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Southeast Texas Home School Association

Upcoming Events
Feb 6 - Toyota Center Discounts - Harlem Globetrotters pg. 05

Feb 10 - Evenings for Educators MFAH pg. 10

Feb 11 - Rockets Annual Sports Career Day pg. 10

Feb 13, 20, 21, 27 &28 - KVPAC Production Odd Couple pg. 11

Feb 20  & 21- First Annual HUNCON - Science Education Conf. pg. 12

Feb 20 & 21 - WholeHearted Mother Conference pg. 13

Feb 21 - Aggiland Saturday pg. 06

Feb 21 - Science Fair Workshop for the Family pg. 12
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We are so excited to announce our first annual SETHSA Art Contest
coming this June at our 2009 SETHSA Conference.   We want to encour-
age students of all ages to take part in what we expect to be an exciting
new addition to conference.   With our homeschool students, the possi-
bilities are endless as they will have the opportunity to exercise their
individuality and creativity.  Here are the guidelines:

1. Maximum size – 24 X 30
2. Subject – You may choose any subject as long as it

is not morally offensive to the viewers.  Obviously,
no nude or otherwise questionable material will be
permitted.  All entries are subject to the SETHSA’s
discretion.  They will have the final say on whether
an entry can be displayed.

3. Age – three categories: K–4th grade,5 t h– 8 t h

grades &9th–12th grades
4. Media – Painting, Drawing, Photography, Sculpture

& Media list
5. All artwork must be dropped off at the Reliant Cen-

ter on Thursday, June 4, between 10 am and 2 pm.
The artwork will be available for pickup on Satur-
day, June 6, after 3 pm. Any artwork not picked up
on Saturday will be discarded, as   SETHSA will not
have the ability to transport them or pay the post-
age to ship them.

Participants must notify SETHSA by April 15th that you will be submit-
ting artwork to the contest.  Please let us know what you will be submit-
ting (painting, drawing, photography, or sculpture) and the size.  This
will help us to know how big to build the exhibit.  Thanks for your help as
we will need some man hours to put the exhibit together.  So get busy
brainstorming and planning your creations.  Prizes will be awarded.

We are also very excited to announce first annual SETHSA Writing Con-
test.  This contest is limited to graduating seniors.  Each participant
may submit a single entry which must address one of the following two
topics:

1. Discuss how homeschooling has prepared you for
college and the future.

2. Discuss the Biblical foundation for homeschooling.
A modest scholarship will be awarded to the winner.  Essays will be
judged by a panel based on content, structure, and grammar.  Each
essay should comprise a proper thesis, three topic supporting para-
graphs, and conclusion.  Its overall length should be 300 – 500 words.

The deadline for receiving entries is April 15th.  The submission should
be e-mailed to SETHSA at staff@sethsa.org.  Good Luck and Happy
Writing!!
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It’s February and our annual conference is just over 4 months away!  It’s
time to clear a spot on your calendar for June 5-6, 2009.  The 23rd

Annual Gulf Coast Home Education Conference will be held at the Reliant
Center.  Our Exhibit Hall is quickly filling up and the workshop schedule is
beginning to take shape.  Many of our favorite speakers will be returning
this year so watch the newsletter and the web as we will be constantly
updating the conference section.  Here are a few of your favorites that
you will want to look for:  Sharon Madsen, Hank Tate, Tom Clark, and
David Hazell. 

Matt Bullen, one of our homeschool dad’s and pastor’s, will be present-
ing new workshops this year.  Matt will bring experience and conviction
as he speaks of the many blessings and challenges of having a large
family.  He will also be speaking on the struggles of parenting grown
children. His goal will be to help parents learn how to transition from
being parents of school age children to parents of young adults. 

There will also be new speakers and those who haven’t been with us for
a few years.  Barbara Beers author of The Phonics Road to Spelling and
The Latin Road to English Grammar will be speaking during the confer-
ence this year.  So if you want to learn more about the connection
between Latin and English watch for her workshops.

So stay tuned to the newsletter and website for all the upcoming events,
workshops and information on exhibitors who will be part of our confer-
ence this year.
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SETHSA News   CONT.

Southeast Texas Home School Association (SETHSA) is a volunteer, non-profit
501(c)3 organization committed to ministering to home schoolers in the southeast
area of Texas. We receive over 4000 phone calls per year in which we inform and
encourage new and veteran home educators.  SETHSA  provides central communication
through our monthly newsletter The Teaching Pioneer as well as on the  web, which
contains information on legal updates, local news and activities.  SETHSA hosts an
annual conference each year with more than 50 workshops and over 100 vendors, as
well as sponsoring Bees, reading incentive programs, homeschool days, and much
more.

Individual subscriptions to The Teaching Pioneer are available.  Contact SETHSA
via e-mail or phone to find out more information.

Your financial contributions help SETHSA better minister to the homeschool
community and are tax deductible.   For more information or suggestions, e-mail,
call, or write to:

SETHSA
10592 - A  Fuqua #503                          Houston, Texas 77089

Service 281-756-9792                            Fax  281-756-8199
web page:  http://www.sethsa.org             e-mail:  staff@sethsa.org

Submissions to The Teaching Pioneer  are accepted  and must be received electronically
or in writing by the 15th of the preceding month.  The newsletter is sent electronically
on or before the  30th of each month.  SETHSA  reserves the right to edit articles for
content and length.  Articles and reviews do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
SETHSA board or it’s members.  E-mail all articles to publisher@sethsa.org.

SETHSA News   CONT.
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We at SETHSA are planning what promises to be an exciting and reward-
ing conference for 2009.  We have some exciting new additions to both
the program and the activities that you won’t want to miss.  We also
eagerly anticipate the teaching you will have the opportunity to experi-
ence.  We are proud to introduce GingGingGingGingGinger Ploer Ploer Ploer Ploer Plowmanwmanwmanwmanwman and NorNorNorNorNormmmmm
WWWWWakakakakakefefefefefieldieldieldieldield as our featured speakers for this year’s conference.

Ginger PlowmanGinger PlowmanGinger PlowmanGinger PlowmanGinger Plowman is the Founder of Preparing the Way Ministries and
the author of Don’t Make Me Count to Three!,  Wise Words for Moms and
Heaven at Home.  She is a contributing author of several books including
God Allows U-Turns, Rest Stops for Busy Moms and The Groovy Chick’s
Road Trip to Peace.  She is an award-winning writer whose articles have
appeared in numerous publications such as Focus on the Family, Baptist
Press, HomeLife Magazine, P31 Woman, and Crosswalk.com.  An enthu-
siastic and compelling communicator, Ginger is frequently interviewed
on television shows such as The 700 Club, The Harvest Show and Pri-
mary Focus, as well as national radio programs, including Family Life
Today with Dennis Rainey, Revive Our Hearts with Nancy Leigh DeMoss
and Focus on the Family Weekend Magazine.  As a nationally known
speaker, Ginger ministers at women’s events, parenting conferences and
home school conventions across the country.  You won’t want to miss this
incredible woman who has a heart for homeschool moms and their fami-
lies.  You will be encouraged and challenged as you strive to excel in this
complicated role of mother.
We are also excited to welcome NorNorNorNorNorm m m m m WWWWWakakakakakefefefefefieldieldieldieldield to this summer’s
conference.  Norm speaks at many homeschool conferences across the
nation as he challenges men in their role of husband and father.  The
calling of God in Norm’s life has given him a heart for men and their
families, and his calling as a child of God has birthed an emphasis on the
gospel and our relationship with Jesus Christ.

2009 G2009 G2009 G2009 G2009 GEOEOEOEOEOBBBBBEEEEEEEEEE     WINNERSWINNERSWINNERSWINNERSWINNERS!!!!!
SETHSA’s own creation, the Just For Fun GeoBee, challenged the minds
of young children on January 16 at West Houston Bible Church.  These
students enjoy geography and the details that go along with it, answering
questions for Texas, land masses, bodies of water, and United States (3
categories).  Winners include:
1 - Ross Van Farowe   2 - Catherine Tebo    3 - Symon Criswell

Fourth through eighth graders participated in the GeoBee the same day.
This contest allows the top winner to enter a written test to be submitted
for consideration for the State geography Bee in early April.  Each state
may send a winner to the National Geographic Bee in May to contend for
wonderful prizes!  In the meantime, local students entering SETHSA’s
Bee built brain power by studying details about local, U.S.-wide, and
world countries, cities, areas, and even cultural geography.  Applause
goes to these for competing:  Chris Brown, Sarah Brown, Alex Hale,
Catherine Tebo, Kelsey Tebo, Kyle Tebo, & Ross Van Farowe (JFF entrant).
Results:  1 - Kyle Tebo   2 - Chris Brown   3 - Alex Hale (won tiebreaker!)

FFFFFEAEAEAEAEATUREDTUREDTUREDTUREDTURED S S S S SPEAKERSPEAKERSPEAKERSPEAKERSPEAKERS     FORFORFORFORFOR C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE 2009 2009 2009 2009 2009

It forms the basis for wisdom in all aspects of life and is the strength of
Elijah Ministries.  This wonderful ministry was begun in 1994 while
Norm was pastor of Coast Community Church in Fountain Valley, Califor-
nia.  In 1999, Elijah Ministries was organized with its own board of
directors and now functions as a distinct non-profit ministry.  Its mission
is to build the Kingdom of God and the local church by equipping men and
their families to be disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. Presently, this
mission is accomplished through speaking at men’s, families’, and couples’
retreats, church conferences, and homeschool conventions, as well as
through audio and video resources and printed materials.   Dads, you will
not want to miss this exciting weekend with Norm as he challenges you to
commit yourself to the job at hand.  Make plans to bring the whole family
and hear this gifted speaker.  There will be something for everyone as
Norm encourages and relates to each and every person.

UUUUUSEDSEDSEDSEDSED C C C C CURRICULUMURRICULUMURRICULUMURRICULUMURRICULUM

Remember that during the school year you may have curriculum that you
want to sell.  Especially in the spring as we look toward conference and
planning our curriculum for the next year.  SETHSA offers a place on the
web for those who want to post items for sale or give-away.  SETHSA will
post your items for a month and then they will be removed.  If you want to
keep them on for awhile then let us know.  You will need to provide a
phone number or e-mail address, and a description along with the price
of the curriculum.  Any arrangements will need to be made between you
and the other party.  To list your items, please visit us at www.sethsa.org
and then click on “Tips, Tools, and Thoughts”.  This is just another great
way to make use of our website.  Be sure to bookmark us on your com-
puter.
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SETHSA News   CONT.
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We are beginning a new legislative session in Texas. HSLDA is analyzing
many bills that are currently being introduced. We have our legislative
counsel Tom Sanders in Austin already visiting legislators and lobbying
on your behalf on several pieces of legislation.  Using his reports con-
cerning the progress of the legislation and our analysis of the potential
harm or benefit, we will alert you to any need for action.

The biggest change for this year is that 11 Democrats joined 64 Repub-
licans to oust House Speaker Tom Craddick. This change will likely result
in many different committee chairs. The new speaker is Representative
Joe Straus (R) from San Antonio who has a poor record on the social
issues that many of us are most concerned about.

Below is a short summary of some of the initial bills we are tracking so
that you are aware of them. You can obtain more information at http://
www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=6011.

House Bill 316: Lowers the compulsory school attendance age from 6 to
5 years of age.

House Bill 188: Establishes a list of children’s rights and mandates that
parents be educated about their duties under the law as the primary
protectors of their children.

House Bill 351: Allows students, including homeschoolers, to qualify for
a tuition refund for high academic performance at a general
academic teaching institution (including, but not limited to the Univer-
sity of Texas, Texas A&M University, and Texas Tech University).

HSLDA  News   CONT.

2009 L2009 L2009 L2009 L2009 LEGISLAEGISLAEGISLAEGISLAEGISLATIVETIVETIVETIVETIVE S S S S SESSIONESSIONESSIONESSIONESSION B B B B BEGINSEGINSEGINSEGINSEGINS     (((((CONTCONTCONTCONTCONT.).).).).)

House Bill 319: Allows for an exemption from jury duty for persons who
have legal custody of a child younger than 15 years of age when serving
on a jury would require leaving the child without adequate supervision.
(Effectively allows homeschoolers to obtain an exemption.)

Senate Bill 466: Allows a parent or guardian to exclude a child from the
immunization registry.

Thank you for your willingness to stand ready to act!

Sincerely,

Chris Klicka, Senior Counsel HSLDA

NEWSLETTER WORKSHOPS
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Auditory Processing, the Best Kept Secret in Education
By Jan Bedell, M. Ed, Certified Neurodevelopmentalist

 Auditory processing is the ability to sequentially hold multiple pieces
of auditory information together.  It is a person’s capacity to take in
auditory information and use it in their short term memory which re-
fers to information coming into the brain and then immediately coming
back out.  Each person’s auditory processing ability has a global affect
on their lives and functional capabilities.  Auditory processing is vital
for picking up on social cues, following a conversation, reading compre-
hension skills, following directions, attending, ability to read utilizing a
phonetic approach, and many other skills needed to be successful in
school and life.

Behavior is also greatly influenced by one’s auditory function.  For
example, if you have a 12 year old child that processes information at
a 4-5 level, he is developmentally more like a 4-5 year old.  He will be
socially immature, interacting better with younger children and inter-
rupting conversations so he won’t forget what he wants to say.  He will
be unable to follow multi-step directions such as, “Go upstairs, change
your clothes, and bring your jacket down with you when you come”. You,
the parent, are soon angrily stomping up the stairs to confront an
otherwise compliant child who did go upstairs, did change his clothes
and then promptly forgot what else he was supposed to do.  He simply
couldn’t hold all the auditory instructions together long enough to
accomplish the task.

SPELLING BEE

The support group bees have been held and now we move on to the next
level.  February 21st marks the SETHSA Spelling Bees.  Thank you to
each of the support groups who hosted a bee.  We appreciate your time
and hard work.  For all the details of the SETHSA Bee visit our website at
www.sethsa.org.  Next month we will announce the winners.  Then watch
for information on when the PBS/Channel 8 Bee will be televised.  This
will be a first.
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Another prominent symptom of a child with auditory dysfunction is the
inability to accomplish age appropriate responsibilities (i.e. having to
be reminded everyday for years to take out the trash, brush his teeth or
feed the dog).   Having to be redirected in order to stay on task is also a
common symptom of low auditory processing.

WHY ARE SO MANY CHILDREN STRUGGLING WITH LOW AUDITORY PROCESSING?
Many years ago, when our educational system was developed, we were
primarily an auditory society; we ate together as families 2-3 times a
day and TALKED.  We read as a family in the evenings or LISTENED to
radio broadcasts for hours.  We developed our auditory processing abil-
ity by practicing.

Today, our society is primarily visual with T. V., computers, movies, elec-
tronic games, etc.  These all consuming visual activities permeate our
lives and leave little time for the truly important practice of listening
and developing our auditory processing abilities.  Even though our soci-
ety is primarily visual, we are still using the educational delivery system
that was developed for a primarily auditory society.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?
Since the brain is dynamic and ever changing, much can be done to
remediate the processing ability of any person, at any age.  By providing
specific stimulation to the brain to increase ones auditory processing
ability, global benefits will result for the child.

You can request a FREE auditory test kit by clicking on the following link:
h t t p : / / w w w. l i t t l eg i a n t s t ep s. c o m / xc a rt /
product.php?productid=1253&cat=62   Or by e-mailing:
orderdept@littlegiantsteps.com  Put “Free Auditory Test Kit” in the
subject line. This kit will allow you to test any individual ages four to
adult.  This information will give you a baseline to work from and a better
understanding of your child’s struggles or inefficiencies.  To increase
auditory processing, digit span exercises can be done with a four minute
time investment and the reward of increased abilities globally.  Instruc-
tions for digit spans are also included in the free kit.

In addition to digit spans daily, I encourage you to read to your children
at least one hour a day as an additional way of developing processing
skills.  When they are not listening to you read, they could be listening to
books or stories on tape/CD (without the book).  This is a great way to
add value to the time spent playing with legos, coloring or other fine
motor activities.  Listening to audio stories and books (not music) in-
creases vocabulary, helps reinforce sentence structure, provides oppor-
tunity for narration, models good writing structure in addition to devel-
oping auditory sequential processing.  Here is a FREE resource I have
found for audio books, www.youneedastory.com/

Stories on tape or CD are also a wonderful way to productively occupy
pre-school children while you are schooling older siblings.
www.littlegiantsteps.com

FANTASTIC FINDS

NNNNNEWEWEWEWEW     WWWWWEBSITEEBSITEEBSITEEBSITEEBSITE     WITHWITHWITHWITHWITH G G G G GREAREAREAREAREATTTTT     WWWWWORKSHEETSORKSHEETSORKSHEETSORKSHEETSORKSHEETS*****

After being on vacation for any length of time, it can be really hard to get
yourself and the kids back into the swing of a daily homeschool routine. It’s
hard to pull those books back out and just jump right in! If you want to
take a slower approach the first couple of weeks so that you don’t burn
yourself and the kids out, try this new educational website. http://
www.worksheetworks.com/

*Courtesy of The Old Homeschool Magazine

RRRRRESOURCEESOURCEESOURCEESOURCEESOURCE     FORFORFORFORFOR T T T T TEACHINGEACHINGEACHINGEACHINGEACHING G G G G GEOGRAPHYEOGRAPHYEOGRAPHYEOGRAPHYEOGRAPHY

Have you ever traveled around the country while still wearing your
pajamas?  This would make a fun detour for the long winter days of bad
weather.  Here’s your chance!  Your kids will have fun as you map your way
around the country, making stops to learn about our nation’s landmarks.
You’ll love knowing that they are learning valuable information and
you’ll all love that you spent quality time together, as a family. Don’t miss
out on this amazing, mini unit study.

Wondering what you’ll learn about in this module? 
How would you like to learn: How wide the Grand Canyon is?
How much water falls over Niagara Falls each second?
How to use a compass?
State symbols for all 50 states?
Who the first president to live in the White House was?
How often Old Faithful erupts?
How many people cross the Golden Gate Bridge every year?
What the name of the first gorilla ever housed in captivity was?
What a “hidden Mickey” is?
What an airboat is?
And so much more. We have packed an amazing adventure into 45
pages, just for you!
For only $7.95 you’ll receive: a study guide that takes your child on an
enriching and entertaining trip around the country, visiting places that
everyone should see!  Coloring pages created exclusively for this module.
Activity pages to help reinforce all the lessons learned in the E-Book.
These include quizzes and worksheets to test retention, plus a word
search and more! Answer keys for all of the activity pages.
Original copy work pages. Delicious recipes that your family will love!
Resource pages and web links to expand your knowledge.
To order check out their website at: http://
w w w. t h e o l d s ch o o l h o u s e s t o re . c o m /
index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=159&products_id=8074
Model: ebok-TOS-JanMod09

Courtesy of E-Book Cruisin the Country from The Old Schoolhouse
Magazine
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TEACHING TIPS

TTTTTEACHINGEACHINGEACHINGEACHINGEACHING I I I I IDEADEADEADEADEA

Sometimes we forget the old way of teaching a concept.  Curriculum
books are wonderful as they help those of us who aren’t teachers stay on
track.  They offer guidance when we have forgotten what something is or
don’t remember learning about a certain topic.  Still there are resources
that can reinforce what we are already teaching in our daily curriculum.
Sometimes you just want to take a break from the workbooks and try
something new.  Everyone needs change, especially children.  Copy work
and dictation are two valuable tools to incorporate in your homeschool.
This lost form of teaching really helps enforce good writing and
punctuation skills.  It’s like reading, the more we do a skill or are exposed
to it the better we get.  Maybe it’s time in your school to pick up a book
or the Bible and assign some copy work.  Remember to find a book of
interest to your student or try some poetry.

The Bible is a great source for copy work and dictation.  You might want
to dictate your favorite passage or verse depending on the age of the
student.  What better way to start the school day than speaking the
Lord’s words.  This might be a good way to set the tone for the day.

Another idea would be to find undecorated journals and let the student
decorate it.  This would be a great place to store those treasured verses
to remember always.  Let’s put aside the electronics, pick up the pencil,
and put it to paper.

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.
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Homeschool theater discounts will be available in the coming weeks for
both BAA and TUTS shows: Please check http://www.jsoft.com/archive/
taffie/theater/ for more information. Last chance offer for Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang expires Feb 1.  Several TUTS offers expire in February. TUTS
also has a new offer for Happy Days.

The BAA offer for Phantom of the Opera will be available at a later date.
When offers become active, orders must be placed before the offers
expire or you will not get the homeschool discount. Questions contact
Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com.

TTTTTOOOOOYYYYYOOOOOTTTTTAAAAA C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

Current active homeschool offers at Toyota Center in Houston. Harlem
Globetrotters - Friday, February 6, 2009 at 7:30PM and Saturday,
February 7, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.  Tickets start at just $13. For further
information: http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/Toyota.html.  Contact
Courtney Aldrich at 713-758-7577 to check ticket availability.
Questions email Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com These offer are open
to all homeschoolers, friends and family.

SSSSSAMAMAMAMAM H H H H HOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON F F F F FOLKOLKOLKOLKOLK F F F F FESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVALALALALAL

The Sam Houston Folk Festival will be held at the Sam Houston Museum
grounds in Huntsville on May 1 -3, 2009.  During the festival, you can see
living History presentations, crafts, folk music, games and more.  On
Saturday there will be a special Historical production titled “Gone to
Texas”.  For more information, call (936) 294-1832 or visit http://
www.shsu.edu/~smm_www/FolkFestN/.

GGGGGULLOULLOULLOULLOULLO C C C C CONROEONROEONROEONROEONROE K K K K KIDZIDZIDZIDZIDZFFFFFESTESTESTESTEST M M M M MINIINIINIINIINI G G G G GRANDRANDRANDRANDRAND P P P P PRIXRIXRIXRIXRIX

Gullo Conroe is holding its Sixth Annual Gullo Conroe KidzFest on April
18!  Admission and all activities are free to the public.  Festivities will be
held on the streets of downtown Conroe.  For more information, visit
www.conroekidzfest.com.
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THE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STOREOREOREOREORE
1355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIWAAAAAY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTONONONONON,,,,,     TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018

713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894
Discount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  Children en en en en WWWWWelcomeelcomeelcomeelcomeelcome

PubPubPubPubPublisherlisherlisherlisherlishers in Stocs in Stocs in Stocs in Stocs in Stockkkkk
Saxon - Alpha Omega - Bob Jones - Apologia

Singapore Math - Lamplighter Books - Classic Novels
Explode the Code - D.I.V.E. Cd’s -  Shurley Grammar

Tapestry of Grace - Runkle Geography - Easy Grammar
Write Source - DK - Story of Liberty - Master Books
Learning Language Arts thru Literature - Pathways
Spelling Power - Sing, Spell, Read & Write - Baker
Christian Liberty Press - Progeny Press - Usborne
Five in a Row - Well Trained Mind - Diana Waring

Horizons Math - Veritas Press - Henty Books
Greenleaf - Writing Strands - Power Glide

English from the Roots Up
Over 200 Publishers in Stock, Others arriving Soon

100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books
(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)

Map at www.thehomeschoolstore.com
or  Call for directions
We buy used Curriclum

AAAAAGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELANDGGIELAND S S S S SAAAAATURDTURDTURDTURDTURDAAAAAYYYYY

Date: February 21, 2009
For high school students considering attending Texas A&M, The Office
of Admissions and Records at Texas A&M University invites you to our
open house called Aggieland Saturday..  Once a year, prospective freshman
and transfer students travel to Texas A&M University to experience the
spirit of Aggieland.  You will participate in a variety of group sessions
that will provide you with information about freshman and transfer
admissions, financial aid, student services, student organizations, and
student traditions.  Come and discover why Texas A&M University is one
of the top academic institutions in the nation.
For further details, go to the website or call the number below.  Register
to attend by clicking the REGISTRATION link to the left at the website.
Registration is recommended but not required.  http://www.tamu.edu/
aggiesaturday/

TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS A&M’ A&M’ A&M’ A&M’ A&M’SSSSS 16 16 16 16 16THTHTHTHTH A A A A ANNUALNNUALNNUALNNUALNNUAL O O O O OPENPENPENPENPEN H H H H HOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSEOUSE

Texas A&M’s College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences
16th Annual Open House Saturday, April 25, 2009 College Station, TX
9am - 4pm Open House is a chance for the College of Veterinary Medi-
cine to reach out to the community to promote and stimulate education
about the many aspects of veterinary medicine, public health, and the
roles of animals and veterinarians in our society. Educational exhibits in
the veterinary school, small animal clinic, and large animal clinic. The
College of Veterinary Medicine’s Open House is open to everyone and
requires no prior registration!  No one is too old or too young to attend
Open House. There is something here for everyone!
http://www.cvm.tamu.edu/openhouse/

RRRRROBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFEST     FORFORFORFORFOR 5 5 5 5 5THTHTHTHTH-12-12-12-12-12THTHTHTHTH G G G G GRADERSRADERSRADERSRADERSRADERS

Students design, construct and program their robots while learning
problem-solving techniques, mathematics, logic, creativity, physics,
electronics, mechanics, teamwork, computers and computer
programming.  Started at Lawrence Tech in MI in 2000, Robofest has
grown rapidly.  Robofest - 2009 - team registration is now open.  Qualifying
Competition Sites are held in March and April of 2009.  Top teams from
each site will qualify to move on to compete at the World Robofest
Championships, which will be held on the campus of LTU on Saturday,
May 2, 2009. www.robofest.net.  In Texas there will be tournaments in
Cypress (NW Houston), Austin, and San Antonio.  These events are open
to the public to attend at no charge.  Affordable: Team registration is
$50 per team.  Reusing parts and old kits is encouraged.  Teams can be
formed by any organization, school, homeschools, clubs or civic group.
Everyone is a Winner: All registered participants receive medals and
certificates.  Winners of the qualifying and championship rounds receive
big trophies.  Top teams receive $2,000 LTU renewable scholarships.

RRRRROBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFESTOBOFEST C C C C CYPRESSYPRESSYPRESSYPRESSYPRESS T T T T TEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS R R R R REGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONAL - 2009 - 2009 - 2009 - 2009 - 2009

Robofest Regional will be held at Cypress Springs High School located at
7909 Fry Road, Cypress, TX on April 4th.  Opening ceremonies start at
9am.
Divisions: Junior (5th-9th) game and exhibition, Senior (9th-12th) game
and exhibition, Senior Mini Urban Challenge and FashionDance Show.
Austin - Junior and Senior Games on April 4; San Antonio - Junior and
Senior Exhibition March 21, 2009.
To learn more about various robotics programs including Robofest visit:
http://www.jsoft.com/archive/robotics/
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HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL R R R R ROBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICSOBOTICS T T T T TEAMEAMEAMEAMEAM W W W W WINNERSINNERSINNERSINNERSINNERS

The Lone Star FIRST LEGO League (FLL) Championship tournament
was held on Saturday, January 10, 2008 at the University of Houston.
http://core.tech.uh.edu/core2008flltournament.htm

Homeschool Award winners include:
Robot Design Award - Programming
3rd Place: Team 3975, Rangers, Holy Family Catholic Project Presenta-
tion Award - Creative Presentation 1st Place: Team 1867, Black Knights,
Home Education Partnership Special Awards Universal Design Award:
Team 4658, Lego Lava/Torch Brainstormers, Torch Homeschool.

The Central Texas FIRST LEGO League Championship Tournament was
held January 10, 2009.
http://www.centraltexasfll.org/  Homeschool award winners included:

Robot Performance Awards (based on points scored in robot game):
1st place- The Fighting LEGO Lads from a homeschool group in Austin
3rd place- X-Bots from the Central Texas Academy for Excellence home
school in Temple Robot Design & Program Awards:
1st place- Lego Fuego home school group in San Antonio Champions
Award (Best All Around):
2nd place- X-Bots from the Central Texas Academy for Excellence home
school in Temple
3rd place- Artificial Intelligence a home school group from Austin

Theme for 2009 FLL Challenge released - Smart Move
SMART MOVE Transforming Transportation

Can FIRST LEGO League teams transform the way we look at transpor-
tation?
The key to the 2009 “Smart Move” Challenge is accessing people,
places, goods and services in the safest, most efficient way possible. In
this journey, teams will consider many modes of transportation beyond
their daily routine and streamline their options by making smart moves!
http://www.usfirst.org/community/fll/content.aspx?id=11256.  http://
firstlegoleague.org/

TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS H H H H HOMESCHOOLEROMESCHOOLEROMESCHOOLEROMESCHOOLEROMESCHOOLER N N N N NAMEDAMEDAMEDAMEDAMED S S S S SEMIFINALISTEMIFINALISTEMIFINALISTEMIFINALISTEMIFINALIST     INININININ I I I I INTELNTELNTELNTELNTEL S S S S SCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE

TTTTTALENTALENTALENTALENTALENT S S S S SEARCHEARCHEARCHEARCHEARCH

Woodlands homeschooler, Michael Wham, was one of 300 students
named semifinalists of the Intel® Science Talent Search 2009, a
program of the Society for Science & the Public. As America’s oldest
and most prestigious pre-college science competition, the Intel Science
Talent Search brings together the best and brightest young scientific
minds in America to compete for $1.25 million in scholarships. Each
semifinalist receives a $1,000 award with an additional $1,000 going
to his or her respective school, resulting in $600,000 in total semifinalist
awards.

This year’s semifinalists were selected from 1,608 entrants, and hail
from 36 states, the District of Columbia and accredited overseas schools
in India and South Korea. The Intel Science Talent Search encourages
students to tackle challenging scientific questions and develop the
skills to solve the problems of tomorrow. Projects submitted for
consideration cover all disciplines of science including biochemistry,
chemistry, physics, mathematics, engineering, behavioral science and
medicine and health.

For further information about the Intel Science Talent Search: http://
sciserv.org/sts/press/20090114.asp

HHHHHEAEAEAEAEAVENVENVENVENVEN S S S S SENTENTENTENTENT C C C C CHOIRHOIRHOIRHOIRHOIR

Hard work has paid off for Heaven Sent Choir students who auditioned in
Region Nine. High School student Aaron Strassner was selected to sing
in the All-State Men’s choir. Ten junior high students auditioned on the
District level and several advanced to the next level of competition. On
Saturday March 21 the choir will hold its annual fund raiser, Springfest,
which consists of a talent showcase and a coffee and dessert fellowship.
The public is invited and there is no charge for admission.  It is an
excellent time to catch a glimpse of Heaven Sent  for those who might be
considering choir next school year. For more information about this
event or Heaven Sent Choir contact Kathie Fleming at 281-635-2365.
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This is Karen’s 5th year to offer science labs. The focus of her teaching is
mastery of the material with a deeper understanding and appreciation
of God and of science as well as teamwork amongst students.  These
classes are challenging, but worth the effort.  There are two locations
available with a possible third becoming available in The Woodlands.

The labs are for high school only.  They are Biology, Chemistry, and
Advanced Biology (human anatomy) utilizing Exploring Creation with
Biology 2nd edition, Exploring Creation with Chemistry 2nd edition, and
The Human Body, respectively, published by Apologia.  Special Note: It
is recommended to have taken a biology course prior to Advanced.  It
does not have to be Apologia; however, if you have taken biology with the
Apologia curriculum and then take Advanced Biology and pass with a B,
it can be counted as an AP course, which has been approved by the
College Board.  For details on the curriculum and timeline recommenda-
tion of when to take them, visit www.apologia.com.

WWWWWednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdaednesdayyyyy - freestanding classroom at 7327 Root Road in Spring.
Advanced Biology – 9:30 – 11:30 am
A second class beginning at 12:30 pm will be available; however, it is
dependent on which one is the most needed, so if you are interested,
please let me know in which one, so I can finalize the schedule.
Choices: Biology (2 hrs), Chemistry (2.5 hrs)
Cost: $45 / month for 10 months; $25 / semester lab fee  (6 min. / 10
max.)

TTTTThurhurhurhurhursdasdasdasdasdayyyyy - HIS Class location at Boys and Girls Ranch, 11 miles west
of Tomball
Chemistry - 10:45 - 1:15 pm (Time is tentative)
Biology - 2 - 4 pm (Time is tentative)
Cost: $50 / month for 10 months; $25 / semester lab fee (6 min. / 16
max.)

MondaMondaMondaMondaMondayyyyy – location in The Woodlands (backside)
NOTE:  I want to see what classes are needed.  The option is for 2 of the
classes I offer.  If you are interested, please email me with your prefer-
ence.  Cost is like the Thursday classes.

Visit http://geocities.com/revelationscience/ for more information on
the teacher and classes.    If you are interested in taking a class and
receiving a registration packet, please contact Karen at
revelationscience@sbcglobal.net.  Thank you for your consideration to
serve your students.

SSSSSANANANANAN J J J J JAAAAACINTCINTCINTCINTCINTOOOOO D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY F F F F FESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVESTIVALALALALAL     ANDANDANDANDAND B B B B BAAAAATTLETTLETTLETTLETTLE R R R R REEEEE-----ENENENENENAAAAACTMENTCTMENTCTMENTCTMENTCTMENT

April 25, 2009 10:00 – 6:00
San Jacinto Battleground State Historic Site
3523 Battleground Road, LaPorte TX 77571
Enjoy living history encampments and re-enactors in period costume,
demonstrations of weapons, activities for children and more.  At 3 p.m.,
a re-enactment of the famous 1836 battle which won Texas’ Independence
from Mexico will be fought.  Cannon and musket fire will fill the air with
the sights and sounds of April 21, 1836!  Food and drinks are available
or bring your own picnic lunch and enjoy the day.  Accessible for the
mobility impaired.  (281) 479-2431.  http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/
findadest/parks/san_jacinto_battleground/

HHHHHOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTON P P P P PUBLICUBLICUBLICUBLICUBLIC L L L L LIBRARYIBRARYIBRARYIBRARYIBRARY B B B B BOOKOOKOOKOOKOOK S S S S SALEALEALEALEALE

Visit the George R. Brown Convention Center from April 17 – 19 for the
Houston Annual Friends Book Sale.  There will be thousands of books to
choose from, check the website for updates.  http://www.friendsofhpl.org/
annualbooksale.htm

SSSSSCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE     ANDANDANDANDAND E E E E ENGINEERINGNGINEERINGNGINEERINGNGINEERINGNGINEERING F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR     OFOFOFOFOF H H H H HOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTON

The Science and Engineering Fair of Houston will be held at the George
R. Brown Convention Center from March 12 – 14, 2009.  For more
information, visit:  http://hunstem.uhd.edu/SEFH/sefh.html
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Don’t be fooled by the name!  Teachers Plus is now open in the 
League City Plaza, suite 184 A-2.  Here you will find teachers, plus a 
whole lot more!   
 
Teachers Plus was founded by Anita Progner, a Christian and 
certified teacher.  It is located in the Kroger shopping center off of I-45 
and FM 518.   
 
Teachers Plus is here to meet the needs of home schoolers and other 
educational needs.  Select classes are provided for grades 1-12.  We 
use Abeka, Saxon, Bob Jones, and more.  Curriculum counseling, 
book exchange, and classes are offered.   
 
Here, children receive individual attention and parental involvement is 
always welcome. 
 
We provide tutoring, home school support, enrichment classes, 
remedial, academics/electives, TAKS prep., ESL, foreign language 
classes, science lab, and much more.  Just ask! 
 
The spring courses being offered are: German I and II, Fast Math, 
Total Grammar, Introduction to Journalism, The Life and Times of 
William Shakespeare, Understanding the Short Story, and more.  
 
FREE English as a second language (ESL) lessons are held at 7:00 
pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  ESL lessons are for any age. 
 
There are classrooms and a large exhibit area that may be utilized by 
home school groups. 
 
Our website address is www.teachers-plus.com. The website lists 
some of our class offerings and additional information.  
 
Please call or stop by and get acquainted.  Let us customize to 
support your needs at little to no cost. 
 
We may be reached at 832-632-2787, 281-650-2076, or email at 
teachersplus@hotmail.com. 

SSSSSPONSORSPONSORSPONSORSPONSORSPONSORS N N N N NEEDEDEEDEDEEDEDEEDEDEEDED     FORFORFORFORFOR T T T T TEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS R R R R REGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONALEGIONAL S S S S SCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR

(TRSF)(TRSF)(TRSF)(TRSF)(TRSF)

TRSF is a recognized non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  Your dona-
tions are tax deductible!  What a great way to minister to students and
reap a benefit for your business or yourself!!  Here are just some of the
ways your contribution is used:
1. Maintain low entry fees and provide meaningful awards, certificates,
ribbons, refreshments, and more for the exhibitors.
2. Award savings bonds to the top 2 students in our five grade divisions
as we have done through sponsorship since 2002.   
3. Your help provides a program for the participating families and the
general public who come to view the exhibits, as well as for materials
needed by our judges.
4. Sponsorship also helps cover the overhead costs of hosting this
science fair, such as registration, resource information, confirmation
packets, forms, signs, check-in material, & building related costs.
As you can see, your assistance is needed to make this the best fair
experience for our exhibitors.

There are 4 levels of Sponsorship:
Platinum Sponsors - Donation of $200 or more
Gold Sponsors - Donation of $100 - $199
Silver Sponsors - Donation of $50 - $99
Special Donors - Donation of $20 - $49

Methods of Recognition for Sponsors:
Event Program -  -  -  -  - Platinum, Gold, and Silver Sponsors are recognized by
their color logo displayed on the back of our program by level of spon-
sorship and amount donated.  We use appropriate artwork to accom-
pany individual donations that fall into this category. Listed first with
larger logos are Platinum Sponsors followed by Gold, then Silver.  Spe-
cial Donors are listed inside our program in our Appreciation Corner.

Web Site -  -  -  -  - Our Sponsors are also featured on our web site at
www.texasregionalsciencefair.com!  

For more information please contact Karen Garza at
texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com or leave a message at (281)
370-6222.  Thank you for your consideration!!

FIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CFIRST TECH CHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGEHALLENGE

The FIRST Tech Challenge is a mid-level robotics competition principally
for high-school-aged students.  It offers the traditional challenge of a
FIRST competition but with a more accessible and affordable robotics
kit.  The ultimate goal of FTC is to reach more young people with a
lower-cost, more accessible opportunity to discover the excitement and
rewards of science, technology, and engineering.

Southwest FTC Championship Tournament will be held at the University
of Texas at Arlington, Arlington, TX on Jan 31st.

Alamo FTC Championship Tournament will be held at the A T & T Center
in San Antonio, TX on March 15th.  For more information, please visit:
http://www.usfirst.org/

NNNNNAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTIONALALALALAL H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL B B B B BASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBASKETBALLALLALLALLALL     TTTTTOURNOURNOURNOURNOURNAMENTAMENTAMENTAMENTAMENT

The Annual National Christian Homeschool Basketball Championships
has moved!  After 8 years in OK, the new location will be Springfield, MO.
The tournament, featuring about 3,000 players from across the country,
will be held at more than two dozen Springfield locations from March 16
to 21, 2009.  Springfield will be the site of the tournament through at
least 2011.  http://basketballnationals.blogspot.com
www.homeschoolbasketball.com

EEEEEXPLXPLXPLXPLXPLOREOREOREOREORE UT L UT L UT L UT L UT LEARNINGEARNINGEARNINGEARNINGEARNING F F F F FUNUNUNUNUN D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY

Date: March 7, 2009 11 am – 5 pm
We want to invite the students (K-12) in your homeschools - and their
parents - to a day of enrichment activities at the University of Texas at
Austin. It’s free; no registration.  You can choose from more than 300
activities across the campus. For more information visit: http://
www.utexas.edu/events/exploreut/
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Dive deeper into science!!  What an opportunity to be challenged by the
power and miracles of our God!  ICARE is honored to host the fair for our
13th year at Tomball College Beckendorf Conference Center!

We invite K – 12th grade home school students to come be an exhibitor
on April 4, 2009!  Yes, the time is now to start making a commitment
to participate in our regional science fair.  Not all home schoolers have
this opportunity.  Isn’t it funny how we travel out of town to take advan-
tage of something and miss what is in our area due to familiarity?  We
have been around for 13 years!!  We often hear how parents think it is
a good idea and would like for their students to do it, but then the date
comes and goes.  It is always incredible to see and hear what exhibitors
have done and learned.  Make sure your student gets to reap the
benefits of participating.

Don’t let your insecurity with science keep you from jumping in to this
incredible educational adventure.  Get prepared by attending the
February 21 workshop.  (See details in separate article.)  The
administrator is also available to assist in helping direct your student’s
projects from getting it off the ground to addressing questions that
come up during the project. Stay up to date and download a registration
packet at www.texasregionalsciencefair.com or contact Karen Garza at
texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com.  Thank you and we look forward
to serving you!!

Fees:         $10 per exhibitor, teams limited to 2 students
Registration deadline:                   Wednesday, March 20, 2009
NOTE on REGISTRATION:  Each year we receive late registrations that
make it difficult for our volunteer team, but we don’t want any student
to be left out, so this year late registrations fees are $15 per exhibitor
and will not be accepted after March 27, so please plan accordingly!

EEEEEVENINGSVENINGSVENINGSVENINGSVENINGS     FORFORFORFORFOR E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS     AAAAATTTTT MF MF MF MF MFAHAHAHAHAH

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
5:30-8:30 p.m.
February 10, 2009 - Rembrandt and the Golden Age of Dutch Painting
March 10, 2009 - Lost Treasures of Afghanistan
April 7, 2009 - India and Indonesia
Registration is $5 at the event, and pre-registration is not necessary.  For
more information, call (713) 639-7590 or e-mail schools@mfah.org
The Museum of Fine Arts (Houston) http://mfah.org/.

GGGGGREAREAREAREAREATERTERTERTERTER H H H H HOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL S S S S SPRINGPRINGPRINGPRINGPRING G G G G GALAALAALAALAALA

The Spring Gala will be held on Friday. May 1st, 2009, is organized by
FLASH and sponsored by UH College of Technology Central Campus.
FLASH is an inclusive group nurturing the creative and athletic aspects
of homeschooling.  The Gala will take place in a luxurious ballroom at the
UH Central Campus.  The Gala is open to Homeschoolers in grades 9-12,
their family and friends.  Adults are encouraged to sign up as chaperones
for this event Dress is semi-formal/formal. Join us for fun, food, music
and dancing!  Super Early Bird Special -$30 by Jan 31st.  Details can be
found at http://www.homeschoolsportsandactivities.com/

RRRRROCKETSOCKETSOCKETSOCKETSOCKETS 4 4 4 4 4THTHTHTHTH     AAAAANNUNNUNNUNNUNNUALALALALAL S S S S SPORPORPORPORPORTSTSTSTSTS C C C C CAREERAREERAREERAREERAREER D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY

The Houston Rockets 4th annual Sports Career Day will be held on
Wednesday, February 11, 2009.  Come learn about NBA careers, listen
to speakers, ask questions, take a tour and shoot a free throw on the
Houston Rockets court.

The Sports Career Day event is during the day from 1:00 pm-3:30 pm.
The Houston Rockets will take on the Sacramento Kings that evening at
7:30 pm.  For more information, visit http://www.nba.com/media/rockets/
MeredithBSportsCareerDay.pdf

Thank you for supporting the Houston Rockets and we hope to see at
the Sports Career Day!  For immediate questions please feel free to call
or email Meredith Bland at (713) 758-7459 or
meredithb@rocketball.com
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CCCCCOUPLEOUPLEOUPLEOUPLEOUPLE ( ( ( ( (FEMALEFEMALEFEMALEFEMALEFEMALE     VERSIONVERSIONVERSIONVERSIONVERSION))))).....
Production will take place February 13, 20, 21, 27 & 28 at 8:00 pm and
will be held at The Katy Visual & Performing Arts Center, located in the
Great Southwest Equestrian Center, 2501 Mason Road #290, Katy, TX
77450.  Tickets are $12.00 and can be purchased at KVPAC or by phone
at 281-829-ARTS or ONLINE at www.KVPAC.org.  For more information,
contact Lisa Connolly, KVPAC Marketing Director, (281) 829-2787,
lconnolly@KVPAC.org, www.KVPAC.org

 

 

KVPKVPKVPKVPKVPAAAAAC SC SC SC SC SPRINGPRINGPRINGPRINGPRING C C C C CLASSESLASSESLASSESLASSESLASSES H H H H HAAAAAVEVEVEVEVE B B B B BEGUNEGUNEGUNEGUNEGUN

Now accepting registration for open classes.  To register, visit us at The
Katy Visual & Performing Arts Center, located in the Great Southwest
Equestrian Center, 2501 Mason Road #290, Katy, TX 77450.  See
KVPAC website www.KVPAC.org for registration details.  For more infor-
mation, contact Lisa Connolly, KVPAC Marketing Director, (281) 829-
2787, lconnolly@KVPAC.org, www.KVPAC.org

FFFFFREEREEREEREEREE     AAAAADMISSIONDMISSIONDMISSIONDMISSIONDMISSION     TTTTTOOOOO     AAAAADULDULDULDULDULTTTTT     AAAAARRRRRTTTTT S S S S SHOHOHOHOHOWWWWW & S & S & S & S & SALEALEALEALEALE     AAAAATTTTT KVP KVP KVP KVP KVPAAAAACCCCC

Support The Arts in Katy And Spend An Artful Saturday With Artists @
Work At Their Annual Open Show.      Katy, Texas (January 12, 2009) -
Artists @ Work, the adult/ teen art league in Katy, dedicated to the
development of artistic talent, exhibition venues and community in-
volvement in the Visual Arts, will hold their Lone Star Art Guild Open
Show on January 31, 2009.  The show will be held at the Katy Visual &
Performing Arts Center, 2501 S. Mason Road, Suite 290, Katy, Texas
77450.  The judge will be C.A. (Carolyn) Smith, a fine art painter,
represented in Houston by Thornwood Gallery.  Carolyn lives in Katy and
has done landscapes En Plein Air for many years in Europe and the U.S.,
specializing in pastels and oil.  For more bio information about Carolyn
and examples of her work, please visit the following websites:
www.casmithart.com, www.askart.com and www.thornwoodgallery.com.
Patron’s viewing and sales will be held from 2:00 to 4:00pm.  Please
mark your calendars and join us for this event, bringing fine art to the
Katy and West Houston areas.          For additional information on Artists @
Work, contact Nell Bednarz at mike-nell@consolidated.net.

SSSSSPRINGPRINGPRINGPRINGPRING S S S S SEMIEMIEMIEMIEMI-F-F-F-F-FORMALORMALORMALORMALORMAL E E E E EVENTVENTVENTVENTVENT

Date: April 17, 2009 6:30 – 11:00
The Spring Semi-Formal Event, hosted by CACHE Homeschool Support
Group, is open to all homeschool high school students (grades 9 – 12)
and their guests.  All who attend must agree to the guidelines. We had a
great time last year in Paris and attendance was around 200.  The
theme this year is still being discussed, but we expect the same flair and
awesome decor.

The event is a semi-formal private party that includes dinner followed by
dancing and music. This event is not a “couples” event.  Join other
homeschool high school students for a very special evening of fellowship
and fun.  The event will be held at The Lone Star Convention and Expo
Center, 9055 Airport Road (Fm1484), Conroe, Texas 77303.  You Must
dress appropriately or you will not be permitted entry into this event.
This event is limited to 200 teenagers, and priority is given to CACHE
members.  For more information, contact Billie jo Craig -
billiejocr@yahoo.com.  Early bird price deadline is February 20th; register
early to reserve your space.  CACHE - Conroe Area Christian Home
Educators http://cacheonline.org/.
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DEC
DanielsEducationalConsulting

IMPROVING LIVES THROUGH EDUCATION

What does an educational consultant do?

I relieve many of the stresses associated with college planning.
I am available to assist with:    

• finding the best colleges to meet the needs of the student 
• college applications, essays and letters of recommendation 
• beneficial extracurricular and summer activities 
• information concerning financial aid 
• college visits and interviews

Jerry Daniels, PhD
1860 FM 359 # 229
Richmond, TX 77469
713.858.4325
281.342.1548 fax
jerry@danielsec.com
WWW.DANIELSEC.COM

For more information, visit 
my website or call the 

number below.

SSSSSCIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCECIENCE F F F F FAIRAIRAIRAIRAIR     WWWWWORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOPORKSHOP     FORFORFORFORFOR     THETHETHETHETHE F F F F FAMILAMILAMILAMILAMILYYYYY!!!!!!!!!!

Now the whole family can catch the vision!  This workshop enables par-
ents to know how to coach their students and gives students the oppor-
tunity to walk through the steps of how to put a project together.  We set
up students with their parents in grade groups for coming up with ideas
for each session.  Supplies are on hand to then apply the ideas, so
students go home with something tangible to work with on their own
projects.   High schoolers – Your group is challenged to work with limited
input from adults, so come prepared to network and bring your unique
perspective!  There will even be past students’ display boards set up to
get ideas for your own display.  Karen Garza, coordinator of the Texas
Regional Science Fair, is coordinating this effort.  Mark your calendar
now for Saturday, February 21, 2009 from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm at
Tomball College Beckendorf Conference Center.

This forum is set up for students K-12th and their parents.  It would be
helpful if arrangements were made for younger children.  Nursing babies
are welcome.

Topics to be covered are:
9:00 – 10:00 am – Project Brainstorming
10:15 – 11:15 am – Now What?
11:30 – 12:30 am – Board Design & Interview Tips
12:30 – 1:30 pm - Lunch (pre-paid) – Q&A + Networking
We encourage you to stay for the lunch session that is optional.  It gives
students the time to put the finishing touches on their project idea as
well as one-on-one questions and networking amongst families.  A ca-
tered lunch from The Rib Tickler restaurant can be ordered.  It consists of
a smoked turkey, ham, & cheese sandwich served on a homemade roll,
accompanied by fresh fruit & potato salad, completed with chocolate
chip cookies.  Ice tea or lemonade will be the choices for the drink that is
included in the price of $7.50 per person.

The registration fee is $15 per family to cover teaching materials and
handouts.  Deadline to receive registration is February 11, so mail your
registration no later than February 9.  After this date it is late registra-
tion, which is $20 and will need to be received no later than February
18.  Confirmations: emailed February 14; late registrations - e-mailed
February 20.  Call if not received.
For more information or to register, please visit
www.texasregionalsciencefair.com.  To contact Karen Garza, please e-
mail texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com or leave a message at (281)
370-6222.
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FRC Lone Star Regional for high school students will be held from March
26-28, 2009 at the George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston.
Admission is free.  For more information, visit: http://houston.txfirst.org/
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HUNSTEM (Houston Urban Network for Science, Technology, Engineering
and  Mathematics) and ECH (The Engineering, Science and Technology
Council of  Houston) are working together to bring you the first Annual
HUNCON, a conference designed to bring Houston’s complete learning
community—educators, families, professional organizations, industry,
and  informal science institutions—together. HUNCON will provide you
with:  Hands-on learning opportunities. Opportunities to meet scientists
and engineers who can help you connect what they do to your classroom.
Opportunities to connect with rganizations that provide free materials
and lesson plans. Opportunities to give curriculum developers from
industry and professional STEM organizations your input—to help make
their products better for you!

The first annual HUNCON is scheduled for February 20th and the 21st at
the University of Hous­ton—Downtown. Hands-on workshops,
demonstra­tions and activities will be held all day Friday (9 am—4:30
pm) and Saturday morning (9 am—noon).  There will also be speakers,
exhibits, field trips, door prizes and more!

There is no cost for teachers, administrators, students and their families.
For more information, visit http://hunstem.uhd.edu/HUNCon.  For Early
Registration, visit: http://hunstem.uhd.edu/HUNCONRegister.html
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Date: May 30, 2009
Program: 10:00 am - 12:00 noon     Reception: 12:00 noon - 1:30 pm
The HCYA Graduation will once again be held at Champion Forest Baptist
Church located at 15555 Stuebner Airline Road, Houston, Texas 77069.
Space is limited to 100 graduates.  Gala location tba March, 2009.
HCYA graduations get first priority on tickets, the tickets will be available
to any homeschool high school student.  http://www.hcya.org/
graduation.htm http://www.hcya.org/graduation.htm  HCYA - Homeschool
Christian Youth Association http://www.hcya.org.

HHHHHOMEOMEOMEOMEOME E E E E EDUCADUCADUCADUCADUCATIONTIONTIONTIONTION P P P P PARARARARARTNERSHIPTNERSHIPTNERSHIPTNERSHIPTNERSHIP     OFOFOFOFOF     TTTTTEXASEXASEXASEXASEXAS G G G G GRADURADURADURADURADUAAAAATIONTIONTIONTIONTION 2009 2009 2009 2009 2009

HEP Graduation will be held on May 9, 2009 at 10:00 am at Sagemont
Church in Houston, TX.  Registrations for 2009 are now being taken. We
are 2/3 full already!  You may sign up via e-mail to Mrs. Freeman, who
will coordinate the 2009 Graduation at chefkf@gmail.com.  Meeting #
2 - January 21 Invitations, Caps/Gowns will be ordered.  Picture and
Video Recording dates announced.  Graduation Practice - May 8, 2009
http://www.homeeducationpartnership.com/graduation.htm.
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To join the HSCN_Grad2009 yahoogroup, you must attend the first
information meeting, and/or submit paid graduation application.  We
will have an information meeting in February 2009 at Cy-Fair College
Branch Library (9191 Barker-Cypress Rd, Cypress, TX 77433).
Graduation will be held at Cypress Bible Church 11711 Cypress N. Houston
Rd. Cypress, TX on May 16, 2009 at 3:00 pm.

Graduation application deadline: March 1st, 2009 Graduation
Requirements: Must be homeschooled for at least a year prior to
graduating, must sign a Conduct agreement.  http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/HSCN_Graduation/
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February 20-21, 2009
The Dallas Marriott Las Colinas - 223 West Las Colinas Boulevard
A two-day hotel conference and getaway designed especially for Christian
mothers, now in its 11th year of ministering to moms. This year, in a
time of faith-challenging uncertainty, Sally’s heart is to give moms the
ability to “smile at the future” like the Proverbs 31 mother.  Your heart
will be strengthened and encouraged for the life of trust and faith to
which God has called you in raising wholehearted children at home.  The
conference also includes inspiring guest speakers, practical workshops,
inspirational worship, a seated banquet luncheon, book tables, and
more.  Regular Registration, $95 after January 23.
Note: Conference Registration does not include a hotel room.  Hotel
Rates: $83.00/night (flat rate) Rate Cutoff: February 6, 2009. http://
www.wholeheart.org/whcalendaritem.php?eventid=23
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Carole Joy Seid will be hosting a seminar called “A Literature Based
Approach to Education”.   The seminar will be held on March 21, 2009
from 9:00 am - 5:00 pm at the St. John the Divine Episcopal Church at
2450 River Oaks Boulevard Houston, TX 77019.  Advanced tickets are
just $45.00 (must be postmarked by March 6th) or $53.00 thereafter.
For more information or to print off a registration form, go to http://
www.carolejoyseid.com.
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ARCH’s annual homeschool curriculum fair will be held on April 24 & 25
at the University of St. Thomas.  Our goal for the conference is that our
speakers answer questions that you didn’t even know you had, view the
best of Catholic materials, and network a stronger Catholic community.
Please check this site for updates: http://www.arch-homeschool.org/
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Date: May 15-16, 2009
The FEAST Book Fair will be held in San Antonio on May 15 – 16, 2009.
For more information visit: http://www.homeschoolfeast.com/bookfair/.
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Arlington’s 25th Annual Fair will be held at the Arlington Convention
Center on May 8 & 9.  This fair is one of the largest book fairs in Texas!
Shop for books, attend workshops, meet other homeschoolers, be
encouraged.  Check website for updates.  Hearth & Home Ministries
http://www.homeschoolbookfair.org


