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Southeast Texas Home School Association

Upcoming Events

Oct 31 - Nov 2 Ballunar Liftoff pg. 06
Nov 1, 7-8   Best Robotics pg. 08
Nov 3   LeTourneau Preview for Homeschool Families pg. 07
Nov 13 - 14   Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion’s Children’s Festival pg. 07
Nov 14 & 15   KVPAC Give My Regards to Broadway pg. 10
Nov 21 & 22 KVPAC Alice in Wonderland pg. 04

SSSSSPELLINGPELLINGPELLINGPELLINGPELLING B B B B BEEEEEEEEEE

Hey, all you SPELLERS out there, SPELLING BEE time is here again!
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We are excited to announce that Houston PBS Channel 8 will be the host
for the city wide spelling bee this year.  Why is this exciting?  Because it
will be televised on Channel 8!!  Just imagine – your student has the
opportunity to appear on public television to demonstrate his or her
spelling skills!

GUIDELINES:
The SETHSA Bees are for students grades K – 8th.
All Bees must be held by the end of January.
The deadline for registering your winners with SETHSA is
January 31, 2009.

To register your group, please email us with the address where
the packet is to be sent at staff@sethsa.org.

 FEES:
If your homeschool support group is a subscriber to SETHSA,
we have waived your fee.  If you are not a subscribing support
group, or part of a subscribing group there is a $20 fee.

INFORMATION FOR ADVANCING STUDENTS:
Date for all Bees:  Saturday, February 21, 2009
Location for all Bees:  Lindale Assembly of God

                                                    500 North Loop 610 East,  Houston

REGISTRATION:
     Just For Fun Bee:  8:00 am.  Competition starts at 8:30 am
     SETHSA Bees:9:30 amCompetition starts at approximately 10
     am, after JFF Bee.

WEBSITES AND EMAIL ADDRESSES:
Extra Spell It! Books can be downloaded at www.myspellit.com.

Across the Blue bar you will see a downloadable PDF for the 2009 Spell
It! Book.  (Each group will be mailed one book, but extras can be down-
loaded.).Just For Fun Bee word list can be found on the web:

SETHSA:  www.sethsa.org
SETHSA Spelling Bee:  staff@sethsa.org

DIRECTIONS TO LINDALE ASSEMBLY OF GOD:
     The church is on the NE quadrant of I-45and the North 610 Loop.
     Take the Irvington Exit north but travel back west on the 610 feeder,
     where the church is located a few blocks down on the right.
     The church is in view when on the Loop.

NNNNNAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONALALALALAL G G G G GEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHICEOGRAPHIC B B B B BEEEEEEEEEE

Seven primary topics, six students minimum, five trophies, 4th-
8th graders, three judges, two levels, one winner to advance to
state…BLAST OFF!  WHAT is it?  SETHSA’s Geographic Bee!

Nat’l Geographic sets the minimum number of 4th – 8th graders
at six for an official Bee that will occur in January 2009.  SETHSA
also offers a “Just for Fun” Geography Bee for children in
kindergarten through third grade to enjoy the fun and promote
study in geography.  U.S. and world geography are both part of
the competition.

The older group’s first place winner will complete a written
exam afterwards.  One hundred qualifiers (chosen from the
test results) in each state go to the State Geography Bee; the
Bee is usually in April and qualifiers are notified by mail.

Contact Rhonda Bedee for a registration form at
spellingwon123@mindspring.com.
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Hey, Moms, remember those long, fun-
filled days at the amusement park?
Well it’s time, once again.  The READ
TO SUCCEED program offers students
the chance to participate in the Six
Flags program.  That’s right!!  Students can earn a free ticket to the Six
Flags theme park in either the San Antonio or Dallas area.  Teachers
(that’s you, Mom) will receive one ticket, as well. (Sorry, tickets will not
be accepted at Splashtown.)

To participate, students must be in K – 6th grade and read 6 hours of
recreational reading from December to February 15, 2009. Homework
and schoolwork do not count!

Sign up by simply emailing us at staff@sethsa.org and be sure to tell us
how many students will be participating.  We will be mailing out packets
in December to those who have registered with us.

For more details, go to our website at www.sethsa.org after the 1st of
December.  Additional information may be found at
http://www.weeklyreadercom/rts_faq.asp#12.

So be sure to sign up soon.  What a great way to spend the day with the
family!!

SETHSA News   CONT.

Southeast Texas Home School Association (SETHSA) is a volunteer, non-profit
501(c)3 organization committed to ministering to home schoolers in the southeast
area of Texas. We receive over 4000 phone calls per year in which we inform and
encourage new and veteran home educators.  SETHSA  provides central communication
through our monthly newsletter The Teaching Pioneer as well as on the  web, which
contains information on legal updates, local news, and activities.  SETHSA hosts an
annual conference each year with more than 130 workshops and 250 vendors, as well
as sponsoring Bees, reading incentive programs, homeschool days, and much more.

Individual subscriptions to The Teaching Pioneer are available.  Contact SETHSA
through e-mail or by the phone number listed below to find out more information.

Your financial contributions help SETHSA better minister to the homeschool
community and are tax deductible.   For more information or suggestions, e-mail,
call, or write to:

SETHSA
10592 - A  Fuqua #503                          Houston, Texas 77089

Service 281-756-9792                            Fax  281-756-8199
web page:  http://www.sethsa.org                      e-mail:  staff@sethsa.org

Submissions to The Teaching Pioneer  are accepted  and must be received electronically
or in writing by the 15th of the preceding month.  The newsletter is mailed or
electronically sent on or before the  30th of each month.  SETHSA  reserves the right
to edit articles for content and length.  Articles and reviews do not necessarily reflect
the opinions of the SETHSA board.  E-mail articles to publisher@sethsa.org.

NNNNNEWEWEWEWEW C C C C CONTESTSONTESTSONTESTSONTESTSONTESTS C C C C COMINGOMINGOMINGOMINGOMING S S S S SOONOONOONOONOON

SETHSA wants to introduce two new ideas for homeschool students.
Seniors who will graduate in the spring of 2009 are invited to participate
in an essay scholarship.  Essays will be submitted to a committee for
review and one winner will be selected to receive a scholarship (amount
to be determined).  The second idea is an art contest with prizes and
awards given to the winners.  Students who paint on canvas, draw, or
enjoy photography should begin to think about submitting their art work
to be displayed and judged during the summer conference next year.
Watch the newsletter and the web for all the rules for entering both
contests.

BBBBBOXOXOXOXOX T T T T TOPSOPSOPSOPSOPS

Many box Tops have been sent in. Thank you!  Keep
up the good work!

SEND!SEND!SEND!SEND!SEND! DON’T SEND!DON’T SEND!DON’T SEND!DON’T SEND!DON’T SEND!
Box Tops Betty Crocker points
Bonus Box Tops UPC codes

Betty Crocker points are not part of the program… Save your postage!

SETHSA Box Tops
Attn: L. Hernandez

10592-A Fuqua #503
Houston, TX  77089

SETHSA News   CONT.

TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE N N N N NEUREUREUREUREURODEVELODEVELODEVELODEVELODEVELOPMENTOPMENTOPMENTOPMENTOPMENTALALALALAL     AAAAAPPRPPRPPRPPRPPROOOOOAAAAACHCHCHCHCH
(Something all parents should know)

By Jan Bedell, M.Ed & Michelle Thompson
www.littlegiantsteps.com

Nothing in all creation can compare to the amazing capacity for adapt-
ability of the human brain.  Research into neural plasticity of the brain
(the brain’s ability to change and adapt) has proven that every child can
learn and function more efficiently when the brain is given proper stimu-
lation.

NEWSLETTER WORKSHOPS
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(Something all parents should know)

By Jan Bedell, M.Ed & Michelle Thompson
www.littlegiantsteps.com

HSLDA  News

PPPPPRESERRESERRESERRESERRESERVINGVINGVINGVINGVING H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL F F F F FREEDOMREEDOMREEDOMREEDOMREEDOM -  -  -  -  - VVVVVOOOOOTE!TE!TE!TE!TE!

Dear Texas HSLDA Members and Friends,

Election time is fast approaching.  This November 4, many state and
federal officials are up for re-election.  The election outcome will deter-
mine what freedoms you will keep and what freedoms you will lose.
Exercising your right to vote is crucial.  The voter guide below will help
you make informed decisions as you cast your vote.

Remember, statistics show that only approximately only 50% of eligible
adults actually register to vote. In any given election only about 50% of
registered voters vote (that is 25% of adults)!  That means it only takes
about 13% of adults to elect any given candidate. Your vote counts!

To download the Free Market Foundation’s nonpartisan 2008 General
Election Voters’ Guide, visit http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5668.
If you have not yet used a voter’s guidebook, you’ll be pleased with
how easy it is to decide who to vote for by answering the same
questions submitted to the candidates and comparing your answers to
theirs.

Free Market Foundation’s 2008 General Election Voters’ Guide is
nonpartisan and legal for distribution at your church, civic club,
etc. To reserve your copy of the Voters’ Guide for the 2008 General
Election or request a bulk shipment for your church, please call
(972) 423-8889 or go to http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5669 .

Please help spread the word about this resource for responsible
citizenship! Forward this message to your family and friends in Texas
so they can also order this valuable resource.

For the Frequently Asked Questions on the Free Market Foundation’s
Voter’s Guide, visit http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5670 .

For a legal perspective on what activities churches and pastors are
allowed to take part in, check out these resources prepared by
attorney James Bopp: “Do’s and Don’ts for Political Activities of
Pastors”: http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5634 and “Guidelines for
Political Activities by Churches and Pastors”:
http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=3380 .

Early voting begins Monday, October 20.  To request an absentee
ballot, contact your local election authority by visiting
h t t p : / / w w w. h s l d a . o rg / e l i n k . a s p ? i d = 5 6 7 1.

Don’t forget to exercise your right to vote on November 4!

Sincerely,
Chris Klicka
HSLDA Senior Counsel

ACTION:

A couple of things to keep in mind:

The branching of individual brain cells (called dendrites) grow through
specific stimulation, which involves proper frequency, intensity, and du-
ration.

§ Frequency means having enough opportunity and repetition
in order for the stimulation to produce a change in the brain
and become learned information.

§ Intensity refers to the strength of the input of the stimulation.
Is the stimulation at a level where the individual is actively
engaged with it, or has the individual tuned out because of
lack of intensity?  You can drag a child through a spelling
assignment, but without a high level of involvement and inter-
action, learning will not occur.

§ Duration has a dual meaning.
o It refers to the time the stimulation is being given;

typically, the shorter the duration the higher the
intensity.  i.e.  Five or ten minutes of mathematics
will have a far greater impact than dragging a child
through an hour of math drills.

o It also refers to providing stimulation for the length
of time it takes to produce change.

 The ND Approach uses a Developmental Profile to look at two primary
areas; Sensory Input and Motor Output.  In the area of sensory input,
auditory, visual, and tactile function is identified.   In the area of motor
output, gross motor, fine motor, and language function is identified.  In
order to have good output (function), you must first have good input
(stimulation).

Let’s take a look at the importance of each of the Sensory Input areas.
Auditory:  A child who struggles with auditory processing will have many
problems; i.e. following directions, staying on task, and keeping up with
normal conversational language.  Visual:  If a child does not use his
central detail vision properly, he will struggle with coloring within lines
and reading.  Tactile:  If tactility is not developed, a child will have
problems in many functional areas.  For example, if a child cannot feel
his hands, he will have difficulty writing and playing sports and if a child
has tactility issues with his mouth, a delay in language development can
occur.

The ND Approach was created to equip parents with the knowledge and
skills to work with their children in their own homes and address these
“gaps” in development.  Once equipped, parents have the ability to
change their child’s future for the better.

This is the first in a series of Neurodevelopmental (ND) tips that will
appear in future issues of this newsletter.



November 2008 Page 4

HHHHHEAEAEAEAEAVENVENVENVENVEN S S S S SENTENTENTENTENT C C C C CHOIRHOIRHOIRHOIRHOIR

In October Heaven Sent Chorale participated in the Texas Music
Educator’s auditions for district choir against many public and private
high schools.  Sixteen students were selected to continue to the next
level which ultimately leads to a statewide competition.  Plans are
underway for a spring trip to Dallas to attend choir workshops as well
have some fun at Six Flags Over Texas.  Heaven Sent Choir strives to
provide a high-quality, Christ-centered music education program to
homeschooled students in grades 1 through 12.  Directed by Leland
Fleming,  Heaven Sent, is a non-profit organization that ministers to
the community throughout the year in a variety of venues including
hospitals, nursing homes, community events, and  formal concerts.
Students from the entire Houston metropolitan area meet for rehears-
als at a central location near  I-45 North and Beltway 8.  Enrollment for
the Spring semester is open from December through January.  For more
information about Heaven Sent Choir call Kathie Fleming at 281-635-
2365 or visit the website at www.heavensentchoirs.org.

Protect homeschooling.

It’s easier with friends.

If we all help a little, 

we’ll all bene�t a lot. 

JOIN US!

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

KVPKVPKVPKVPKVPAAAAAC PC PC PC PC PRRRRRODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTION     OFOFOFOFOF     AAAAALICELICELICELICELICE     INININININ     WWWWWONDERLANDONDERLANDONDERLANDONDERLANDONDERLAND

When: Friday, November 21 at 7 pm & Saturday, November 22 at 2 pm
and 7 pm.

Where: The Katy Visual & Performing Arts Center, located in the Great
Southwest Equestrian Center, 2501 Mason Road #290, Katy, TX 77450.

Tickets are $7.00/ adult & $5.00/ child and can be purchased ONLINE
at www.KVPAC.org.  Admission to the matinee performance is free-of-
charge to KVPAC members (phone reservation required ~ call 281-
829-ARTS).  Contact: Lisa Connolly, KVPAC Marketing Director, 281-
829-2787, lconnolly@KVPAC.org, www.KVPAC.org

KVPKVPKVPKVPKVPAAAAAC PC PC PC PC PRRRRRODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTION     OFOFOFOFOF B B B B BAHAHAHAHAH,,,,, H H H H HUMBUMBUMBUMBUMBUGUGUGUGUG!!!!!

When: Friday, December 12 at 7 pm & Saturday, December 13 at 2 pm
and 7 pm.

Where: The Katy Visual & Performing Arts Center, located in the Great
Southwest Equestrian Center, 2501 Mason Road #290, Katy, TX 77450.

Tickets are $7.00/ adult & $5.00/ child and can be purchased ONLINE
at www.KVPAC.org.  Admission to the matinee performance is free-of-
charge to KVPAC members (phone reservation required ~ call 281-
829-ARTS).  Contact: Lisa Connolly, KVPAC Marketing Director, 281-
829-2787, lconnolly@KVPAC.org, www.KVPAC.org

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

KVPKVPKVPKVPKVPAAAAAC PC PC PC PC PRRRRRODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTION     OFOFOFOFOF G G G G GIVEIVEIVEIVEIVE M M M M MYYYYY R R R R REGARDSEGARDSEGARDSEGARDSEGARDS     TTTTTOOOOO B B B B BRRRRROOOOOADADADADADWWWWWAAAAAYYYYY

When: Friday, November 14 at 7 pm & Saturday, November 15 at 2 pm
and 7 pm.

Where: The Katy Visual & Performing Arts Center, located in the Great
Southwest Equestrian Center, 2501 Mason Road #290, Katy, TX 77450.

Tickets are $7.00/ adult & $5.00/ child and can be purchased ONLINE
at www.KVPAC.org.  Admission to the matinee performance is free-of-
charge to KVPAC members (phone reservation required ~ call 281-
829-ARTS).  Contact: Lisa Connolly, KVPAC Marketing Director, 281-
829-2787, lconnolly@KVPAC.org, www.KVPAC.org
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• Great prices
• Over 100+ publishers

• Easy one-stop shopping

Visit our web site or call us for a free full-color catalog - 800-421-6645 Visit our web site or call us for a free full-color catalog - 800-421-6645 

Education
in the Shadow
of the Cross

HomeschoolingBooks.com/SE

• Great prices
• Over 100+ publishers

• Easy one-stop shopping

Complete Curriculum Packages • Large Selection of Books & Materials
Consultation Services Available • Christian Values Throughout!

Complete Curriculum Packages • Large Selection of Books & Materials
Consultation Services Available • Christian Values Throughout!

We can't promise another Einstein - but as a 
Homeschooler, Einstein never had our wide selection of 
excellent curriculum to choose from.

Stay on target , we have all the extras you’ll need to 
reach your Home Schooling Goals!

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

HHHHHOLIDOLIDOLIDOLIDOLIDAAAAAYYYYY M M M M MINISTRINISTRINISTRINISTRINISTRYYYYY O O O O OPPORPPORPPORPPORPPORTUNITYTUNITYTUNITYTUNITYTUNITY     FORFORFORFORFOR H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL F F F F FAMILIESAMILIESAMILIESAMILIESAMILIES

Have you ever wanted to get your teens involved in a mission project
during the holidays?  The Christmas Store Project is an opportunity for
underprivileged families in our area to shop for their children at no cost
to them.  All the toys are donated by different churches and individuals.
The ministry will have 3 mission centers and there is a store held at each
one.  The goal this year is to reach about 160 families which equals
approximately 400 children.  This ministry can use the muscle power,
youthful energy, and a workers heart that comes during the teenage
years.  Please consider how you might help them reach their goals during
this holiday season.  Here are the details and dates that they will need
help.  You can reach Toni Tanner at 281-793-7437 or by email at:
tanner_tc@hotmail.com.  What a wonderful way to kick off the holiday
season.

November 21st:  help sorting toys, removing price tags, and bagging
toys for each center.
Location:  Joy Fellowship  7629 Ave. F, Houston, Tx 77012
Time:  9 am with pizza for lunch

December 3rd:  help loading the truck with the toys and taking to the
other 2 centers and unloading at each location (this is a big need for
those of you with strong boys).
Location:  meet at Joy Fellowship (see above) then head over to Gano
Street Mission (1815 Gano St., Houston 77009) and then on to Fletcher
Street Mission (1913 Fletcher Street, Houston 77009)
Time:  meet at Joy Fellowship at 9 am and should be finished by noon

December 5th:  need help decorating, setting up tables and displaying
all the toys at each location
Location:  Contact Toni to find out which location you can be used at.
Time:  9 am (please bring a lunch that day)

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

TTTTTOOOOOYYYYYOOOOOTTTTTAAAAA C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

Current active homeschool offers at Toyota Center in Houston.
1. Playhouse Disney December 21, 2008 at 12:30pm and 3:30pm
Deadline to purchase tickets will be December 5th, 2008.
2.Radio City Christmas Spectacular - January 2-4, 2009 Deadline to
purchase tickets will be December 18, 2008.
3. Harlem Globetrotters - February 6-7, 2009 Deadline to purchase
tickets will be January 23, 2009.
For further information including order forms and ticket prices go to:
http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/Toyota.html

To pre-order tickets for homeschool groups sales:
1. Call  Courtney Aldrich at  713-758-7577  or 2. Fax your order to 713-
758-7555  or 3. Send your completed order form and payment to the
address listed on the form.
Questions email Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com These offer are open
to all homeschoolers, friends and family.

CCCCCINEMARKINEMARKINEMARKINEMARKINEMARK’’’’’SSSSS M M M M METRETRETRETRETROPOLITOPOLITOPOLITOPOLITOPOLITANANANANAN O O O O OPERAPERAPERAPERAPERA S S S S SERIESERIESERIESERIESERIES

These are actual performances from The Met! (with subtitles & backstage
interviews during the intermission) Live in HD on the Big Screen! More
details  including performance dates through May at:
http://www.cinemark.com/metropolitan_opera.asp

In the Gulf Coast area participating theaters include:
Beaumont, Cinemark Tinseltown 15
College Station, Cinemark Movies 18
Houston, Cinemark Memorial City
Katy, Cinemark 19
The Woodlands, Cinemark at Market Street Victoria, Victoria 12 Webster,
Cinemark 18
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WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

OOOOOLIVELIVELIVELIVELIVE G G G G GARDENARDENARDENARDENARDEN P P P P PRESENTSRESENTSRESENTSRESENTSRESENTS

“P“P“P“P“PASTASTASTASTASTAAAAA     TTTTTALESALESALESALESALES”!”!”!”!”!

Olive Garden is pleased to announce its
13th-annual Pasta Tales national es-
say writing contest, open to students in
first through 12th-grade.  From October 6 through December 5, Olive
Garden is asking students to answer the question:

“Ho“Ho“Ho“Ho“How ww ww ww ww would yould yould yould yould you use the Interou use the Interou use the Interou use the Interou use the Internet to cnet to cnet to cnet to cnet to changhanghanghanghange ye ye ye ye your commour commour commour commour communityunityunityunityunity
for the better?”for the better?”for the better?”for the better?”for the better?”

How to submitHow to submitHow to submitHow to submitHow to submit:  Beginning October 6, entries of 50-250 words can be
submitted online or by mail.  To submit online, direct students to
www.olivegarden.com, click “Community,” then “Pasta Tales”  To submit
by mail, an official entry form must accompany each essay.  An entry form
is attached and may be photocopied.  Entry forms are also available in
all Olive Garden restaurants.

Entry forms must be filled out completely and include the writer’s name,
complete address, phone number with area code, grade, date of birth
including year and a statement that the work is their own.  Entries thaEntries thaEntries thaEntries thaEntries thattttt
do not incdo not incdo not incdo not incdo not include this influde this influde this influde this influde this infororororormamamamamation will be disqualiftion will be disqualiftion will be disqualiftion will be disqualiftion will be disqualifiediediediedied.  Entries
submitted by mail must be postmarked by December 5 and sent to Pasta
Tales, PMB 2000, 6278 N. Federal Highway, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308-
1916.

PrizPrizPrizPrizPrizeseseseses:  There is one grand prize winner and 12 grade-level winners.
The grand prize is a trip to New York, dinner at the Olive Garden in Times
Square and a $2,500 savings bond.  Grade-level winners will receive a
$500 savings bond and dinner with their family at their local Olive
Garden.  A list of winners will be posted on the Olive Garden Web site in
May 2009.

JudgingJudgingJudgingJudgingJudging:  Submissions are reviewed by independent judges at the Quill
& Scroll Society of the College of Journalism and Communications at the
University of Iowa.  Essays are judged on creativity, adherence to theme,
organization, grammar, punctuation and spelling.  To view the 2007-
2008 winners, please visit www..olivegarden.com/company/community/
pasta_tales.asp.

You may want to consider Pasta Tales as a class assignment or for extra
credit.  If you need additional information, please call Katie Lennon at
(954) 776-1999, ext. 240 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. EST.

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS R R R R RENENENENENFFFFFESTESTESTESTEST S S S S SCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL D D D D DAAAAAYYYYYSSSSS P P P P PRRRRROGRAMOGRAMOGRAMOGRAMOGRAM

Date: October 28-29, 2008 9 am - 4 pm
Location: Plantersville (NW of Houston)
New this year: The Performing Arts Festival
- Oct 28 - Grades K-6th  - Oct 29 - Grades 7th-12th
These designated days are meant to be guides. Homeschoolers may
select they feel is appropriate to their students.  Admission includes all
stage entertainment, demonstrations and interactive presentations.  $8
at the gate.  For more information: http://www.texrenfest.com/
schooldays.html
Texas Renassaince Festival www.texrenfest.com

BBBBBALLALLALLALLALLUNUNUNUNUNARARARARAR L L L L LIFTIFTIFTIFTIFTOFFOFFOFFOFFOFF F F F F FESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVALALALALAL

Date: October 31- November 2, 2008
Location: Clear Lake (Houston)
Canceled due to IKE damage!
www.ballunarfestival.com
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CYT HCYT HCYT HCYT HCYT HOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTON     PRESENTSPRESENTSPRESENTSPRESENTSPRESENTS P P P P PETERETERETERETERETER P P P P PANANANANAN     ANDANDANDANDAND S S S S SEUSSICALEUSSICALEUSSICALEUSSICALEUSSICAL, J, J, J, J, JRRRRR.!.!.!.!.!

CYT Houston will be presenting two musical productions this month. The
Spring/Woodlands location will be presenting Peter Pan at Nancy Bock
Center for the Performing Arts in The Woodlands, October 31st through
November 9th, and the Conroe/Montgomery location will be presenting
Seussical, Jr.     at the WoodsEdge Montgomery Campus, 19380 SH 105 W
in Montgomery, November 14th through 16th. Come fly to Neverland with
Peter Pan, and then come sing and dance with the Cat in the Hat and
Horton the Elephant! For exact dates and times, please check out our
website, www.cythouston.org. Tickets are available for sale online.

The winter class session for the Spring/Woodlands location is now ac-
cepting registrations online for classes which will begin on Thursday,
November 13th and end with showcase on February 5th and 6th, with a
three week break for Christmas. CYT offers theater arts classes in a
wholesome environment to students ages 6 to 18. Classes meet in two
time periods: 4:30 to 6:30 and 6:30 to 8:30, at Champion Life Centre,
3031 FM 2920 in Spring. For a complete description of the classes
being offered in the winter session, go to our website, www.cythouston.org.
Those students 8 to 18 who are enrolled in our winter classes will be
eligible to audition for our winter production: Narnia: The Lion, The
Witch, and The Wardrobe, a musical based on the book by C. S. Lewis.
Auditions will be on Tuesday, November 18th, with possible callbacks on
Wednesday, November 19th, at Champion Life Centre. The production will
be at the Nancy Bock Center for the Performing Arts in the Woodlands,
January 16th-25th.
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CCCCCENTRALENTRALENTRALENTRALENTRAL T T T T TEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL C C C C COLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGEOLLEGE F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR

Saturday December 6, 2008  9:30 AM - 11:30 AM
Crestview Baptist Church
7600  Woodrow Avenue, Austin, TX
5 blocks south of Anderson Lane - between Burnet and Lamar.  Anyone
who is interested in attending college is welcome to attend.
No registration fee will be charged - no reservation will be required.
http://onedayacademy.com/about/events/college-fair/

LLLLLEEEEETTTTTOURNEAUOURNEAUOURNEAUOURNEAUOURNEAU P P P P PREVIEWREVIEWREVIEWREVIEWREVIEW     FORFORFORFORFOR H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL F F F F FAMILIESAMILIESAMILIESAMILIESAMILIES

Date: November 3, 2008
Homeschool Monday - designed with sessions specific for homeschool
families.   We recognize that homeschooled students are unique and
well-rounded students. They are more than prepared for the rigorous
coursework and diverse degrees offered here at LETU.  If your student is
interested in engineering, aeronautical science/aviation, missions, biblical
studies, education or business - chances are we are the university for
you!  More than 17% of our student body was homeschooled!
Questions: Contact the Visit Center by e-mail visitcenter@letu.edu or by
calling toll-free 1-800-759-8811
http://www.letu.edu/opencms/opencms/_Admissions/preview-info.html
LeTourneau University  http://www.letu.edu

TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE C C C C CYNTHIAYNTHIAYNTHIAYNTHIAYNTHIA     WWWWWOODSOODSOODSOODSOODS M M M M MITITITITITCHELLCHELLCHELLCHELLCHELL P P P P PAAAAAVILIONVILIONVILIONVILIONVILION’’’’’SSSSS 14 14 14 14 14THTHTHTHTH     AAAAANNUNNUNNUNNUNNUALALALALAL

CCCCCHILDRENHILDRENHILDRENHILDRENHILDREN’’’’’SSSSS F F F F FESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVALALALALAL

Our 14th Annual Children’s Festival has officially been canceled due to
damages that occurred during Hurricane Ike on Sept. 12 and 13, 2008.
The Pavilion suffered severe damage to its Teflon coated Fiberglas fabric
roof and support structure over the reserved seating area. canceled
dates include the school days on Nov. 13 & 14 and the public days on Nov.
15 & 16.  After repairs are completed, the Pavilion will reopen in the
spring of 2009 for it’s 20th season. http://www.woodlandscenter.org/
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HHHHHOMESTEADOMESTEADOMESTEADOMESTEADOMESTEAD H H H H HERITERITERITERITERITAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE C C C C CRAFTRAFTRAFTRAFTRAFT     ANDANDANDANDAND C C C C CHILDRENHILDRENHILDRENHILDRENHILDREN’’’’’SSSSS F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR

Date: Thanksgiving weekend, 2008
Location: Elm Mott (Waco)  Homestead Heritage
Annual event held every Thanksgiving weekend.
Exposition of the crafts, skills, and life of Christian craftsmen and chil-
dren.  (254) 754-9600  http://www.homesteadheritage.com/

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL     AAAAAFERHOURSFERHOURSFERHOURSFERHOURSFERHOURS     AAAAADDDDDVENTUREVENTUREVENTUREVENTUREVENTURE     AAAAATTTTT S S S S SPPPPPAAAAACECECECECE C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER

HHHHHOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTON

Date: December 9, 2008 5 pm - 10 pm
Location: Clear Lake (Houston)
Afterhours program MOVED to Dec 9th due to limited hotel space post-
IKE We are accepting new registrations for that date.
Homeschool After Hours Space Adventure - originally scheduled for
October 7, 2008 now on this new date.  Families of all ages are invited.
This After Hours Adventure is open to Home School families only!!!  For
further information Call: 281-244-2164
http://www.spacecenter.org/  SchoolOvernightHomeschool.html

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY  CONT.

SSSSSOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTH T T T T TEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS F F F F FIRSTIRSTIRSTIRSTIRST L L L L LEGOEGOEGOEGOEGO L L L L LEAGUEEAGUEEAGUEEAGUEEAGUE R R R R ROBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICS C C C C CHANGESHANGESHANGESHANGESHANGES D D D D DUEUEUEUEUE

TOTOTOTOTO I I I I IKEKEKEKEKE

We are canceling the four Qualifying Tournaments (Nov. and Dec.) and
the Practice Tournament scheduled for Nov. 1.
We will hold the following events for the 2008 FLL Climate Connections
Season December 6 is a Practice Day were teams can get feedback from
judges and referees and coaches can get further info about the
tournament. The location is still being finalized.
January 10, 2009 is the Championship tournament at UH Central
campus, specifically the Recreation and Wellness Center and the
University Center buildings.  University of Houston, College of Technology
http://core.tech.uh.edu/

BEST RBEST RBEST RBEST RBEST ROBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICS C C C C CHANGESHANGESHANGESHANGESHANGES D D D D DUEUEUEUEUE     TOTOTOTOTO I I I I IKEKEKEKEKE

2008 North Houston Hub BEST Robotics  (teams include the Wood-
lands Homeschoolers).  Demo day will be Nov 1st at Lone Star College,
and the HUB competition will be on Nov 7th and 8th at a location to be
determined.  Our Hub’s delayed start this year will cause us to finish the
Hub competition too late for the Hub winners to go to the Texas Best
Regional competition.  Therefore the North Texas BEST Hub winners
will compete on December 5th and 6th in the Frontier Trails BEST
Regional competition in Fort Smith, Arkansas.  http://
mcweb.woodstock.edu/~best/
http://www.bestinc.org/MVC/

RRRRROBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFEST 2009 2009 2009 2009 2009

(for 5th-12th Grade students)
    *  2009 Rules will be announced and Registration will be begin in
       Dec. 2008
    *  Jan ~ Feb: Workshops
    * March, 2009: Warm-up competition at Lawrence Tech in
        Michigan
    * March ~ mid April 2008: Qualifying Competitions
    * May 2, 2009: World Robofest 2009 Championship Robofest Seek-
ing Site Hosts for 2009 Competition Season Robofest is currently seek-
ing site hosts for the 2009 Competition Season.  Qualifying Competition
Sites are needed in March and April of 2009.  Top teams from each site
will qualify to move on to compete at the World Robofest Championships,
which will be held on the campus of LTU on Saturday, May 2, 2009.
Interested individuals, organizations, or schools should contact Robofest
coordinator Jerri Ureel at jureel@LTU.edu or check out www.robofest.net
and click on ?For Site Hosts? link. We are accepting applications until
November 30.  http://robofest.net/
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CCCCCONRONRONRONRONROEOEOEOEOE     AAAAAREAREAREAREAREA C C C C CHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIAN H H H H HOMEOMEOMEOMEOME E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS (CA (CA (CA (CA (CACHE)CHE)CHE)CHE)CHE)
GGGGGRADURADURADURADURADUAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

CACHE holds its graduation ceremonies in May of each school year.
Families with seniors must be CACHE members by December 1 to
participate in CACHE’s Graduation Ceremony. Call 936/756-4648 for
information.  Membership forms are at:http://www.cacheonline.org/
join.htm.  Parents and children 12 and older must read the CACHE
Guidelines & agree to abide by these Guidelines.

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL C C C C COMMUNICAOMMUNICAOMMUNICAOMMUNICAOMMUNICATIONTIONTIONTIONTION N N N N NETWETWETWETWETWORKORKORKORKORK (HSCN) G (HSCN) G (HSCN) G (HSCN) G (HSCN) GRADURADURADURADURADUAAAAA-----
TIONTIONTIONTIONTION

To join the HSCN_Grad2009 yahoogroup, you must attend the first
information meeting, and/or submit paid graduation application.  We will
have an information meeting in February 2009 at Cy-Fair College
Branch Library (9191 Barker-Cypress Rd, Cypress, TX 77433).  Loca-
tion: Cypress Bible Church 11711 Cypress N. Houston Rd. Cypress, TX
Saturday, May 16, 2009 Time: 3 pm.  Graduation application deadline:
March 1st,2009 Graduation Requirements: Must be homeschooled for
at least a year priorto graduating, must sign a Conduct agreement.
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HSCN_Graduation/

HCYHCYHCYHCYHCYA - HA - HA - HA - HA - HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL C C C C CHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIAN     YYYYYOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTH     AAAAASSOCIASSOCIASSOCIASSOCIASSOCIATIONTIONTIONTIONTION G G G G GRADURADURADURADURADU-----
AAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

Graduation 2009 is May 30, 2009. Space is limited to the first 100
graduates.  Information will be available in November. If you would like
to be put on an email list to be notified when the 2009 Package is ready,
click on the following link to send an email to graduation@hcya.org.
Make sure “Notify for 2009” is in the Subject line.  The Homeschool
Christian Youth Association is a distinctly Christian organization. Appli-
cants must carefully read the HCYA Statement of Belief and Purpose
and acknowledge that Graduation will be conducted as a Christian event.
Prospective graduates should have been homeschooled a minimum of
two years.  http://www.hcya.org/graduation.htm

HEP - HHEP - HHEP - HHEP - HHEP - HOMEOMEOMEOMEOME E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATIONTIONTIONTIONTION P P P P PARARARARARTNERSHIPTNERSHIPTNERSHIPTNERSHIPTNERSHIP     OFOFOFOFOF     TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS G G G G GRADURADURADURADURADUAAAAA-----
TIONTIONTIONTIONTION

May 9, 2009- 10am
Sagemont Church - Houston, TX.
Registrations for 2009 are now being taken. We are 2/3 full already!
You may sign up via e-mail to Mrs. Freeman, who will coordinate the
2009.  Graduation at chefkf@gmail.com
Meeting # 2 - January 21
Invitations, Caps/Gowns will be ordered.  Picture and Video Recording
dates announced. Graduation Practice - May 8, 2009
http://www.homeeducationpartnership.com/graduation.htm
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HHHHHOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTON Z Z Z Z ZOOOOOOOOOO H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL W W W W WILDILDILDILDILD W W W W WINKSINKSINKSINKSINKS

Houston Zoo is offering their Wild Winks Sleepover at The Houston Zoo to
the homeschool community on Saturday, December 6th. There is a fee of
$45. per participant. All participants must be 7 years old or older. The
address for detailed information and to make your reservations is
www.houstonzoo.org/en/cms/?2221.  They will accept a total number of
45 participants.

MMMMMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUM E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS O O O O OPENPENPENPENPEN H H H H HOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSE

Saturday, January 24, 2009 (watch for updates)
MUSEUM DISTRICT DAY
Originally set for Saturday, Sept. 20
HAS BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.
Museum District officials are assessing the situation within the district to
determine if and when the event can be rescheduled.  http://
www.houstonmuseumdistrict.org/default.asp?id=1

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

MMMMMOODOODOODOODOODYYYYY G G G G GARDENSARDENSARDENSARDENSARDENS E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTOROROROROR

Moody Gardens Educator event that was to take place on Saturday, Oct
4th was postponed due the extensive cleanup efforts in Galveston. They
hope to reschedule it at a later date sometime in 2009.  http://
www.moodygardens.org/

PrPrPrPrPrivivivivivatatatatate Clare Clare Clare Clare Clarineineineineinet Lessons ft Lessons ft Lessons ft Lessons ft Lessons for Yor Yor Yor Yor Your Childrour Childrour Childrour Childrour Children!en!en!en!en!

Lessons are only $15 per half-hour session

My experience comes from the two years that I made the Texas
All-State Band and the one year I made the Texas All-State

Orchestra.  I am in the Spring area and can be contacted via the
e-mail or phone numbers below:

David Bedee
(281) 376-9229 home          (713) 201-4802 cell

zebedees@mindspring.com
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AAAAAPPLEPPLEPPLEPPLEPPLE S S S S STORESTORESTORESTORESTORES F F F F FIELDIELDIELDIELDIELD T T T T TRIPRIPRIPRIPRIP

Apple is inviting groups of up to 25 students for the hour-long programs,
which can feature a big-screen presentation of work that the students
have already done in class (Keynote/PowerPoint, movies & more) or
hands-on creation sessions that allow the kids to make new projects in
the store. Parents and friends are welcome to come watch the fun.
http://feeds.tuaw.com/~r/weblogsinc/tuaw/~3/417091121/

We offer Field Trips from September 22 to November 21. You can re-
quest up to three date options. A Specialist will contact you within 48
hours to confirm the details of your event.
http://www.apple.com/retail/fieldtrip/


