no such phase of a person’s life. Children in the Bible
worked and played right alongside their parents. It was part of their
training and teaching. It is a tragedy that this has been nearly lost in
our society today. For the most part, boys in our world today grow up
knowing more about video games, television, and pop culture than they
do about their God-ordained call to take dominion and provide for a
family. Girls in our culture today are more programmed to flirt and
primp than they are to become a wife, mother, and nurturer of their
family.

There is something amazing that takes place when a child of
any age is given a chance to physically work hard, especially if it is right
next to Mom and Dad. Children learn so many wonderful character traits
from hard work. We have seen our children learn humility, initiative,
tenacity, endurance, courage, self-assurance, and attention to detail.
Contrariwise, we have seen children who are catered to and waited upon
and never made to sweat or get their hands dirty, who are miserable,
lazy, and discontent. They have no identity, no confidence, because
they have never struggled and succeeded.

We read in an article once about a man who said that the way
he preserved family unity and maintained a good attitude in his home
was by always having a building project going on. His family was always
working together. As soon as they finished remodeling one room of
their house, they started on another. When they finished that house,
they sold it and bought another one to fix up because he saw the
miraculous results that hard work wrought in his children.

Our family has always worked hard together, and consequently an un-
breakable bond has formed between us. Also, the work has prepared our
children to excel in their adult lives. We have remodeled houses, land-
scaped our yard, built decks, put in swimming pools, built corrals, and
fenced acres of property. It is always Dad and Mom and all the boys and
all the girls right with us working, laughing, joking, and, yes, sometimes
yelling and crying together.

We have built many things, but we have also built many memo-
ries and built a lot of character into our kids that we couldn’t have
developed any other way. Often the children didn’t necessarily want to
help. But Mom and Dad insisted, and later when they saw the results of
their labor and felt the pride of accomplishment, they began to catch on
to the idea that work is not a curse but a calling. The saying “an idle
mind is the devil’s workshop” is so true. We need to get our children
involved in so much work that they will not have the time to get into evil.

Today, both of my boys, ages 21 and 20, work for me in the
construction business building high-rise buildings. We think we make an
awesome team! The girls work hard in the home and in the church with
Mom. And they “know” they make an awesome team! Someday they will
go on to build their dreams and by God’s grace diligence will be a great
asset.
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I hate to admit it, but this was my first time to attend the

MOM’S CORNER

THE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STOREOREOREOREORE
1355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIWAAAAAY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTONONONONON,,,,,     TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018

713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894
Discount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  Children en en en en WWWWWelcomeelcomeelcomeelcomeelcome

PubPubPubPubPublisherlisherlisherlisherlishers in Stocs in Stocs in Stocs in Stocs in Stockkkkk
Saxon - Alpha Omega - Bob Jones - Apologia

Singapore Math - Lamplighter Books - Classic Novels
Explode the Code - D.I.V.E. Cd’s -  Shurley Grammar

Tapestry of Grace - Runkle Geography - Easy Grammar
Write Source - DK - Story of Liberty - Master Books
Learning Language Arts thru Literature - Pathways
Spelling Power - Sing, Spell, Read & Write - Baker
Christian Liberty Press - Progeny Press - Usborne
Five in a Row - Well Trained Mind - Diana Waring

Horizons Math - Veritas Press - Henty Books
Greenleaf - Writing Strands - Power Glide

English from the Roots Up
Over 200 Publishers in Stock, Others arriving Soon

100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books
(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)

Map at www.thehomeschoolstore.com
or  Call for directions
We buy used Curriclum

PPPPPRAISERAISERAISERAISERAISE     THETHETHETHETHE L L L L LORDORDORDORDORD     FORFORFORFORFOR H H H H HAAAAAVINGVINGVINGVINGVING     AAAAA C C C C CHOICEHOICEHOICEHOICEHOICE!!!!!
by The Joyful Housewife

     With the anniversary of Roe v Wade just behind us, I’ve been thinking
a lot about the choices we have in life.  No, I’m not “pro-choice” in the
way that the world has taken it to mean.  But, when I was growing up, my
mama always told me that I always had a choice.  Now, this wise woman
was usually referring to my poor teenage decisions.  And usually that
choice of words made me mad.  I did say I was a teenager.  Anyway, she
was right.  We always have a choice.  The thought that has been flying
through my mind this past month has been, “I choose Joy.”
     When bad things happen to us, and they will happen – they always do
– we have a choice as to how we react.  We can be bitter about our
circumstances.  We can ask the pointless “Why me?”  We can be angry
and take it out on our loved ones.  OR, we can choose joy.

     Sometimes joy happens to you.  But most of the time you have to
get it.  In Isaiah, the Lord tells us that when the fire is around us it will
not consume us and that when the water surrounds us it will not go
over our head.  Why?  Because God won’t let it.  So, if there’s nothing
that will happen to us that we can’t get though with Christ, why not
have joy.

MOM’S CORNER CONT.

         There’s a saying that laughing about situations is like changing a
dirty diaper.  It doesn’t change anything in the long run, but it makes the
present  a lot more bearable.  My daughter recently asked why I wasn’t
more upset at a recent sadness in our family.  I told her, “I am choosing
joy, sweetheart.  We serve a sovereign God.  This didn’t surprise Him and
He only allows that which is best for us.  It may not be what I want, but His
ways are not our ways.”  I’m not sure if she understood yet, but my
example is what she’ll remember.  I would hate it if she looked back on
this time in our lives and remembered an angry, bitter mother; a mom
that refused to get out of bed due to fear of what was outside the door.  I
choose joy.
     I don’t know about you, but sometimes the role God created for me,
the role of submissive wife and homeschooling mother is a bit over-
whelming.  But like I said, I’ve been bouncing this joy thing around in my
mind.  So, I started to choose joy when I felt that familiar overwhelmed
feeling coming on again.  Boy, what a difference in my home.  My littles
are fighting less.  In fact, they are being more helpful than I remember.
Could this wonderful turn-around be due to the fact that I’m more enjoy-
able to be with?  Possibly; I’m going to blame it on Joy.
     I would like to challenge you to choose joy this month.  See what
happens.  Notice the changes that occur in your home.  Let me know
what you see at http://www.thejoyfulhousewife.blogspot.com .
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PACES is an educational organization that provides home 
educating parents with the tools they need. 

PACES facilitates tutoring, testing, evaluating, curriculum 
consultation, scheduling, speaking and workshops for home 

educating individuals and groups. 
PACES also provides a one day per week classical 
school-type setting for home educated students.

3 Locations to serve your family: 
North, West and Northeast Houston

Classical Education Conference  
June 17-19, 2008

PACES Informational Meeting in Kingwood
Sunday, February 10, 2008

See website for more details...

More Informatio n?  www.pacesinfo.org

COOKING TIPS RECIPE OF THE MONTH

WWWWWHAHAHAHAHATTTTT     AAAAARERERERERE P P P P PINEINEINEINEINE N N N N NUTSUTSUTSUTSUTS?????

     Pine nuts (also known as pignoli) are not nuts, but rather the edible
seeds of a pine cone. Toasting pine nuts heightens their buttery flavor.
When toasting a lot of nuts, it is preferable to use the oven, but for a
small amount the stovetop works fine. For oven-toasting, spread the
nuts in a single layer on a baking sheet and bake in a 325-degree oven,
stirring occasionally until golden and fragrant (about 10 minutes). On
the stovetop, cook the nuts in a dry skillet over medium heat, stirring or
shaking frequently, until golden (3 to 5 minutes).

IIIIISSSSS     TTTTTHEREHEREHEREHEREHERE     AAAAA D D D D DIFFERENCEIFFERENCEIFFERENCEIFFERENCEIFFERENCE B B B B BETWEENETWEENETWEENETWEENETWEEN G G G G GRARARARARATEDTEDTEDTEDTED     ANDANDANDANDAND M M M M MINCEDINCEDINCEDINCEDINCED

GGGGGINGERINGERINGERINGERINGER?????

     The answer is yes.  About half as much grated ginger as minced
ginger can be used to get the same amount of flavor.  Also, the flavor of
grated ginger more completely permeates a recipe, giving a hit of
ginger with every mouthful.  The reason for this is that grating ruptures
more of the root’s cells than mincing and so releases both more juices
and more flavor. Grating also yields a smoother puree without the strings
that often accompany minced ginger. To grate ginger, use a dedicated
ginger grinder, a micro plane grater or even the small holes on a box
grater.

IIIIINDOORNDOORNDOORNDOORNDOOR BBQ C BBQ C BBQ C BBQ C BBQ CHICKENHICKENHICKENHICKENHICKEN S S S S SKEWERSKEWERSKEWERSKEWERSKEWERS

     Use either your favorite homemade or store-bought barbecue
sauce. Bull’s-Eye is the test kitchen’s favorite brand. You will need four
12-inch metal skewers for this recipe. Serves 4.

3 tablespoons brown sugar
1 tablespoon paprika
1/2 teaspoon ground cumin
1/2 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1/4 teaspoon salt
4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts (about 1 1/2 pounds), cut into 1-
inch chunks
1 cup barbecue sauce
1/4 cup cider vinegar
1/2 cup sour cream
2 tablespoons minced fresh cilantro

Adjust oven rack to highest position (about 5 inches from broiler
element) and heat broiler.
Set wire rack over rimmed baking sheet. Combine sugar, paprika,
cumin, cayenne, and salt in large bowl. Add chicken and toss to coat.
Thread seasoned chicken onto four 12-inch metal skewers.
Whisk 3/4 cup barbecue sauce and 2 tablespoons vinegar in small
bowl. In second bowl, combine sour cream, cilantro, remaining
barbecue sauce, and remaining vinegar; set aside for serving.
Brush each kebab with barbecue sauce-vinegar mixture. Broil until
lightly browned, 5 to 7 minutes. Flip kebabs, brush with remaining
sauce, and continue to broil until chicken is lightly charred and cooked
through, 5 to 7 minutes. Serve with sour cream sauce.

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS H H H H HOMEOMEOMEOMEOME S S S S SCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL S S S S STTTTTAAAAATETETETETE B B B B BASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBALLALLALLALLALL C C C C CHAMPIONSHIPSHAMPIONSHIPSHAMPIONSHIPSHAMPIONSHIPSHAMPIONSHIPS

Date: January 31- February 2, 2008
Location: Carrollton (DFW)
IAD Facility
2800 North Interstate 35E, Carrollton TX 75007 In continuing the
fine tradition of Texas home school basketball competition started by
San Antonio FEAST years ago, the Dallas HSAA Blue Angels organiza-
tion has agreed to host the 2008 THSSBC in the Dallas area on the
weekend of Jan 31-Feb 2. Securing a single, state-of-the-art basketball
facility with six (6) full-size basketball courts, Dallas HSAA has
assembled a large group of dedicated volunteers to accommodate six
(6) divisions conveniently on one weekend.
THSSBC - Texas Home School State Basketball Championships
http://www.texashomeschoolbasketball.org/
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY  CONT.

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

• Great prices
• Over 100+ publishers

• Easy one-stop shopping

Visit our web site or call us for a free full-color catalog - 800-421-6645 Visit our web site or call us for a free full-color catalog - 800-421-6645 

Education
in the Shadow
of the Cross

HomeschoolingBooks.com/SE

• Great prices
• Over 100+ publishers

• Easy one-stop shopping

Complete Curriculum Packages • Large Selection of Books & Materials
Consultation Services Available • Christian Values Throughout!

Complete Curriculum Packages • Large Selection of Books & Materials
Consultation Services Available • Christian Values Throughout!

We can't promise another Einstein - but as a 
Homeschooler, Einstein never had our wide selection of 
excellent curriculum to choose from.

Stay on target , we have all the extras you’ll need to 
reach your Home Schooling Goals!

SSSSSCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR  W  W  W  W  WORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOP

     It’s that time of year!!  Go from thinking about participating in a
science fair to being in a science fair!!  Karen Garza, coordinator of the
Texas Regional Science Fair, is presenting a hands-on workshop to get
you and your students prepared.  Mark your calendars Saturday, Febru-
ary 9, 2008 from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm at Tomball College Convention
Center.  The fee is $15 per family to cover teaching materials and hand-
outs.  Registration deadline is January 30.  (NOTE:  We unfortunately
missed the deadline for the January newsletter for SETHSA, so if you are
just finding out about this workshop and want to register, please call to
make arrangements, since the deadline will be passed.)  This is for
students K-12th and parents.  It would be helpful if arrangements were
made for younger children.  Nursing babies are welcome.  Topics to be
covered are:
9:00 – 10:00 am – Project Brainstorming
10:15 – 11:15 am – Now What?
11:30 – 12:30 am – Board Design & Interview Tips
12:30  –  1:30 pm - Lunch (pre-paid) – Q&A + Fellowship
     The last session time is for finishing and developing in greater detail
any of the areas presented in each session, Q&A, and lunch.  This time
frame is optional.  Pre-paid lunch of pizza and drink is $5 per person.
You can also bring your lunch.  For more information or to register, please
contact Karen Garza at 281-370-6222 or
texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com.  For up to date information visit:
www.texasregionalsciencefair.com

TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS  R  R  R  R  REGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONAL S S S S SCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR

     Dive deeper into science!!  What an opportunity to be challenged by
the power and miracles of our God!  Don’t miss out!  Join us this year on
April 5, 2008     at Tomball College Convention Center!  ICARE  is honored
to host the fair for our 12th year!  In 2007, TCL General Contractor’s
sponsorship along with Global Petro Physics’ allowed our 5 Grand Cham-
pions to receive $100 savings bonds and our 5 Reserve Grand Champi-
ons to receive $50 bonds, as well as science related gifts.  Each student
was recognized for their efforts by being awarded a ribbon, certificate,
and a gift pack, which was made possible through donations from ICARE,
Full Measure Productions, and Revelation Science.  We look forward to
additional sponsors for we are now a recognized non-profit organization,
so that all donations are tax deductible!  If you or your company are
interested in being a sponsor, please contact us at the email below.
Fees: $10 per exhibitor, teams limited to 2 students
Registration deadline:     Wednesday, March 21, 2008
     Make sure to check out the article in this newsletter on a science
fair workshop that can help prepare your family to participate here or
at another fair.  Keep updated at www.texasregionalsciencefair.com or
contact Karen Garza at texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com.  Thank
you and we look forward to serving you!!
(Formally known as Regional Northside Science Fair.)

2008 S2008 S2008 S2008 S2008 STUDENTTUDENTTUDENTTUDENTTUDENT A A A A ARTRTRTRTRT C C C C CONTESTONTESTONTESTONTESTONTEST

     The Pearl Fincher MFA, Cypress Creek’s 2008 Student Art Contest
Theme: ‘Flora and Fauna of the Cypress Creek Area’
Open to students in Grades 1st-12th
     Homeschool students residing in and public or private schools lo-
cated in the following school districts are eligible to participate: Aldine,
Conroe, Cy-Fair, Klein, Magnolia, Spring, and Tomball.
Homeschool/Private School artwork drop-off
Date: Thursday, February 21, 2008 from 1:00-5:00 PM
Location: The Centrum 6823 Cypresswood Drive, Spring, TX 77379
Check The Pearl’s website www.pearlmfa.org for rules and further de-
tails.
     RSVP to pearlartcontest@earthlink.net with the subject line: The
Pearl Student Art Competition.  Include in the e-mail: Contact Name,
School, Address, Phone Number, E-mail, Number of Student(s) per Grade
Level that you anticipate will enter the contest.
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Your homeschool headquarters in Houston - 
·  HEP Bookstore – curriculum, games, t-shirts, 

seminars, consulting, standardized testing 
·  Home Education Partnership of Texas – Classical 

School/Group Classes – Serving the greater Houston 
area for 10  years with quality group classes 

·  Eta Sigma Alpha National Home School Honor 
Society –  Home of the Alpha Chapter 

 
11665 Fuqua, STE A-100 

(I-45 South, exit #33, east side of I-45) 
Houston, TX  77034 

281-922-0472 or 281-922-0478 
www.hepbookstore.com 

www.homeeducationpartnership.com 
 

Saxon, Bob Jones Press, Singapore Math, 
Alpha Omega, Easy Grammar, Great Source, Cathy 

Duffy’s Top 100 Picks, and many other wonderful books 
and curriculums! 

 
 

 

CCCCCHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIAN     YYYYYOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTH     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATERTERTERTERTER P P P P PRESENTSRESENTSRESENTSRESENTSRESENTS     TTTTTOMOMOMOMOM S S S S SAAAAAWYERWYERWYERWYERWYER

     Bring your study of American literature to life!  Come see Christian
Youth Theater’s musical production of Mark Twain’s classic, Tom Sawyer.
Tom, Huck, Becky, Aunt Polly, and the evil Injun Joe will come alive for
your students as they watch them on stage in their adventures and
misadventures.  School day shows are at 9 am and 11:45 am on Friday,
February 8th, and tickets are only $5 for all ages.  (Note:  The 9 am show
is now sold out.)  The public performances are Friday, February 8th, at 7
pm, Saturday, February 9th, at 2 and 7 pm, and Sunday, February 10th,
at 2 pm.  All shows are at Tomball Bible Church, 400 N. Walnut St. in
Tomball.  Tickets for these shows are $10 for adults and $8 for children
12 and under, with advance purchase.  Tickets purchased at the door are
$2 more per ticket.  Tickets may be purchased in advance at Klein’s
Supermarket and Heaven’s Way Bookstore in Tomball, or by calling CYT
at 832-338-5869.  Children 3 and under who will sit in your lap do not
need tickets.
     CYT spring classes start Thursday, February 14th.  For a full descrip-
tion and a registration form, see our website, www.cythouston.org.  Those
8-18 enrolled in classes are eligible to audition for our spring produc-
tion, Beauty and the Beast.  Auditions will be Monday, February 18th.
For details see our website.
     CYT’s summer camp theme will be Disney Spectacular. Campers will
take an exciting ride through the wonderful tunes of Disney’s most fa-
mous music.  We’ll have over 30 musical segments from such Disney hits
as Mary Poppins, Snow White, Aladdin, The Little Mermaid, Beauty and
the Beast, and The Lion King.  The week-long day camps will be held at
WoodsEdge Community Church in The Woodlands, Spring First Church in
Spring, and other sites to be announced.

RRRRROBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFEST H H H H HOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTON

     4th Annual Robofest Houston Texas Regional 2008 Saturday, April
5, 2008. to be held in north Houston (FM 1960/Hardy Toll Rd area)
For 5th-12th grade students. Team registration will open in January.
Students design, construct and program their robots while learning
problem-solving techniques, mathematics, logic, creativity, physics, elec-
tronics, mechanics, teamwork, computers and computer programming.
Students design, construct and program their robots while learning
problem-solving techniques, mathematics, logic, creativity, physics, elec-
tronics, mechanics, teamwork, computers and computer programming.
Started at Lawrence Tech in 2000, Robofest has grown rapidly.
Our regional event will include both a Junior (5th-9th grade) and Se-
nior (9th-12th grade) level competition as well as Junior/Senior Exhi-
bitions and RoboFashionShow (4th-9th grade) .
We’ll need teams, volunteers, judges and sponsors. Students from all
over TX are invited to participate.
Questions contact robofest@jsoft.com
http://www.jsoft.com/ts/robotics/RoboFest/
For more robotics information see:
http://www.jsoft.com/archive/robotics/

TTTTTOOOOOYYYYYOOOOOTTTTTAAAAA C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

     Upcoming homeschool discounts for Toyota Center include:
1. Dooblebops Live - Feb 3, 2008 at 1pm and 4pm
2. Harlem Globetrotters Friday, February 8 at 7pm and Saturday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2008 at 1:30pm.
To check on ticket availability contact Hilary Huffy at 713-758-7577,
order forms at: http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/Toyota.html
Questions, please email Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com

NNNNNAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONALALALALAL H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL B B B B BASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBALLALLALLALLALL     TTTTTOURNOURNOURNOURNOURNAMENTAMENTAMENTAMENTAMENT

Date: March 10-15, 2008
Location: Oklahoma City, OK
Annual National Home School Basketball Tournament and family confer-
ence.
Space is limited, so register early.
www.homeschoolbasketball.com
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CACHE SCACHE SCACHE SCACHE SCACHE SUPPORTUPPORTUPPORTUPPORTUPPORT G G G G GROUPROUPROUPROUPROUP M M M M MEETINGEETINGEETINGEETINGEETING

     Do you need a break from the everyday? Want to add some fun to your
school day without losing academic quality? Need new ideas to keep you
and the kids going? Come and join us for an evening of educational play,
games, internet links and toys for all ages. Most of the ideas you can
recreate yourself. Others items are products that are manufactured,
but still have wonderful educational qualities.

Bring your favorite idea, manipulative, toy or game to share with every-
one. When: Thursday, February 7th,   7:00 PM

Where: Carrie’s Coffee Mill, 4401 North Frazier, Conroe

Speaker: Wendy Young, CACHE Member
     You do not have to be a member of Conroe Area Christian Home
Educators to attend this meeting. Everyone is welcome! Carrie’s Coffee
Mill is just north of League Line Road on Hwy. 75 north in Conroe. You
may bring your children to play at the 7 Acre Wood ($2); just remember
that at this time of evening, it is dark outside and only a small portion of
the park is lighted. You can bring coloring books, games, etc. to occupy
your children. Please try to arrive before 7pm to get your children and
yourselves settled in. If you have any questions, please contact Terri at
terri@tcconcepts.com or visit http://www.cacheonline.org

AAAAAGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELAND S S S S SAAAAATURDTURDTURDTURDTURDAAAAAYYYYY

Date: February 16, 2008
Location: College Station
     For high school students considering attending Texas A&M: The
Office of Admissions and Records at Texas A&M University invites you
to our open house called Aggieland Saturday. Once a year, prospective
freshman and transfer students travel to Texas A&M University to
experience the spirit of Aggieland. You will participate in a variety of
group sessions that will provide you with information about freshman
and transfer admissions, financial aid, student services, student
organizations, and student traditions. Come and discover why Texas
A&M University is one of the top academic institutions in the nation.
For further details visit:
http://www.tamu.edu/aggiesaturday/

WWWWWHOLEHOLEHOLEHOLEHOLEHHHHHEARTEDEARTEDEARTEDEARTEDEARTED M M M M MOTHEROTHEROTHEROTHEROTHER C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

Date: February 15-16, 2008
Location: Irving (DFW)
2008 Conference Theme: Seasons of a Mother’s Heart
http://www.wholeheart.org/whcalendaritem.php?eventid=21

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL     AAAAAFTERFTERFTERFTERFTER H H H H HOURSOURSOURSOURSOURS S S S S SPPPPPAAAAACECECECECE     AAAAADDDDDVENTUREVENTUREVENTUREVENTUREVENTURE     AAAAATTTTT S S S S SPPPPPAAAAACECECECECE

CCCCCENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER H H H H HOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTON

     Homeschool After Hours Space Adventure - February 28, 2008
5pm-10pm Exclusive private event for homeschool families. After
hours activities at Space Center Houston. Price includes admission,
dinner and activities. You can either book your own hotel or select the
option that includes an overnight stay in an area hotel.
Families of all ages are invited.
Space is limited, sign up early, advanced registration and payment is
requried.
For further information Call: 281-244-2164
SVOPrograms@spacecenter.org or visit this website http://
www.spacecenter.org/SchoolOvernightHomeSchool.html
also see: http://spacecenter.org/HomeSchool.html

TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS     AAAAABOBOBOBOBOVEVEVEVEVE R R R R RUBIESUBIESUBIESUBIESUBIES L L L L LADIESADIESADIESADIESADIES R R R R RETREAETREAETREAETREAETREATTTTT

Date: April 18-20, 2008
Location: Spicewood (Austin)
Highland Lake Camp and Conference Center, Spicewood Texas Above
Rubies http://texasrubies.com/

HIS CLASSES 
www.hisclasses.org  

 

1 Day/Week Classes for Home Educators 
 

Woodlands/Conroe      Mondays/Wednesdays 
Tomball/Waller              Tuesdays/Thursdays 

 
 

Christian Worldviews of the 

Western World 

 

Life Science  

Physical Science 

 

Instruments of Praise 

 Beginner & Intermediate  

Starting Points Biology Band 

Apologetics Chemistry Heaven Sent Choir 

 Physics Guitar/Mandolin 

Sentence by Sentence   

Writing Utilizing Literature Saxon 54, 65, 76, 87 Art l, ll, lll 

Basic Paragraph Writing Algebra ½, I, II  

Basic Essay Writing Advanced Math Home Economics 

The Bridge Writing  Calculus  

Rhetoric & Composition  Spanish  

Intro to Literature & Government & Economics Latin  

Composition  French  

 Geography Sign Language 

Classical History, Literature 

Rhetoric & Composition 

 

American History 

 

 

Logic  

 

Speech Texas History Intro to Arch Drawing 

   

www.hisclasses.org  
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EEEEEVENINGSVENINGSVENINGSVENINGSVENINGS     FORFORFORFORFOR E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS     AAAAATTTTT MF MF MF MF MFAHAHAHAHAH

Date: February 5, 2008
Top Picks: European Art II, 1700 - 1900
Date: March 3, 2008
Pompeii
Date: April 8, 2008
     Power and Prestige in Art: China, India, and Korea Museum of Fine
Arts, Houston 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Registration is $5 at the event, and pre-registration is not necessary.
For more information, call 713-639-7590 or e-mail
schools@mfah.org The Museum of Fine Arts (Houston)
http://mfah.org/

TTTTTAMU AMU AMU AMU AMU VVVVVETETETETET S S S S SCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL O O O O OPENPENPENPENPEN H H H H HOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSE

Date: March 29, 2008
Location: College Station
Texas A&M University
9am - 4pm
     Open House is a chance for the College of Veterinary Medicine to
reach out to the community to promote and stimulate education about
the many aspects of veterinary medicine, public health, and the roles
of animals and veterinarians in our society. Educational exhibits in the
veterinary school, small animal clinic, and large animal clinic. No one
is too old or too young to attend Open House. There is something here
for everyone!   http://www.cvm.tamu.edu/gsa/OpenHouse.shtml

TUTS HTUTS HTUTS HTUTS HTUTS HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATERTERTERTERTER D D D D DISCOUNTISCOUNTISCOUNTISCOUNTISCOUNT

     The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee Special homeschool
group offer 20% off!
Wednesday, March 26, 2008 at 8:00 pm
Sunday, March 30, 2008 at 7:30 pm
Friday, April 4, 2008 at 8:00 pm
Sunday, April 6, 2008 and 7:30 pm
Questions, contact Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com http://
www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/TUTStheater.html

EEEEEXPLXPLXPLXPLXPLOREOREOREOREORE UT L UT L UT L UT L UT LEARNINGEARNINGEARNINGEARNINGEARNING F F F F FUNUNUNUNUN D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY

Date: March 1, 2008 11am - 5pm
Location: Austin
“The Biggest Open House in Texas”
     Explore UT aims to inform the public about the university’s mission
— teaching, research and public service. It invites Texans of all ages
to experience the intellectual life, technological advances and rich
resources of a world-class university. It’s free; no registration.
You can choose from more than 300 activities across the campus.
For more information visit: http://www.utexas.edu/events/exploreut/

GGGGGEORGEEORGEEORGEEORGEEORGE R R R R RANCHANCHANCHANCHANCH H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL P P P P PROGRAMROGRAMROGRAMROGRAMROGRAM

Select dates in March, 2008
Location: George Ranch, FM 762 in Richmond.
Explore 100 years of Texas History during our Home School Days.
 March 5 or Thursday, March 6, 2008 - A Century of Cowboys Wed Jan
16, 2008 - A Century of Cowboys http://www.georgeranch.org/education/
homeschool/.  George Ranch www.georgeranch.org

HMNS WHMNS WHMNS WHMNS WHMNS WOODLANDSOODLANDSOODLANDSOODLANDSOODLANDS C C C C CLASSESLASSESLASSESLASSESLASSES

The HMNS Xploration Station located in The Woodlands Mall continues
to offer weekday classes to homeschoolers. Classes are offered Jan - May
on select Mondays and Fridays on a variety of topics for $10 per child.
Classes fill up quickly, so register early. For further information
visit: http://www.hmns.org/education/woodlands/woodlands.asp?r=1


