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Southeast Texas Home School Association

Upcoming Events
August 7-8 - NTHEN Summer Conference pg. 10

August 8 - Lego Sumbot Tournamanet pg. 10

August 10 - George Observatory Classes for Homeschoolers pg. 09

August 15-16 - Colleges that Change Lives pg. 11

August 21 - Courtship Minded Family Meeting pg. 10

August 24 - New Support Group Meeting pg. 06

August 24 - Christian Youth Theater classes begin pg. 09

August 28 - YWISE Orientation pg. 07

August 29 - 30 - Schlitterbahn Homeschool Family Dayspg. 09

August 30 - Annual Houston Theater District Day pg. 12

August 31 - Rugby pg. 08

BBBBBOXOXOXOXOX T T T T TOPSOPSOPSOPSOPS

Many thanks to those who contributed Box Tops to SETHSA last year!
SETHSA receives Box Tops for Education year-round; there’s no deadline
other than the expiration date listed right on the Box Tops.  Your family or
support group can contact our new coordinater, Luisa Hernandez, via e-
mail at johnluis@hal-pc.org to find where to send them.

SEND! DON’T SEND!
Box Tops Betty Crocker points
Bonus Box Tops UPC codes
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SETHSA is here to support the homeschool community in every way we are able
and we want to say “Welcome Back for the New School Year.” As the new school
year quickly approaches, it is time to plan ahead for a great school year. As a
homeschooler, you may need more than just your curriculum. Some sugges-
tions to help you have the best school year yet:

1) Join a local homeschool support group. There are many benefits in joining
with fellow homeschoolers and SETHSA has support group maps to help you
locate a group just for you.  Support groups offer new homeschoolers a wealth
of knowledge, friendship, and support as you educate your children.  You can
view the support group map online at www.sethsa.org - click on support
groups.  If you don’t find a group in your area consider starting your own.
SETHSA is here to help you do just that.  Call or email us and we will provide
insight and information for getting one started.  It’s not as hard as you think.
Remember you can set the pace for the group to something that fits your
schedule and we will even help get the word out through the newsletter.

2) SETHSA has a beginner handbook which is available to help give you some
basic information on the many aspects of homeschooling; you do not have to
do it alone.  The handbook is available on the website at www.sethsa.org. You
can also e-mail us at staff@sethsa.org with your homeschool questions.

3) The Teaching Pioneer monthly newsletter is a great way to keep up
with all that is happening in the local homeschool community and the
many opportunities available. You can renew or subscribe for the up-
coming year.  This year holds many new and exciting changes. You will
see articles designed to help you as you homeschool and give reviews
on many of the popular curriculum.
You won’t want to miss out on any of the upcoming events.  The cost is
$25 for 12 months and you can sign up online at www.sethsa.org - click
on newsletter.  The Teaching Pioneer is now sent electronically to each
subscriber, and the renewal notices have been mailed out. Have a great
year!

4)  Consider joining the Homeschool Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) or the
Texas Homeschool Coalition (THSC) as you kick off the New Year.  SETHSA’s job
is to provide a network of support and events to sustain local homeschoolers
in their endeavor to homeschool.  When you join SETHSA you will become an
active part of our region. When you join HSLDA or THSC you will find legal and
legislative support on the state and national level.  They work hard to keep the
laws of our state and nation friendly for homeschoolers.  The legal backbone
they provide, in a sometimes unstable political environment, is important to the
homeschool community.  Your membership with them is different from SETHSA’s
but just as important.

KKKKKICKICKICKICKICK O O O O OFFFFFFFFFF     TTTTTOOOOO     THETHETHETHETHE N N N N NEWEWEWEWEW S S S S SCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL     YYYYYEAREAREAREAREAR ( ( ( ( (CONTCONTCONTCONTCONT.).).).).)

Be sure and visit their website to find out more about what they offer you.
Remember with each organization that your support also benefits all
homeschoolers as they strive to keep homeschooling legal and accessible for
all families.  HSLDA does give a discount if you are a member with SETHSA or one
of our support groups.  Please email or call us for their discount number before
you join.
· HSLDA  -  www.hslda.org
· THSC    -  www.thsc.org

TTTTTIMEIMEIMEIMEIME     TOTOTOTOTO R R R R RENEWENEWENEWENEWENEW!!!!!
With the new school year fast approaching, don’t forget to renew your
yearly subscription to The Teaching Pioneer!  Renewals have been sent
out so watch your mailbox, and call us at (281) 756-9792 or e-mail at
staff@sethsa.org if you do not receive your renewal form.
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Southeast Texas Home School Association (SETHSA) is a volunteer, non-profit
501(c)3 organization committed to ministering to home schoolers in the southeast
area of Texas. We receive over 4000 phone calls per year in which we inform and
encourage new and veteran home educators.  SETHSA  provides central communication
through our monthly newsletter The Teaching Pioneer as well as on the  web, which
contains information on legal updates, local news and activities.  SETHSA hosts an
annual conference each year with more than 50 workshops and over 100 vendors, as
well as sponsoring Bees, reading incentive programs, homeschool days, and much
more.

Individual subscriptions to The Teaching Pioneer are available.  Contact SETHSA
via e-mail or phone to find out more information.

Your financial contributions help SETHSA better minister to the homeschool
community and are tax deductible.   For more information or suggestions, e-mail,
call, or write to:

SETHSA
10592 - A  Fuqua #503                          Houston, Texas 77089

Service 281-756-9792                            Fax  281-756-8199
web page:  http://www.sethsa.org             e-mail:  staff@sethsa.org

Submissions to The Teaching Pioneer  are accepted  and must be received electronically
or in writing by the 15th of the preceding month.  The newsletter is sent electronically
on or before the  30th of each month.  SETHSA  reserves the right to edit articles for
content and length.  Articles and reviews do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
SETHSA board or it’s members.  E-mail all articles to publisher@sethsa.org.

SETHSA News   CONT.
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SETHSA is looking for moms and students who love to write.  Moms we
would love to receive articles that review curriculum.  Maybe you have
a favorite curriculum that you have really enjoyed using, and would
consider writing a 3 – 4 paragraph article reviewing the product.
Sometimes we stumble on a treasure that others would benefit from, or
just through the years of using different curriculum you can share your
impressions with others.  Please consider sharing your wealth of
information with others.  As a homeschool community this is an awesome
way to help touch others who may need a fresh idea for their school
curriculum, or are new to homeschooling.  Would you consider being a
part of this ministry?

Another beneficial item for the newsletter is recipes.  During this
economic crunch please send us your favorite meal stretchers or any
great recipes.  Send all articles and recipes to staff@sethsa.org.

SETHSA is looking for students who love to write.  Here are a few
examples of articles we are looking for.  Maybe you are active in a 4-H
group, Scouts, volunteer work, speech or debate clubs, or other organi-
zations that would benefit homeschoolers.  We would love to pass this
information on to homeschool students in our area.  Send us a 3 – 4
paragraph article detailing the organizations and events available to
homeschoolers.  Be sure to include why you like being a part of this
organization.  Another type of article that students can write are “How
to Articles.”  Maybe you have registered for college or applied for a
scholarship, and would be interested in sharing the process with other
students who are at that same stage in life or their school.  Be sure to
give clear details as to how you completed the process and share any
useful websites or books that helped you accomplish your goals.  These
are just a few of the topics you could write about. Remember that your
experiences can be a valuable tool to others.  Send your articles for
approval to staff@sethsa.org.

THSC  News

THSC NTHSC NTHSC NTHSC NTHSC NEWSEWSEWSEWSEWS

Although the 2009 legislative session ended on May 30, the battle to
protect the freedoms and constitutional rights of parents continued as
we focused our efforts on convincing the Governor to veto a very contro-
versial bill, SB 1440.

As May drew to a close, the regular session of the 2009 Texas Legisla-
ture ended with a bang when SB 1440 slipped by with an amendment
that would give the court authority to force parents to give CPS access to
the child and/or to transport the child for “interview, examination, and
investigation,” without a court hearing or notice to the parent. Worst of
all, the language in the current statute that requires CPS to prove “good
cause shown” was stricken.

THSC NTHSC NTHSC NTHSC NTHSC NEWSEWSEWSEWSEWS

 Thus, this bill would allow CPS, during an investigation in which the
parents refused to waive their Fourth Amendment rights, entrance into
their home, access to medical or mental health records of their children,
or transportation of the child, on the simple filing of an affidavit by a CPS
worker, with no hearing or opportunity for the parents or their legal
counsel to present their case. This amendment was tacked on at the last
minute, and many legislators were unaware of the key issues surround-
ing this bill. We immediately contacted the Governor’s office and asked
him to veto this bill and we also issued an Alert to the home school
community asking homeschool families to do likewise.

On June 16, we delivered a letter, outlining the legal arguments for our
request that Governor Perry veto SB 1440, to the Governor’s office.
This letter was drafted with the help of several attorneys who defend
innocent families in CPS investigations on a regular basis, as well as
some constitutional attorneys. It was a long and detailed legal argument
that clearly stated why this bill must not become law.  At the end of the
document we attached two “exhibits.” One was the memo by the Depart-
ment of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) that outlines their inter-
pretation of SB 1440. The other document was the bill analysis that was
prepared for the bill and was the basis for the amendment to SB 1440.

THSC  News  CONT.
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NEWSLETTER WORKSHOPS

VVVVVISUISUISUISUISUALALALALAL P P P P PRRRRROCESSINGOCESSINGOCESSINGOCESSINGOCESSING     AAAAA F F F F FOUNDOUNDOUNDOUNDOUNDAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONALALALALAL S S S S SKILLKILLKILLKILLKILL     TTTTTOOOOO L L L L LEARNINGEARNINGEARNINGEARNINGEARNING

SSSSSUCCESSUCCESSUCCESSUCCESSUCCESS

By Jan Bedell, M.Ed.,M.ND, (Certified Neurodevelopmentalist)

Visual processing is visual short-term memory - what goes in through
the visual channel to the brain and right back out.  This vital skill picks up
information from the environment which then has an opportunity to be
stored in long term memory.   Scarcity of visual processing ability can
require a child to use other channels (auditory or tactile) to bring in
information which may not be the most efficient.  More about efficient
input of information in a future tip of the month.

A preschool child with deficits in visual processing, experiences difficulty
remembering numbers, letters and words.  For more information about
this important skill see Teaching Babies by Kay Ness in the articles
section of our website.

An older child with inefficiencies in this area could have difficulty in just
about everything:  math, spelling, reading, visual attention, picking up
visual information and eye contact.  The good news is that you can help
your child with this weakness in just 2 two-minute sessions a day!

There are several different ways to work on visual processing.  One is
with digit cards (child must be able to easily recognize number 0-9).
Full instructions are available in our free visual processing test kit.  Access
this kit by going to our website or by email: orderdept@littlegiantsteps.com
(put “visual test kit” in the subject line).  If your child doesn’t recognize
numerals, ask for the “Visual Tiny Tot kit”.

So that you have a reference point, a one year old should be able to hold
one piece of visual information, a two-year-old, two; a three-year-old,
three, etc., up to seven.  Seven is minimum for a child 7 years of age or
older.  The better a child processes; the more readily information is
developing this skill, the more information your child will pick up from his
environment. When proficient, his sponge-like ability to pick up visual
information will amaze you!      www.littlegiantsteps.com

On July 19, Rep. Jerry Madden, the House sponsor of SB 1440, issued a
letter asking the Governor to veto his own bill as a result of our efforts to
inform legislators of the dangers this bill posed to families. This was a
huge development, as it supported our position that this legislation was
passed without the full understanding of the legislature.  Later that day,
I received a phone call from Governor Perry’s office to inform us that he
would announce shortly his intention to veto SB 1440. He heard the
outcry from parents all over Texas (and many other parts of the coun-
try), and he responded.  Since that time Governor Perry has been taking
quite a bit of heat for his veto of this bill. In his official statement with the
veto, the Governor said, “Senate Bill No. 1440 ... overreaches and may
not give due consideration to the Fourth Amendment rights of a parent
or guardian ... I am also directing DFPS, through its Parental Advisory
Committee, to develop and recommend statewide procedures to follow
when seeking court orders to aid investigations, while protecting the
rights of parents and families.”

The Governor’s statement and the controversy surrounding SB 1440 is
evidence that this issue is not going away, and as a member of the CPS
Parental Advisory Committee, I will work to make sure any changes
protect children from abuse while preserving the rights of parents to
protect their families against abusive investigations at the hands of
Child Protective Services.

THSC  News  CONT.
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For many, school is just around the corner.  It’s that time of year when we
stop and take stock in the approaching year.  You probably have already
purchased most of your curriculum and supplies, now comes the time
consuming part.  You will need to begin to understand your curriculum
layout and make assignments and test plans.

There are several ways you can plan your year.  One way is to spend a few
weeks each summer planning your entire year.  Some mom’s do this while
the kids are at camp.  The other options are to plan a day, week, or month
at a time. I’ve planned for a week’s worth of work, a month’s worth of
work and even flown by the seat of my pants day by day.  I personally don’t
recommend the last one.  For me planning a month at a time worked the
best.  Planning a month at a time seems to be a wise investment.  You
don’t have to carve out such a big block of time and you don’t have to
spend so much time reviewing each weeks work.  With the time between
when you did the planning and actually use the material is not so long,
then you won’t become unfamiliar with the text.

Using a 3 ring binder can be a really big help.  I tend to write big and never
have enough room in lesson planning books.  Therefore, I use notebook
paper, tabs, and a binder for each child.  I make notes on what page
number the lessons are and title of the book where each piece of the
lesson can be found.  Sometimes you have several books for each subject
and using their titles with each assignment keeps you from spending too
much time hunting for the assignment.  This is really helpful if you
choose to plan a year at a time as you will forget where things are the
farther you get into the year and away from the planning time.  If the
tests were bound in a workbook format, I would take it to the copy store
and have the spine cut off then punch 3 holes in the pages.  This is great
because I would put each test in the binder so I would have it at my finger
tips.  I liked to keep all those random pieces in one place to save time.  I
also kept answer keys in these binders.  You might want to take any
student workbooks to the copy store and have the spine cut off and
bound like a spiral notebook.  This was a must because I think their
writing is better when the book opens flat.  It really is a much better work
environment for the student.  If you have a large family you might want to
consider saving toward buying your own machine from Office Depot.  One
other item I suggest you put in the front of your binder is a calendar for
each month.  You can print these off the internet.  http://
www.printable2009calendar.net/.  This will give you a chance to keep up
with outside classes, co-ops, and field trips.  As a result you will be able
to plan each month’s work.

SSSSSTTTTTARARARARARTINGTINGTINGTINGTING     THETHETHETHETHE N N N N NEWEWEWEWEW     YYYYYEAREAREAREAREAR ( ( ( ( (CONTCONTCONTCONTCONT.).).).).)

If you are going to be working on projects and experiments try to get all
of the supplies at the beginning of the year.  I know that this can be a
little costly at one time and having everything you need to keep those
lessons from sneaking up on you.  By possessing the supplies needed
throughout the school year you will have removed some of the frustration.
Nothing throws off school more than to get up and not have what you
need for the day.  This is one of the most frustrating things, it can wreck
your week but is so easy to avoid.  Use your calendar page to keep up with
the big projects and this will help you allow time into your daily schedule
for the extra project.  When protecting you schedule, remember to plan
your lunches as well. Having to run an errand in the middle of school will
also knock a big hole in your time schedule and make getting back on
track even harder.  Oh, and by the way, the calendar doesn’t work if you
don’t get in the habit of checking it each week.   It took me a while to get
in that habit.

The last item in your notebook is a tab for grades.  Merely keep a list of
your grades for each subject, then when you are ready to do your report
card everything is in one place.  This is very helpful because everything
is ready when you are.  I struggled for years with grading issues.  I
decided that I would grade each week and then just record the grade in
each student’s book.  I finally decided on an annual report card.  Since we
schooled through most of the year I got tired of trying to break things
down into a semester.  One of the great things about homeschooling is to
deviate from the plan when you want to.  This makes scheduled report
cards a little more challenging.  Just remember for those that are new,
don’t stress out in this area too much.  The main thing is to keep track of
what you’ve done, and then you can go back and design your report card
timetable when everything is done.

Relax and enjoy this school year.  Treasure every moment even the
stressful ones.  The beauty of homeschooling is that you are in charge.
These are still your children and you know what is best for them.  The
suggestions in this article are just that – suggestions.  Finding what
works for you and yours is usually a combination of many suggestions, so
keep your ears open when homeschoolers start talking about what works
for them.  Some of these will also work for you.  Be realistic as you decide
you your homeschool structure and organization.  Take into account how
many you will be schooling, any health problems that will slow you down,
how organized you are, and what your expectations are for the year.
Then step back and take a second look.  If you aren’t as organized as you
would like then start with small changes till you get better.  Remember to
re-evaluate your goals around the holidays.  Sometimes we are
overzealous at the beginning of the year and need to take another look
at what we really need to accomplish.    Enjoy the year for they will be
grown when next you turn around.

MONTHLY TIP MONTHLY TIP CONT.



August 2009 Page 5

RECIPE OF THE MONTH

95% Of All College 
Applications Include 

An Honor Society.

Will Your Student’s
Transcript Be
Competitive?

MU ETA SIGMA
National Math Honor Society
for Home Schooled Students

www.MathHonorSociety.com

AAAAAPPLEPPLEPPLEPPLEPPLE T T T T TARTSARTSARTSARTSARTS

Apple Tarts
4 medium granny smith apples (peeled and sliced thin)
¾ cup packed brown sugar
½ cup all purpose flour
½ cup rolled oats
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
½ teaspoon of ground allspice
1/3 cup butter – soften

Place sliced apples in greased 8" square pan.  In a bowl combine
ingredients and then add butter.  Mix with your hands until crumbly.
Sprinkle over apples.  Bake apple tart at 375 degrees for 35 minutes or
until apples are tender.  Serve warm.  You can also top with vanilla ice
cream.

CCCCCARDIOPULMONARDIOPULMONARDIOPULMONARDIOPULMONARDIOPULMONARARARARARYYYYY     RESUSCITRESUSCITRESUSCITRESUSCITRESUSCITAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTION (CPR)  (CPR)  (CPR)  (CPR)  (CPR) ANDANDANDANDAND     AAAAAUTUTUTUTUTOMAOMAOMAOMAOMATEDTEDTEDTEDTED

EXTERNEXTERNEXTERNEXTERNEXTERNALALALALAL     DEFIBRILLADEFIBRILLADEFIBRILLADEFIBRILLADEFIBRILLATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS (AED (AED (AED (AED (AEDSSSSS)))))

Every year more than 294,851 lives are lost to sudden cardiac arrest
and 92.1% die before making it to the hospital.  With numbers this high
homeschoolers might want to consider adding CPR training to their
health education Curriculum.  CPR training can also be used in your
science curriculum when studying the cardio system.  What better way
than to provide a hands-on science experiment while  learning CPR.
Let’s consider the facts and look at possible information that can be
researched to expand your curriculum.

If CPR and defibrillation are not started within 10 minutes there’s
virtually no chance of survival.  CPR is a lifesaving procedure that is
helpful in many emergency situations, such as heart attack or near
drowning, in which someone stops breathing or their heart has stopped.
CPR involves two concepts:  mouth-to-mouth and chest compressions.
CPR can keep blood flowing to each of the organs while waiting on
medical attention.  This is an excellent opportunity to branch of and
learn more about each of the vital organs.

When the heart stops lead your students to determine how long the
body can go without oxygenated blood before brain damage and death.
The brain will die in 4-6 minutes and the response time for EMS is
normally 10 minutes.  These are just a few examples of what you can
incorporate into your curriculum.  Use these ideas to spring board to
other facts for research.  Also, encourage your students to come up with
other related areas for study.  You might want to consider visiting your
local hospital and interviewing the staff of the ER who use this procedure
on a daily basis.  Then have your student write up the interview.  Maybe
you know someone whose life was saved by CPR or AED.  This would also
make an excellent interview opportunity.

MONTHLY CURRICULUM TIP

Teaching CPR is more than an addition to your health or science
curriculum.  This program gives you and your students the ability to save
lives.  In today’s fast paced society, everyone is busy.  But, what would
you do if a family member, co-worker, friend, customer, or neighbor had
a heart attack, drown, or stopped breathing, besides dialing 911?
Statistics show that sudden cardiac arrest is becoming a leading cause
of death and it is one that many people can prevent by learning CPR,
First Aid, and AED training.  CPR, First Aid, and AED trained people is
imperative in every business, school and home—and anyone can learn
how to perform CPR and First Aid which means that anyone, even you,
can save a life.  Or in some cases, you will be a hero to someone. 
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You are hereby cordially invited to attend the Civil War Weekend at Plan-
tation Liendo.  Friday, November 20th   2009.      This will be open to the
schools and homeschools alike.  The camps will be open for the students
to walk through, ask questions, and gather research material.  The fee is
$5 per student; chaperones teachers are will receive free entry.  We ask
that the ratio of students to chaperones be no more than 10 to 1, and
groups must remain together.  If the ratio above is more some teachers
will be charged $5.  Tours through the Plantation House are available
free to students on school day.  For more information, contact Susan
Gibson at sagibson@11texascav.org or (713) 205-1897.

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY  CONT.
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Learning CPR and how to use an AED can possibly mean the difference
between life and death in a medical emergency.  CPR can double or triple
the survival rate.  The objectives of CPR and AEDs are to preserve life,
prevent injury or illness from getting worse and promote recovery.  Giving
your students the opportunity to learn CPR not only gives them the tools
to maybe one day help save a life, but it may also be an area of interest
that leads them to their future career choice.  If you or your students are
interested in adding this study to your curriculum contact Pearl Chiles at
(832) 665-0733 or visit www.cprforyounow.com

MONTHLY CURRICULUM TIP  CONT.
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Calling all those who live in Brazoria County or close by (this includes
Alvin, Manvel, Rosharon, Damon, Santa Fe, Liverpool, Angleton, and
anyone in or around these areas). A Support Group for this area is in the
works. Our first meeting will be August 24th at 7 pm. The group meet-
ings will be at South Park Baptist Church, 1718 Johnson Street, Alvin,
TX 77511. This August meeting will be a meet and greet along with
desert to get a chance to know others in the area. We will share a little
of our ideas and get feedback from those who are interested in partici-
pating. If you need more information, please contact Holly at
blindspeed1@yahoo.com. Hope to see you there.

TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS R R R R RENENENENENFFFFFESTESTESTESTEST S S S S SCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL D D D D DAAAAAYYYYYSSSSS P P P P PRRRRROGRAMOGRAMOGRAMOGRAMOGRAM

Join the Texas Renassaince Festival located NW of Houston on October
27 – 28 from 9:00 am – 4:00 pm for their school days program.
Homeschool groups are welcome to participate.  Festival events, shows
and activities are designed specifically for the School Days Program and
will be both educational and entertaining.  Not open to the general
public.  The Performing Arts Festival - see website for contest entry
forms, space is limited.

- Oct 27 - Grades K-6th              - Oct 28 - Grades 7th-12th

These designated days are meant to be guides. Homeschoolers may
select they feel is appropriate to their students.  Advance purchase
deadline Oct 2nd.  Admission includes all stage entertainment,
demonstrations and interactive presentations.  Order information: http:/
/www.texrenfest.com/schooldays.html  Texas Renaissance Festival
www.texrenfest.com
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CLEAR (Canyon Lake Educators and Resources) & Yogi Bear’s Jellystone
Hill Country (www.jellystonehillcountry.com ) will host our second annual
Homeschool Weekend in the Hill Country in Canyon Lake (just outside
New Braunfels, TX). This year we are excited to host SETHSA founder
and homeschool workshop developer, Hank Tate as our keynote speaker
on Friday night (which is free and open to the community). Hank will also
share again on Saturday. (www.educationalsupport.org)

Jellystone is a recreational park located a couple of miles from either
the Guadalupe River and Canyon Lake, featuring RV and rustic camp
spots, cabins and hotel rooms, sand volleyball, horseshoes, basketball,
indoor and outdoor pool, lazer tag, jumping pillow and lots more! Week-
end rates for homeschoolers to come stay at the park are discounted or
there is a $5 per day or $25 max per family day rate.

Come and enjoy inspiring speakers, workshops, fun & educational activi-
ties for the kids on Saturday, and as always, you are welcome to enjoy all
the park amenities and surrounding attractions with your family. Our
goal is to make this a relaxing, fun and educational time for your entire
family. Brown bag lunches will be available on Saturday (or you can do
lunch on your own) and a community pancake breakfast will be available
at the park Sunday morning. Saturday night you can enjoy star gazing,
an outdoor movie or roast marshmallows around the campfire and sing
camp songs. There is something for every age from college workshops to
crafts for the little ones. Come to all the sessions, or just a few and go
explore the river or the lake; it’s your choice!

Looking forward to seeing you the weekend following Labor Day, Septem-
ber 11-13th!

www.jellystonehillcountry.com to register or call Lynette 210-254-5424
for more information.

HHHHHOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTON G G G G GEMEMEMEMEM     ANDANDANDANDAND M M M M MINERALINERALINERALINERALINERAL     SHOWSHOWSHOWSHOWSHOW     MOVESMOVESMOVESMOVESMOVES     TOTOTOTOTO N N N N NOVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBEROVEMBER

The 56th Annual HGMS Gem, Jewelry, Mineral, and Fossil Show has moved
to November 13 - 15, 2009 and will be held at the Humble Civic Center
(8233 Will Clayton Pkwy., Humble, TX).

The Houston Gem & Mineral Society has decided to leave September to
the storms and to move its Annual Show to November in which, historically,
there have been NO hurricanes in the area.  We hope to see you all in the
fall.  http://www.hgms.org/

YWISEYWISEYWISEYWISEYWISE

Planning your 2009-2010 calendar?  Consider YWiSE Club , a unique
Inter-Non-Denominational Christian club for young ladies designed to
impact our future generations by encouraging, and motivating young
women to become all that God created them to be; Wise, Virtuous, and
Courageous!  We focus on building godly character, leadership skills,
creativity and talents, poise and femininity, through group discussions
and fun activities!  We are now accepting applications for our 2009-2010
school year. Our mandatory Registration and Orientation Meeting (ROM)
will be Friday, August 28 at 1:30 P.M.  For more information visit our
website www.ywiseclub.com  If you have any questions contact Claudia
Barrett at (713) 907-0881, or ywise@ywiseclub.com
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RRRRRUGBYUGBYUGBYUGBYUGBY

On Monday and Wednesday nights staring 31 August the Clear Lake
Recreation Center will be providing non-contact rugby classes divided
into groups for Under-9, Under-13, and Under-17 year old students. 
This is a great PE opportunity for homeschool families.

Non-contact rugby is growing in its use as a PE activity in schools across
the country because it is a continuous, free flowing team game for both
boys and girls.  For an hour each night, players will run, pass, and catch
a ball in order to score points by evading their opposition.  It is being
offered to the community through the Clear Lake City Recreation Center
as a safe, fun way for students to get fit and stay physically active.

For information on the non-contact variant of rugby played here in the
US called “Rookie Rugby,” the playing manual can be found at the following
link (http://www.usarugby.org/media/EDocs/guidebook.pdf).  If you have
any questions about the game in general or the benefits of this course,
please feel free to contact Chris Draper at topher.draper@gmail.com.

Registration is through the Clear Lake City Recreation Center (by calling
281 488-0360, or visiting the website at www.clcca.org), with the course
costing $30 for the first 4 weeks starting on 31 August and $60 for the
next 8 weeks starting on 28 September (i.e. $3.75/night per student).

KVPKVPKVPKVPKVPAAAAAC’C’C’C’C’SSSSS S S S S SAAAAATURDTURDTURDTURDTURDAAAAAYYYYY F F F F FAMILAMILAMILAMILAMILYYYYY     AAAAARRRRRTTTTT     WWWWWORKSHOPSORKSHOPSORKSHOPSORKSHOPSORKSHOPS: : : : : 

PLUSH WORKSHOP

Make collaborative arts & crafts projects as a family. A parent must
attend with children, no exceptions. This is a mixed-age class for PreK to
age 12.
When: Saturday, September 12, 2009, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Where: KVPAC, 2501 S. Mason Rd #290, Katy, TX 77494 located in the
Great Southwest Equestrian Center Complex                 Tariff: Adults are
FREE, $15/first child and $10/siblings. Register ON-LINE at
www.KVPAC.org.  

ART FOR YOUR YARD

Make collaborative arts & crafts projects as a family. A parent must
attend with children, no exceptions. This is a mixed-age class for PreK
to age 12.
When: Saturdays, September 26, 2009, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Where: The Katy Visual & Performing Arts Center, 2501 S. Mason Rd
#290, Katy, TX 77494 located in the Great Southwest Equestrian Center
Complex.  Tariff: Adults are FREE, $15/first child and $10/siblings.
Register ON-LINE at www.KVPAC.org.  

Contact:Lisa Connolly, KVPAC Marketing Director, 281-829-2787,
lconnolly@KVPAC.org, www.KVPAC.org

 

KVPKVPKVPKVPKVPAAAAAC’C’C’C’C’SSSSS C C C C COMPOMPOMPOMPOMPANYANYANYANYANY P P P P PRRRRRODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTIONODUCTION     OFOFOFOFOF S S S S SLEEPYLEEPYLEEPYLEEPYLEEPY H H H H HOLLOLLOLLOLLOLLOOOOOWWWWW     

Ichabod Crane, a lightly goofy schoolmaster, comes to the farming
community of Sleepy Hollow with all his worldly possessions looking for a
good life and a wealthy wife who will supply it. Once he sets eyes on the
local beauty, Katrina Van Tassel, he’s sure his dream will come true.
Unhappily for Ichabod, Katrina has a boyfriend, and to complicate matters
the graveyard in town is haunted by a small army of restless spirits,
including the most famous phantom of all, the Headless Horseman who
chases after Ichabod. Enjoy this spooky show alive with hilarious action
and fun, suitable for all age groups.                When: October 29, 30 & 31,
 2009.                                             Where: The Katy Visual & Performing
Arts Center, 2501 S. Mason Rd #290, Katy, TX 77494 located in the
Great Southwest Equestrian Center Complex  Tariff: Tickets available ON-
LINE at www.KVPAC.org.  

Contact: Lisa Connolly, KVPAC Marketing Director, 281-829-2787,
lconnolly@KVPAC.org,www.KVPAC.org
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GGGGGEOREOREOREOREORGEGEGEGEGE O O O O OBSERBSERBSERBSERBSERVVVVVAAAAATTTTTORORORORORYYYYY C C C C CLASSESLASSESLASSESLASSESLASSES     FORFORFORFORFOR H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL S S S S STUDENTSTUDENTSTUDENTSTUDENTSTUDENTS

We offer hands-on astronomy classes for homeschool elementary students.
Classes are specially designed for grades K-2 and 3-8.

The classes at the George Observatory are designed to be a series of
classes.  However, individual classes may be purchased if desired.  You
may book classes by e-mailing your registration forms to Vanessa Garcia
at vgarcia@hmns.org or by contacting Vanessa at (713) 639-4733
beginning at 9 am on Monday, August 10, 2009.  http://www.hmns.org/
files/education/GeorgeHomeSchoolReg09-10.pdf

THE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STOREOREOREOREORE
1355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIWAAAAAY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTONONONONON,,,,,     TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018

713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894
Discount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  Children en en en en WWWWWelcomeelcomeelcomeelcomeelcome

PubPubPubPubPublisherlisherlisherlisherlishers in Stocs in Stocs in Stocs in Stocs in Stockkkkk
Saxon - Alpha Omega - Bob Jones - Apologia

Singapore Math - Lamplighter Books - Classic Novels
Explode the Code - D.I.V.E. Cd’s -  Shurley Grammar

Tapestry of Grace - Runkle Geography - Easy Grammar
Write Source - DK - Story of Liberty - Master Books
Learning Language Arts thru Literature - Pathways
Spelling Power - Sing, Spell, Read & Write - Baker
Christian Liberty Press - Progeny Press - Usborne
Five in a Row - Well Trained Mind - Diana Waring

Horizons Math - Veritas Press - Henty Books
Greenleaf - Writing Strands - Power Glide

English from the Roots Up
Over 200 Publishers in Stock, Others arriving Soon

100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books
(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)

Map at www.thehomeschoolstore.com
or  Call for directions
We buy used Curriclum

CCCCCHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIANHRISTIAN     YYYYYOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTHOUTH     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATERTERTERTERTER     AAAAANNOUNCENNOUNCENNOUNCENNOUNCENNOUNCE 2009-2010 2009-2010 2009-2010 2009-2010 2009-2010
SSSSSEASONEASONEASONEASONEASON

CYT-Houston will have classes and productions in two areas
this year:   Conroe/Montgomery and Spring/Woodlands.  Classes
will begin Monday, August 24th for Conroe/Montgomery. 
Auditions for their fall production, Robin Hood, will be on Tuesday,
August 25th, with callbacks on Wednesday, August 26th. Conroe/
Montgomery will produce Beauty and the Beast in the spring.
 Classes begin Thursday, August 27th for the Spring/Woodlands
area.  Auditions for their fall production, Aladdin, will be on Friday,
August 28th, with callbacks on Saturday, August 29th.  The
Spring/Woodlands area will produce Seussical in the winter and
Cinderella in the spring.  Please check our website,
www.cythouston.org, for information on classes and productions.

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY     AAAAATTTTT S S S S SPPPPPAAAAACECECECECE C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER H H H H HOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON

Thank you to all the families who helped us make 2008 the most
successful Home School Day ever at Space Center Houston.

Save the date—Homeschool Day for 2009 is….October 7, 2009.
Homeschool After Hours Adventure - October 6, 2009.

Check back at our website this coming summer for information regarding
Homeschool Day 2009. We look forward to seeing you again soon!  http:/
/www.spacecenter.org/HomeSchool.html

NTHEN SNTHEN SNTHEN SNTHEN SNTHEN SUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMER C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

NTHEN Summer Conference will be held at the Plano Convention Center
(2000 East Spring Creek Parkway, Plano, TX) on August 7 & 8, 2009l
See website for updates and online registration.  NTHEN - North Texas
Home Educators Network http://www.nthen.org.

SSSSSCHLITTERBCHLITTERBCHLITTERBCHLITTERBCHLITTERBAHNAHNAHNAHNAHN H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL F F F F FAMILAMILAMILAMILAMILYYYYY D D D D DAAAAAYYYYYSSSSS

Schlitterbahn Waterpark Resort in New Braunfels is hosting their annual
homeschool days August 29-30 and September 12-13.  An advance
ticket purchase with a minimum order of four tickets is required.  Orders
must be prepaid ten days prior to your visit.  This event applies ONLY to
the New Braunfels location, does not apply to other Schlitterbahn
locations.  http://www.schlitterbahn.com/nb/groups/  Contact Group sales
at (830) 608-8532 for ticket prices and order forms.  http://
www.schlitterbahn.com/nb/groups/contact.htm
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TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE A A A A AUSTINUSTINUSTINUSTINUSTIN LEGO S LEGO S LEGO S LEGO S LEGO SUMOBOTUMOBOTUMOBOTUMOBOTUMOBOT T T T T TOURNAMENTOURNAMENTOURNAMENTOURNAMENTOURNAMENT

The Austin Lego Sumbot Tournament will be held on Saturday, August 8,
2009 at the Austin Recreation Center at 1301 Shoal Creek Blvd.  This
event is sponsored by Austin Robotics Network.   Check-in begins at
12:00 and we will get started by 12:45.   We will finish by 3:15 as we
have to clear the building by 3:30.

As in the past, there is no age limit for this tournament.   Robot entries
can be made by individuals or teams.   There are some changes this year.
Due to the overwhelming response last year, we have decided to limit the
number of entries to one per individual or team, and individuals may not
be on more than one team.   There are also rule changes pertaining to
size & allowed sensors.

There is a suggested donation of $5 per entry.   Register by Monday,
August 3, 2009.   To register, send an email to Diana Heinig at

moonlit-hunt@earthlink.net with Sumobot in the subject line.   Tell me
how many robots you are registering, the names of the participants, and
request a registration form.   Fill out one registration form for each robot
and bring that with you to registration.
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www.musicrack.com 

CCCCCOURTSHIPOURTSHIPOURTSHIPOURTSHIPOURTSHIP-M-M-M-M-MINDEDINDEDINDEDINDEDINDED F F F F FAMILIESAMILIESAMILIESAMILIESAMILIES

Although the name might suggest something like the “Dating Game”,
Courtship Connection is not a couples-matching agency!  We are a club
for Bible believing families with children of all ages, from toddlers to
adults, that understand the dangers of dating and believe that courtship
is the better way for their children to select their spouse.  This is a club
for the entire family! The families will meet once a month to have fun
together. Younger children, and young adults are able to make friendships
with children of courtship-minded parents in a safe environment, with
their parents present. If you would like to join or know more about it,
come to our first meeting on Friday, August 21st at 7:00 PM. For location
and to RSVP please email Claudia Barrett at cbarrett@family.net and
type “courtship” on the subject line, or call (713) 907-0881.
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CCCCCOLLEGESOLLEGESOLLEGESOLLEGESOLLEGES     THATHATHATHATHATTTTT C C C C CHANGEHANGEHANGEHANGEHANGE L L L L LIVESIVESIVESIVESIVES     TX STX STX STX STX STTTTTOPSOPSOPSOPSOPS

Forty of America’s most remarkable colleges and universities are profiled
in former New York Times education editor Loren Pope’s influential book
Colleges That Change Lives, and they will be traveling to an area near
you later this year. We invite interested students, families, and college
counselors to learn more about making a well-informed college search
by joining us for an information session and college fair. Sponsored by
Colleges That Change Lives, a non-profit organization dedicated to the
support of a student-centered college search process, these programs
are free to the public and pre-registration is not required.  http://
www.ctcl.org/events/map.  The Texas locations are listed below:

Houston - Saturday, August 15, 2009, 10:00 a.m.- Marriott Houston Westchase
Austin - Saturday, August 15, 2009 at 7:00 pm - Austin Convention Center Dallas
Dallas - Sunday, August 16, 2009 at 3:00 pm - Hilton Dallas Lincoln Centre

TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE     WWWWWOODLANDSOODLANDSOODLANDSOODLANDSOODLANDS P P P P PAAAAAVILIONVILIONVILIONVILIONVILION

The Woodlands Pavilion is back post-IKE for its 20th year after a major
renovation.  Free Mezzanine and General Admission Lawn Seating at
select shows including: Houston Symphony September 3, 10, and 18 and
Oct 23 & Houston Ballet - Oct 9.

14th Annual Children’s Festival is back on Nov 14-15 tickets are $6 in
advance.  http://www.woodlandscenter.org/events.aspx

For cultural shows, you can either pay $5 to park in the garage at Six
Pines and Lake Woodlands or free parking is on Timberloch. Do NOT
park at the mall or Market Square or you will get towed.
http://www.woodlandscenter.org/default.aspx?id=50

MMMMMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUM D D D D DISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICT D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY

Get ready to enjoy a free day in the Houston Museum District on Saturday,
September 12 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Board a free bus shuttle and spend
the entire day exploring favorite museums and discovering new
destinations. Museum District Day will feature fascinating exhibitions,
hands-on activities, demonstrations and performances throughout the
day.  Fifteen museums will waive their general admission fee to offer the
community the opportunity to enjoy the District’s diverse displays of
art, science, nature and history. For more details about Museum District
Day please visit our web site.
www.HoustonMuseumDistrict.org
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HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATERTERTERTERTER D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

Thanks for the great response to our recent offers including Phantom of
the Opera. New offers for both BAA and TUTS are available. We will be
setting up new polls for the coming season to see which shows
homeschoolers would like to see.

Please check http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/theater/ for more
information including current offers.  New BAA Houston season includes:
Mary Poppins, Wicked; New TUTS season includes: Sound of Music, Little
House on the Prairie. Only those shows that show enough interest to
make our required minimums will have homeschool offers. When offers
become active, orders must be placed before the offers expire or you will
not get the homeschool discount. Questions contact Susan Frederick at
sjf@jsoft.com.
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HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY     AAAAATTTTT S S S S SEAEAEAEAEA     WWWWWORLDORLDORLDORLDORLD

Join Sea World September 24th from 9:30 an – 1:30 pm for an Instructional
Field Trip Experience (IFE). The park will be closed to the public; rides
will not be open. Homeschool families of all ages are welcome to attend.
SeaWorld will open exclusively for homeschools attending the field trip.
Participants will make SeaWorld their classroom as they touch dolphins,
discover the undersea world of sharks, learn the difference between sea
lions and seals and watch penguins as they get ready for their spring
season.  This field trip also features unique killer whale and sea lion
shows designed especially for education groups.  Bring your own lunch
and enjoy a picnic as you get to know other Home School students from
throughout Texas.  Cost is $8.00 plus tax per child or adult with no
minimum group size for homeschool groups.  For more information or to
make your reservation, please call (800) 700-7786.

http://www.seaworld.org/education-programs/swt/field-trip/index.htm
http://4adventure.com/SWT/default.aspx

MMMMMOODOODOODOODOODYYYYY G G G G GARDENSARDENSARDENSARDENSARDENS E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTOROROROROR O O O O OPENPENPENPENPEN H H H H HOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSE

The next Educator Open House will be October 3, 2009.  This free yearly
event provides an opportunity for educators to find out what Moody
Gardens in Galveston has to offer them. Educators receive free admission
into all Moody Gardens attractions and a ticket for a free boxed lunch.
Participate in guided tours and presentations; register for door prizes;
gather free educational materials (while supplies last) and more!

Note: You will be required to present some form of ID (support group
membership card, current newsletter, etc). Go to the website, fill out the
registration form and bring it with you to the event.  Family members
may purchase day passes for only $19 per person (no additional discounts
apply). No reservations necessary.
http://www.moodygardens.com/teaching_learning/educator_programs/

HHHHHEAEAEAEAEAVENVENVENVENVEN S S S S SENTENTENTENTENT C C C C CHOIRHOIRHOIRHOIRHOIR

Enrollment for the 2009-10 school year is currently underway for Heaven
Sent Choirs and a parent meeting is scheduled for Aug. 15 at 2 p.m. New
students may enroll by calling Kathie Fleming at 281-635-2365. Under
the direction of Leland Fleming, the choir strives to provide a high-
quality, Christ-centered music education program to home schooled
students in grades 1 through 12. Rehearsals are one day a week at
centrally located Free Will Baptist Church, 10331 Veterans Memorial
Drive. Heaven Sent ministers in a variety of venues including hospitals,
nursing homes, community events, and  formal concerts. High school
students also have the opportunity to compete in district, region, and
state auditions, as well take a Spring trip which includes additional
performances.  Junior high and high school ages students will attend
camp at Trinity Pines Encampment Aug 17-21. The first rehearsal of
the school year is Aug. 31.  For more information about Heaven Sent
Choir, go to www.heavensentchoirs.org.

AAAAANNUNNUNNUNNUNNUALALALALAL H H H H HOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATERTERTERTERTER D D D D DISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICT D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY

August 30th from noon – 4 pm visit the Alley Theatre, Hobby Center for
the Performing Arts, Wortham Theater Center and Jones Hall for a fun,
free family day highlighting the 2009-2010 Theater District season.
Grab an event program when you arrive and check out what’s happening
throughout the day including backstage tours, performances, and more!
www.houstontheaterdistrict.org


