THE TEACHING PIONEER

Southeast Texas Home School Association

WHA's oNTHEHDRIZON

HOMESC HOOL W ORK SHOPS

Coming January 16th, 2010, SETHS A will once again be partnering with area homeschool bookstores to

offer one-da vy tr aining workshops. Geared primarily tow ard new homeschoolers these workshops are
extremely v aluable, pro viding guidance in choosing curriculum, organizing the school da y and gaining
insight into a vailable resources, as well as giving parents an opportunit y to ask questions and talk with
other homeschoolers.

For information regarding these workshops and other questions, please contact the v arious local book -
stores at the numbers listed on page 2.

SPELLIN G BEE

It's time to start studying in preparation for the 2010 Spelling Bee. The SETHSA Bee will be held on February 20, at
Lindale Assembly of God Church. This will be the 2nd year that PBS/Channel 8 will host the regional spelling bee for
this part of Texas. There have been several changes, some from Scripps and some from PBS. SETHSA will be sending
out an email to all spelling bee coordinators with the details on how your bee should be held, and what documents

are available to your participants. Please don't hesitate to call or email if you have any questions about the informa-
tion sent out. Contact us at: 281-756-9792 or staff@sethsa.org . Good luck to all who partici-
pate. Hopefully another homeschooler will win the PBS/Channel 8 Bee.

GUIDELINES: The SETHSA Bees are for students grades K — 8th.

All Bees must be held by January 27, 2010.

DEADLINE for registering your winners with SETHSA is January 27, 2010.

REGISTER if your group plans to participate. G
[

EMAIL us at staff@sethsa.org

FEES: If your homeschool support group is a subscriber to SETHSA, we have waived your fee.
If you are not a subscribing support group, or part of a subscribing group there is a $20 fee.
REGISTRATION: Just For Fun Bee: 8:30am. Competition: 9:00am.

-
HSt " g
SETHSA Bee: Registration 9:30am. Competition: 10:15am.

READ t o SUCCEED

Well it's time, once again, to participate in the READ TO SUCCEED program. This great program offers students the
chance to participate in the Six Flags program. That's right!! Students can earn a free ticket to the Six Flags theme
park in either the San Antonio or Dallas area. Teachers (that's you, Mom) will receive one ticket, as well. (Sorry,
tickets will not be accepted at Splashtown.)

To participate, students must be in K — 6th grade and read 6 hours of RECREATIONAL reading from December to
February. Homework and schoolwork do not count!

Sign up by simply emailing us at staff@sethsa.org and be sure to tell us how many students will be participating.
When you sign up we will send you the necessary paperwork to fill out. Please return your information by February
17, 2010. Be sure to sign up soon!! What a great way to plan for a family vacation next summer. Each child

can pay their own way
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SETHSA News

HOMESC HOOL W ORK SHOPS

For information regarding the January workshops and other questions, please contact the various local
bookstores at the following numbers:

HEP Bookstore Ladybug Childr ens Books and Homeschool Supply
11665 Fuqua, Ste A -100 23854 High way 59 North

Houston, TX 77034 Kingwood, T exas 77339

281-922-0472 281-358-0286

www.hepbookstore.com www.ladybugchildrensbooks.com

The Curious Mind The Home School ®re

23854 High way 59 North 1355 Judiw ay

Kingwood, T exas 77339 Houston, TX 77018

281-392-4477 713-683-8894

www.thecuriousmindstore.com www.thehomeschoolstore.com

The Homeschool Store will ha ve workshops for new homeschoolers at 10am & 2pm and individual

consultations during the da .
- Free Shipleys Donuts in the morning from the best and one of the oldest shops in Houston
- All new Alpha Omega Bo  x sets(Lifepac, Horiz ons, & SOS) 20% off (our normal discount is 12%)

- Other surprise specials

THE HEP B 0OKSTORE
January 16, 2010 - Homeschool W orkshop Da y at Bookstores
Free Seminars offered by Joanne Juren
9 -10 am - Getting Started and Organiz ed
10-11 am - Choosing Curriculum
11-12 pm - The F our Y ear Plan for High School
1:30-2:30pm - How to Study Smarter , Not Harder! for P arents*
*This is a v ery short 45 minute v ersion of the longer seminar offered b y HEP Bookstore.
Joanne Juren’ s book will be a vailable for purchase.
www .hepbookstore.com

Homesc hool Chr istian Y out h Association (HCY A) Gr aduation

Information is now available online for the H&YGraduation being held on
May 8, 2010Application information may be found atww.hcya.og. Do not
delay in reading or filingThere is an application deadline in January

JeannieTate

12954 \Westleigh
Houston,TX 77077
281-870-9194
713-397-0834 cell
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SETHSA News

Suppor t Gr oup Leader ship Seminar
January 23rd, 2010

SETHSA will be sponsoring a leadership training workshop for all Support Group Leaders on Saturday,
January 23rd, 2010, at Parkway Fellowship which is located at 13414 Briar Forest Dr, Houston.

Hank Tate has been very active in the homeschool community since the founding of SETHSA in the mid-80s,
has developed a seminar that specifically targets the various areas in which leaders are confronted. Hank
will encourage each participant regarding ways to meet the needs of the families that comprise your group.
He will help you learn the skills needed to become a better leader.

Please RSVP to staff@sethsa.org with a list of those leaders who plan to attend by January 19th.

Note: Lunch will be provided for those leaders who have been enrolled. There is no child care available. If
you need to bring your children please provide quiet activities for them and a lunch.

This seminar will be a great opportunity for renewal for every support group leader.
The seminar schedule is:

9:30 Burnout in Leadership
An encouraging review of the realities of leadership — challenges, frustrations, heartaches,
and over work. This session will lift your heart and remind you of the foundational reasons
that you are investing yourself in helping families start and succeed in homeschooling. You
will come out refreshed and renewed.

10:30 Break

10:45 Foundations of Leadership
Surrounding yourself with helpers and future leaders is critical to long-term success for any
organization. We will discover together, and discuss as a group, a variety of ways to identify
and train future leaders within your group.

12:00 Lunch
1:00 Dealing with Conflict

Conflict is inevitable for anyone in leadership. It is impossible to make everyone happy, but
for those who care it is often painful to deal with conflict effectively. We will discuss the
realities of conflict, types of conflict, and real-life experiences that demonstrate key
principles for dealing with conflict. This workshop will build your confidence to face conflict
wisely and will encourage you with insights on how to address the emotions that arise
through conflict.

2:15 Break

2:30 Q&A
We will have an open Question & Answer session to address the issues and challenges on
your heart. Hank & Jeannie Tate will share experiences from their 25 years of service to
homeschoolers and everyone will be encouraged to share discoveries on how to handle
issues successfully. Come prepared to share where you are struggling and need help.

3:30 Closing
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HomescHooL OPPORTUNITY

Bill Ar cher Int er nship a vailablet o home sc hool junior s in CD7

This is an all expense paid informative trip to Washington DC available to high school juniors who live in Texas Congressional
District 7. This weeklong program will focus on face-to-face meetings with members of the legislative, executive and judicial branches
of government and other events of special interest.

Here’s what Adam Smith, the 2009 home school intern, had to say about his experience - Exciting, educational, engaging and
exclusive — the Bill Archer Internship offers high school juniors the unique opportunity to experience the federal government. As last
year’s Archer Intern, | will never forget witnessing the AIG hearings and then reading about those same hearings on the front pages of
three different newspapers. The Legislative, Judicial, and Executive branches of government were no longer inaccessible entities of text
books and news stories as we learned directly from senators, congressmen, executive branch officials, judicial officials, lobbyists,
members of the media, ambassadors and others who were actively involved in our government. Included in this learning experience
was an opportunity to ask America 's leaders questions from personal to national importance. John Culberson put it this way, “These
young people will get more time with national leaders than will chairmen of national organizations.” If you qualify to apply for the
Archer Internship, this is an opportunity of a lifetime. Do not let the daunting application process get in the way of this “under the
hood” experience of the federal government.

Guidelines for the program:

-Applicant must be a home-schooled junior, ages 16-17, who resides within the boundaries of Congressional District 7.
http://culberson.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/TX07_109.qif
You can also check the Who Represents Me website: http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/
-Applicant must have a cumulative “B” grade point average, have demonstrated an interest in government and
political science, and be willing to report on his or her experience to help promote the program next year.
-Applicant must submit two letters of references with application.
-Applicant needs to be available to travel Sunday, March 14, 2010 to Friday, March 19, 2010.
-Application deadline is Tuesday, December 15, 2009
The application is available on  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/HSCN_ArcherProgram

Questions? Email info@houstonhomeschool.org

HomMEscHooL ProuD

Ar ea Homesc hooler Places 4t h In N ational Bible Bee

Brittany Schlichter , age 13, competed alongside 99 other finalists from across the nation in the first-ever National Bible Bee in
Washington, D.C. in November. She scored 4 ™ place nationwide in the junior age category from an initial participation of over 17,000
contestants. The following is a description of the Bible Bee process in Brittanys own words:

“On the first day of the National competition | recited passages and answered Bible knowledge questions in two oral rounds. Because
I recited all 8 Bible passages word-perfectly, | received two bonus questions—one for each round. | also took a written test, which
consisted of 200 regular questions and 20 bonus questions. We were given only one hour to complete the test. The knowledge
questions on the test, which were pulled from the six Bible books we were instructed to self-study, took the longest time for me to
complete. They were thought—provoking and many of them were detailed. Each question had four possible answers and in all four
answer choices only one word was different! All of these 100 questions were taken from anywhere in the six books, not from our
assigned memory passages. These were just the regular questions. The 20 bonus questions were even more difficult and were taken
from anywhere in the Bible.

“After the oral rounds were complete, the scores were tabulated, and the announcement was made that there was a tie in all three
age categories! | tied with three others in my age category, and was asked to recite one more passage in the tie-off round. The passage
| was given was Psalm 34, which is 22 verses long. Ironically, | had been hoping | would be given this passage as it is one of my
favorites, but after reciting 17 verses (in the tie-off round, no self-corrects were allowed), | “blanked out,” and wasnt able to remember
the rest of the passage in the ten seconds | was given to “recover.” Although | was disappointed that | couldnt finish reciting the
passage, Im happy to be in fourth place!

“One thing that encouraged me was the Biblical approach to the competition—something that had been emphasized since long
before the National Bible Bees culmination. One girl told me that she didnt feel as if she was competing against the other contestants,
but with them. | understood what she meant—it was an immense blessing to support and pray for each other as we competed, rather
than indulging in a competitive spirit.

“I know that thousands of families have been blessed through this competition—I know of at least a couple young people who have
said that God used the Bible Bee to change their lives, and there are thousands of others. It has been so exciting to see how God has
used the Bible Bee to change our culture. Im looking forward to the 2010 National Bible Bee. Even if | dont advance to the National
competition, | know it will be a blessing to memorize so many Scriptures. | cant wait for next year!”

You can see more photos/details at ~ www.biblebee.org
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Giving Thanks

Author Unknown

For the hay and the corn and the wheat that is reaped,
For the labor well done, and the barns that are heaped,
For the sun and the dew and the sweet honeycomb,

For the rose and the song and the harvest brought home —
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving!

For the trade and the skill and the wealth in our land,
For the cunning and strength of the workingman’s hand,
For the good that our artists and poets have taught,
For the friendship that hope and affection have brought —
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving!

For the homes that with purest affection are blest,
For the season of plenty and well-deserved rest,
For our country extending from sea unto sea;
The land that is known as the “Land of the Free” —
Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving!

99999 9999999999 9gYYYYIYYYIYIYIYYYYY Yy

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the
world should be taxed. ([And] this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all
went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house
and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was,
that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because
there was no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this [shall be] a sign unto you;
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

Luke 2: 1-12
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HSLDA NEews

I I S I DA The Washington Times
November 23, 2009

Advocates for homeschooling
ey i

Washingt on T imes Op-ed—Homesc hooler s Thr ive att he Bees

by J. Michael Smith
HSLDA President

It is well-known that homeschoolers excel in competitions like the Scripps National Spelling Bee and the
National Geographic Bee. Homeschoolers regularly comprise 15 percent of the entrants to these competitions
despite being about 3 percent of the school-age population. In the past 10 years, four homeschoolers have
won the spelling bee, and in the past 11 years, five homeschoolers have won the geography bee.

Earlier this month, the finals of another competition—the National Bible Bee—were held. Patterned after the
spelling and geography bees, the Bible bee encourages students to learn more about the Bible.

Mark Rasche, executive director of the event, had this to say about this year’s contest:

“We were overjoyed with the way the 2009 National Bible Bee turned out as God blessed this inaugural
event far beyond anyone’s expectations. There were countless blessings and testimonies, but the most
encouraging phenomenon was the way God used the National Bible Bee to unite entire families around the
Word of God throughout this entire year as children and youth invested hundreds of thousands of hours
memorizing Bible passages in homes across the nation.”

The 300 national qualifiers who competed in the District were chosen from among the 17,000 entrants.
Eighty-nine percent of the qualifiers were homeschoolers, and all nine of the finalists were homeschooled.

It's not surprising that homeschoolers dominated the Bible bee. One of the two top reasons for

homeschooling is the ability to teach from a religious perspective, and about two-thirds of homeschoolers
self-identify as evangelical Christians. This, however, doesn’t explain why so many homeschoolers succeeded
in the Bible bee. In a homeschool, parents tailor the education to suit the individual needs of the child. Conse-
qguently, the child isn't forced into a one-size-fits-all approach. The home environment also has far fewer
distractions, which enables children to freely ask questions and absorb the answers.

Another top reason for homeschooling is the negative peer environment of public school. If the environment
is not conducive for children to learn, their education will suffer. While competitions do not prove the efficacy
of home education, these events do provide a window into what a homeschooler can achieve.

Sometimes the objection is raised that homeschoolers have an unfair advantage in national competitions
because they are not constrained by the public school schedule. These competitions, however, mandate that
the child must also pursue a range of subjects and not exclusively focus on the competition. The Bible bee is
no different. The manual covering the competition material was released on May 1, and the early rounds were

Michael Smith is the president of the Home School Legal Defense Association. He may be contacted at
(540)338-5600; or send email to media@hslda.org .
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TeEAcCHING TiPs

Ar t Appr eciation f or Pr esc hool and Element ary Childr en

by Sharon Jeffus
Copyright 2009

Why is Art Education Important for children? How do you teach it?
“Pyramids, cathedrals and rockets exist not because of geometry, theories of structures or thermodynamics,
but because they were first a picture—literally a vision—in the minds of those who built them.” Historian
Eugene Ferguson

I'll never forget reading in a magazine a charming story about a young woman'’s journey into a powerful
career as an art educator for profoundly handicapped children. Her mother wrote about her daughter’s forma-
tive years and talked of having a favorite book about Leonardo da Vinci on the coffee table in the living room.
She further remarked that at the age of 4 her daughter took an orange crayon and scribbled all over it. She
said she angrily presented the little girl with the ruined book. Her daughter took it to her room and it became
the favorite book in her toy chest . She would bring the book out and ask her mother to look at the pictures
with her, the mother boasted of her powerful influence in her daughter’s successful career by the gift of the
book.

Although this story is something to smile about, the profound influence of art and a trip to an art museum, or
looking at master works of art and discussing it has a powerful influence on a young mind. | believe this adds
to their experience and success in all areas of education. It allows children to enjoy culture and appreciate the
world around them.

A trip to an art museum, via the internet or live gives children a window into the colorful and interesting

world around them. It teaches them about their own history and culture. If presented in a critical way, allow-
ing them to think and ponder ideas, it can cultivate self-expression, imagination and creativity. It also gives
them critical-thinking and problem-solving skills. We live in a world in which we are continually bombarded
with ideas and information delivered visually. Teaching discernment is very important, even in children. When
younger children learn how to analyze and judge the meaning of images and how to use them to communi-
cate their own ideas, they gain insight in all areas of learning. One of my favorite advocates of art education,
former Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee, says, “An education in music and the arts is not extra curricular,
it's not expendable, and it's not extraneous. It's essential! If we really are serious about educating both the
left and right sides of a child’s brain. If we are really serious about making sure that there is a complete
education going on. Then it is not an education simply to transfer data from one brain to the next, any more
than one would have a great computer if all it had was a very thick well-stocked database. If the computer
doesn’t have an operating system, a processor, that can do something with the data, it is really worthless. An
education that is nothing more than the repository of vast amounts of information without the capacity to
process and do something creative with that information is an uneducated child.
I would submit to you that the child today who is getting an education
solely on the transfer of information from one brain to the next with-

out stimulating the processor, the operating system, the creative side

of that child’s brain is a child who is getting left behind and will be left
behind by the thousands if we do not wake up and realize that the

future economy is going to be a creative economy. “

Einstein, one of the greatest scientists in history said, “When | examine
myself and my method of thought, | come to the conclusion that the

gift of fantasy has meant more to me than my talent for absorbing
knowledge.”

When we expose our children to the rich world of master art work and
great music, we encourage their own ability to think and create.

You might ask how to look at a master work of art with my children?

Go to this website to see “Portrait of the Artist's Mother” by Whistler.
http://en..wikipedia.org/wiki/File:WhistlersMother.jpeg

Article to be continued in next month’s issue.
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CurricuLuM REVIEW

Speliw ell ser ies
By N ancy M. Hall

Educators Publishing Service

The Spellwell series targets grades 2 through 5 with two worktexts per grade level. Books are designated A
and AA for second grade level, B and BB for third grade level, C and CC for fourth, and D and DD for fifth.
Teacher keys are single books that each cover the two books for a grade level. This series designs lessons
around spelling rules or generalizations. Some of these are “discovered” by students as they look for patterns,
while others are specifically identified. One or more “outlaw” words appear in each lesson, and space is
provided for you to add your own words to be studied.

Lessons begin with a pretest. Students who get most or all words correct are then given an additional list of
more-challenging words to study. A variety of age-appropriate activities help students recognize spelling
patterns. Other thinking skills come into play in activities such as identifying rhyming words, words that fit

the same categories, and antonyms and synonyms. There are also puzzles, scrambled letters, crosswords, and
other more-entertaining activities.

Beyond Phonics: Word Pattern Stories
by Nancy D. Nelson

Training for Life Publications

Despite the title, this is not a phonics program, although it certainly reinforces and builds upon phonics. It
uses stories, songs, poems, and activities primarily as mnemonic devices to reinforce spelling patterns.
According to the author, “This program provides a necessary bridge between beginning reading and higher
level spelling, between phonics and the word memorization needed to apply phonics principles with automa-
ticity” (p.2).

It should be especially useful for students who lack a strong visual memory that enables them to recognize
correctly and incorrectly spelled words. These are the students who often show little progress when using
more traditional spelling programs.

This program can be used on its own or in conjunction with other phonics or spelling programs that teach
words by grouping them according to common phonograms or sounds. Lessons are arranged under letter
patterns such as “-ff, -zz,” “-ci- as sh,” or “age.”

For each lesson, you introduce the words and discuss the spelling pattern or patterns. Next, you read the
story; one of the briefer ones reads: “Usually, | work like crazy. I'm not lazy, but sometimes | like to laze
around and gaze at the stars. My eyes glaze over and my mind goes hazy. I'm in a daze. Within minutes, | am
asleep.” Discussion of the moral and character lessons should follow the story, but that's optional. The
teacher then rereads the story, dictating the bold words for students to write.

An optional workbook provides the story in fill-in-the-blank form plus word lists from which students can
work. The workbook will save a tremendous amount of time, so | recommend purchasing it.

This system can be used with all ages once they have at least begun to learn phonics. You need to be selec-
tive about lessons, choosing those appropriate for various skill levels. You might also adapt lessons with
more challenging words, by only having younger students write the simplest words in those stories. While the
example above would be suitable for young students, a lesson that includes the words “mother, of, discov-
ered, covetousness, quarrelsome, and confession” would need some adaptation.

Only one textbook is needed for the entire family for all levels. Also each student needs only the one work-
book to cover all levels.

Beyond Phonics, both textbook and workbook, is available in two versions: general or Christian. In the Chris-
tian version, stories written to appeal to all ages are designed to reinforce Christian character and Biblical
principles while also incorporating basic, non-denominational doctrine. The general version talks about
positive actions and character traits, but there are no mentions of God, prayer, or the Bible.
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REecipE CORNER

Pumpkin Pecan Loaves

36 ServingsPrep: 20 min. Bake: 45 min. + cooling

Ingredients
- 3/4 cup packed brown sugar
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1/3 cup cold butter
1 cup chopped pecans, divided

mix

4 eggs

3/4 cup water

2 teaspoons baking soda

2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice

Directions
For streusel, combine brown sugar and flour in a bowl; cut in butter
until mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Stir in 1/2 cup pecans; set
aside.

In a large bowl, combine pound cake mixes, pumpkin, eggs, water,
baking soda and pumpkin pie spice; beat on low speed for 30 seconds.
Beat on medium for 2 minutes. Fold in remaining pecans.

Divide half of the batter among three greased and floured 8-in. x
4-in. loaf pans. Sprinkle with half of the streusel. Top with
remaining batter and streusel.

Bake at 350° for 45-50 minutes or until a toothpick inserted near
the center comes out clean. Cool for 10 minutes before removing from
pans to wire racks to cool completely. Yield: 3 loaves (12 slices each).

© Taste of Home 2009

2 packages (16 ounces each) pound cake

1 can (15 ounces) solid-pack pumpkin

White Hot Chocolate

Recipe created by by Martha Stewart
What better way to warm your heart than a steaming cup of hot chocolate!
Ingredients:
Serves 8
2 cups heavy cream
6 cups whole milk
12 ounces white chocolate , finely chopped
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
1 block dark chocolate

~ Using a vegetable peeler, shave chocolate into curls; set aside.
~ Place white chocolate in a medium heat-proof bowl; set aside.

~ Place milk and cream in a medium saucepan set over medium heat until bubbles begin to form around edges of

pan (about 4 minutes). Do not boil.

~ Remove mixture from the flame. Immediately pour over white chocolate. When chocolate begins to melt, gently

stir to combine.
~ Whisk in vanilla. Continue whisking until light foam forms.
~ Serve immediately. Garnish with chocolate shavings or marshmallows.
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THSC NEWS

Texas Home School Coalition

Thank s Giving: A N ational T r adition

November 23, 2009

On October 3, 1789 George Washington issued the nation’s first presidential proclamation in which he called the nation to set

aside a day for giving thanks to that “great and glorious Being who is the beneficent author of all the good that was, that is, or that

will be....”

President Washington gave under his official hand the following words:
Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His
benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor...

Furthermore President Washington acknowledged that he was joined by the Congress in his appeal to the nation:
Whereas both Houses of Congress have, by their joint committee, requested me to “recommend to the people of the
United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and
signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for
their safety and happiness:” ...that we may then all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks for His kind
care and protection of the people of this country previous to their becoming a nation; for the signal and manifold mercies
and the favorable interpositions of His providence in the course and conclusion of the late war; for the great degree of
tranquility, union, and plenty which we have since enjoyed; for the peaceable and rational manner in which we have been
enabled to establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national one now lately
instituted for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed, and the means we have of acquiring and diffusing
useful knowledge; and, in general, for all the great and various favors which He has been pleased to confer upon us.

This presidential proclamation represented, in unequivocal terms, the government’s call upon the people of this nation to acknowl-

edge and give thanks to God for His many and abundant blessings. These were not benign religious platitudes but absolute

statements reflecting the consensus view of life and reality which acknowledged that there is one God; the God who has revealed

Himself in Scripture, in nature and in the person of Jesus Christ. It is this God that the nation once acknowledged and it is this

God, the one true God that the people of this nation have turned against and today refuse to acknowledge and serve.

President Washington concluded his proclamation with these words:
And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of
Nations and beseech Him to pardon our national and other transgressions; to enable us all, whether in public or private
stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and punctually; to render our National Government a blessing
to all the people by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed
and obeyed; to protect and guide all sovereigns and nations (especially such as have shown kindness to us), and to bless
them with good governments, peace, and concord; to promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and
the increase of science among them and us; and, generally to grant unto all mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity
as He alone knows to be best.

Seventy-four years later, in the midst of the great Civil War, President Lincoln would issue a similar call to the nation acknowledg-

ing the nation’s many blessings from the Lord, “...who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered

mercy.” President Lincoln, like our first president, would once again call the nation to national thanksgiving and repentance with

these words:
And | recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and
blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience...and fervently implore the
interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the
Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity and Union.

America, in its folly, has been in the process of severing its national identity and dependence from the God who has given it birth

and blessed it for so long. Therefore, it seems to me that we might be well served to recall the proclamation of these great men set

aside for this Thanksgiving holiday and once again give thanks to Almighty God for His longsuffering patience and mercy toward

this nation and humbly repent of our national rebellion and wanton disregard for all that is holy and just.

This national repentance begins in the Church, which has seemingly lost its way—abandoned [practically speaking] its first love
and so often conformed to the world. May we acknowledge the many and abundant blessings of Almighty God accompanied by a
deep and sorrowful repentance for our individual, corporate and national sins. This, my dear brothers and sisters is our only hope
and it is for this real hope and the promise of forgiveness that we can give thanks indeed!

May the Lord, in His great mercy, pour out His spirit upon you, your families, His Church and this nation.
© 2009 by S. Michael Craven

Decembers 2009 Page 10



SEASONAL SUGGESTIONS

Candy W reat h Cr af t

How to Mak e a W reath Out of Candy
By Sherri Osborn, About.com Guide
Make a wreath using hard, wr ~ apped candies, ribbon, and a hanger! A fun
decor ation that y ou can eat.

Age Guideline: 8 Years and Up

Time Required: 60 minutes+ (Does not include drying time)
Materials Needed:

Wire Hanger

Wrapped Candy

Regular or Curling  Ribbon

Wire Cutters
. Scissors
Instructions:
Straighten the hanger and then cut off a piece about 12-inches long. Bend
that piece into a circle shape that is about 5-inches across. Ov erlap the
ends and twist them together . Of course, y ou can adjust the siz e of y our
circle as much asy ou lik e. | used about 50 wr  apped candies on m y 5-inch wreath soy ou will need more ify ou
mak e it bigger and less ify  ou mak e it smaller .
Once y ou ha ve the wreath base made, y  ou can add the candy! Y ou can use an y kind of wr apped candyy ou lik e,

anything from tr  aditional peppermint rounds to suck ers. About 50 of them should fill y our wreath nicely , but this
number can v ary a bit from person to person because of how close they are tied together and the siz e of the
candies used.

Cut the ribbon into pieces about 8-inches long. T ake 1 piece of candy and tie it to the center of a piece of ribbon.

Then, use the ribbon to tie the candy tightly onto the wreath. Y ou can either cut off the extr aribbon or lea ve it. The
ends can be curled to add a nice touch to y our wreath. Continue this process until y ou ha ve the wreath as full of
candy asy ou lik e.

To hang y our wreath, cut a piece of ribbon and tie it around the wreath and into a loop .You can ev en eat the candy

by simply un wrapping it, lea ving the wr apper attached to the wreath!

How t o Mak e a Sno w Globe
Even if the weather outside isn’ t frightful, y ou can still mak e it snow . Using some
every day supplies, y our child can create his own custom-made snow globe.
Snow Globe Supplies
- an empt y glass or plastic jar with a tight lid. An ordinary jelly jar is fine;
we bought this one for $2 at a cr aft store.
- a good-siz ed lump of children’ s modeling cla y
- a plastic to y to go inside the snow globe
- shells from one or two eggs
- a kitchen mallet
- a pitcher of w ater
Create the Base of the Snow Globe

Start with a ball of cla y. Flatten it into a circle about 1/2-inch thick. Press the circle of cla y into the lid ofy  our jar . Be
sure it sticks. Press the bottom of y our plastic to y into the circle of cla y. Be sure it ’s secure.

Crush the Eggshells

Crush y our eggshells with a kitchen mallet or similar tool. When y ou're done, they should be crushed to the siz e of

large snowflak es.

Combine the Water and Eggshells

Pour the eggshells into the glass jar . Then, pour w ater into the jar; fill it to within half an inch of the top

Put the lid on the jar . Your plastic to y will be upside down, hanging from the lid.

Seal the Snow Globe with Clay

Roll the remaining cla y sothaty ou ha ve along, thin rope of cla y. Wrap the rope of cla y around the top of the jar
where the lid meets the glass. Press the cla y down firmly to form a w ater -tight seal.

Flip the jar upside down so that it is sitting on its lid. Y ou’v e made a snow globe!

To learn more, visit us on the W eb at parenting.about.com.
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WHAT' s HAPPENING LOCALLY

Homesc hool t heat er discounts

Cirque Dreams is available for Houston. Phantom is
available for Austin. Coming soon Miss Saigon and (1 o

Little House on the Praire in Houston. % s*
Please check http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/ \ e "

theater/ for more information including current (281) 251-0000 can Sew@
offers. www.GetSewing.com
When offers become active, orders must be

placed before the offers expire or you will not get

the homeschool discount.

Questions contact Susan Frederick at  sjf@jsoft.com .

& Fashion Design

Heaven Sent Home Sc hool Choir

Dec. 4, 2009

Heaven Sent Home School Choir will end its fall semester with a winter concert at First Presbyterian Church of
Pasadena on Dec. 4 at 7:30 p.m. Additional performances will be at Steamboat Steakhouse on Dec. 10 and

Tomball Museum Church on Dec. 11at 7:30. Enroliment is currently open for the Spring semester which

begins Jan. 4, 2010. This year high school students in the Chorale will have the opportunity to take a spring

trip to Nashville where they will attend the Dove Awards. Under the direction of Leland Fleming, the

choir strives to provide a high-quality, Christ-centered music education program to home schooled students

in grades 1 through 12. Rehearsals are one day a week at centrally located Free Will Baptist Church, 10331

Veterans Memorial Drive. To learn more about choir visit www.heavensentchoirs.org _ or call Kathie Fleming at
281-635-2365.

Texas Bes t

Dec. 4-5, 2009

University of North Texas Coliseum

Teams from qualifying tournaments will advance to Texas BEST.
http://www.eng.unt.edu/texasbest/

BEST 2009 “High Octane”

http://www.bestinc.org/MVC/

SETHSA Is on
FACEBOOK

Become a fan of SETHSA on
Facebook.

Facebaend Fee] s gl oot anad shares wath Sn lp
the people = ysurBfe, It e

We have created a fan page to
help update information from time
to time.

Mark us as a friend so that
you can get current
updates and information.
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WHAT s HAPPENING LOCALLY cow

Sc holas tic W ar ehouse Book sales

Date: Dec 4-18, 2009

Each December and May, Scholastic Warehouses hold special customer appreciation day sales to thank educa-
tors for their support. Thousands of books for all ages to choose from, save up to 80% off at the holiday sale
Please keep in mind that this is a working warehouse so all children must be closely supervised at all times.

To print out pdf flyers for the location nearest you, go to

http://www.scholastic.com/bookfairs/events/warehouse/states.asp?st_abbrev=TX

Register for a sale now! Sign up to get a Fast-Cart Pass,

which allows

you to bypass the sign-in line at the sale, and a valuable

coupon. One

day before the sale begins, we'll send you an email

reminder.

Warehouse Sales are exclusively for school employees,

school district

personnel, homeschoolers, and Book Fair chairpeople /

volunteers.

Dates/Hours for Houston

7400 Security Way, Suite 200
Houston, TX 77040

Fri., 12/04/2009 - Fri., 12/18/2009
Weekdays: 9AM - 7PM
Saturdays: 9AM - 5PM

Closed Sundays

Houston - second location UH Clear Lake
Mon., 12/07/2009 - Thu., 12/10/2009
Monday: 12pm- 7pm

Tuesday & Wednesday: 8am - 7pm
Thursday: 8am - 5pm

Humble

Mon., 12/14/2009 - Tue., 12/15/2009
Monday: 10AM -8PM

Tuesday: 8AM - 6PM

Katy/ West Houston

Thu., 12/17/2009 - Fri., 12/18/2009
Thursday: 10am - 8pm

Friday: 8am - 6pm

The Student’s Guide to....

How to Study Smarter,

Not Harder!

NOW available at HEP Bookstore
$24.95
281-922-0472

Decembers 2009
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WHAT s HAPPENING LOCALLY cow

How To Study Smar ter, Not Har der!

Dec. 5, 2009

Does your student need help with study skills? Does your child need a jump start with motivation? If so,

then join Joanne Juren and the HEP Bookstore for the HOW TO STUDY SMARTER, NOT HARDER! seminar
designed for students in grades 6-12. The cost is $25 per person and reservations are required for the semi-
nar on December 5, 2009, from 10-1pm at the HEP Bookstore located at 11665 Fuqua, STE A-100, Houston,
TX. 77034. Call 281-922-0472 for reservations.

Mrs. Juren’s book HOW TO STUDY SMARTER, NOT HARDER! will be available for purchase.

Sout h Texas Fir st Lego League Cham pionship T our nament
Dec. 5, 2009

For 9-14 year olds

Location: Pearland H.S. Ninth Grade Center, Pearland, Texas

Teams from qualifying tournaments held in November will advance to the Championship.

World Festival — Atlanta, GA, April 2010
http://core.tech.uh.edu/2009%20Tournament%20Info_.htm

Hous ton Zoo Homesc hool W ild W inks
Saturday, December 5, 2009,

Friday, March 12, 2010, and

Friday, August 13, 2010.

Houston Zoo is offering their Wild Winks Sleepover at The
Houston Zoo to the homeschool community

There is a fee of $45. per participant. All participants

must be 7 years old or older. Must have a minimum of 10
participants to hold the program. The address for detailed
information and to make your reservations is
http://www.houstonzoo.org/en/cms/?2221

They will accept a total number of 45 participants.
Houston Zoo www.houstonzoo.org

Ear |y Robo tics F all Challeng e
Dec 12, 2009

EARLY Robotics Fall Challenge for 7-12 year olds
Hogg MS in the Heights area

Dec 5, 2009

Pearland

http://www.earlyrobotics.org/Season.htm

Hous ton Zoo Home Sc hool Da y
Date: January, 2010 tba

Location: Houston

Our Next Home School Day will be January 2010! watch
for updates. Join Houston Zoo Education Staff in exciting
day of animal programs, interesting biofact discovery, live
animal encounters, and guided Zoo tours. There will be
many presentations every hour and opportunities to meet
and learn about some exciting Houston Zoo animals.

All participants must pre-register for this event.

http://www.houstonzoo.org/homeschool/
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WHAT s HAPPENING LOCALLY cow.

Disne y Live
January 2, 2010,
Additional performance times have been added for Disney Live and forms have been updated.
There are currently 3 different homeschool discounts at Toyota Center in Houston. Seating is subject to
availability. Order Early for Best Seats!
1. Disney Live - Jan 2, 2010 now has times for 12:30pm, 3:30pm and 6:30pm
Tickets start at $15. Deadline to purchase tickets will be December 23, 2009.

2. Harlem Globetrotters - Friday, February 5, 2010 at 7:30PM and Saturday, February 6, 2010 at 1:30 pm.

Tickets start at $16.5. Deadline to purchase tickets will be January 25, 2010.
3. Lipizzaner Stallions - Saturday, February 28, 2010 at 2 p.m. and 6 p.m
Tickets start at $20. Deadline to purchase tickets will be  February 15, 2010.

To order:

1. Call Courtney Aldrich at 713-758-7577 or

2. Fax your order to 713-758-7555 or

3. Send your completed order form and payment to the
address listed on the form.

Order forms at: http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/Toyota.html
Questions: contact Susan Frederick at  sjf@soft.com

Homesc hool Night wit h t he Hous ton R oc kets
Jan 18, 2010
Thanks for coming to the Homeschool Night with

the Houston Rockets on Friday, November 6, 2009.
Since 2002, hundreds of homeschool families
throughout the Greater Houston area and beyond
have enjoyed this annual tradition.

The Houston Rockets are offering homeschoolers
another opportunity for discount tickets in January
when The Houston Rockets take on the Milwaukee
Bucks on Monday, Jan 18, 2010 at 2pm at Toyota
Center, Houston Tickets are subject to availability.
So, get your family and friends together and join us
for another great day of Rockets basketball! This
event is open to all Homeschoolers, Friends and
Family Members.

Order your tickets early while supplies last.

Group discount prices:

$15 (upper level, end zone)

$20 (upper level, corner)

$40 (lower level, endzone)

To pre-order tickets:

1. Call Meredith Bland at 713-758-7459 or

2. Fax your order to 713-758-7343 or

3. Send your completed order form and payment to
the address listed on the form.

Order form at:  http://www.jsoft.com/archive/
taffie/Rockets.html.

Questions contact Susan Frederick at  sjf@jsoft.com
Order today for best seating while supplies last!
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WHAT s HAPPENING LOCALLY cow.

Science F air W or kshop
January 30, 2010
Have you wanted to participate in a science fair,
but were worried you would not know what to do?
Maybe you were concerned that when you got
there it would not look right. Perhaps you have
participated and you want to bump the project up a
notch. Rest easy! There is help. Karen Garza,
coordinator of the Texas Regional Science Fair, is
presenting a hands-on workshop on science fairs
to get you and your students prepared. There will
even be past student display boards set up to get
ideas from. It is set for Saturday, January 30, 2010
from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm at Tomball College
Beckendorf Conference Center. This forum is set
up for students K-12 ™ and their parents.
It would be helpful if arrangements were made for
younger children. Nursing babies are welcome.
Topics to be covered are:

9:00 — 10:00 am — Project Brainstorming
10:15 — 11:15 am — Now What?
11:30 — 12:30 am — Board Design & Interview Tips
12:30 — 1:30 pm - Lunch (pre-paid) — Q&A + Net-
working
The fee for the workshop is $15 per family to cover
teaching materials and handouts. The last session
time is for finishing and developing in greater detail
any of the areas presented in each session, Q&A, and
lunch. This time frame is optional. Pre-paid lunch of
Chick-fil-A and drink is $8.50 per person. You can

also bring your lunch.

Deadline to receive registration is January 20

, S0 make sure to mail your registration no later than January 18.

After this date it is  late registration , which is $20 and will need to be received no later than January 27. For
more information or to register, please contact Karen Garza at 281-370-6222.
For up to date information visit: www.texasregionalsciencefair.com

Southeastexas Home Schoglssociation (SETHSA) is a volunteeon-profit 501(c)3 @anization committed to ministering to
home schoolers in the southeast arélegfs We receive over 4000 phone calls per year in which we inform and encourage
and veteran home educators. SETH®Avides central communication through our monthly newsletteeaching Pioneer
as well as on the web, which contains information on legal updates, local news and activities. SETHSA hosts an annual ¢
each year with more than 50 workshops and over 100 vendors, as well as sponsoring Bees, reading incentive programs, h
days, and much more.

Individual subscriptions tdhe Baching Pioneeare available. Contact SETHS#& e-mail or phone to find out more information

Your financial contributions help SETHS?etter minister to the homeschool community and are tax deductible. For

information or suggestions, e-mail, call, or write to:

SETHSA
10592 -A Fuqua #503 Houstbexas 77089
Service 281-756-9792 Fax 281-756-8199
web pagehttp://www.sethsa.ay e-mailstaf@sethsa.

Submissions t@he Baching Pioneerre accepted and must be received electronically or in writing by'thd the preceding
month. The newsletter is sent electronically on or before3@ieof each month. SETHSAeserves the right to edit articles fo
content and lengthArticles and reviews do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the SEBB&A or its members. E-mail all

articles tqoublisher@sethsagr
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