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Southeast Texas Home School Association

Upcoming Events
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          CONFERENCE HOSTED BY S          CONFERENCE HOSTED BY S          CONFERENCE HOSTED BY S          CONFERENCE HOSTED BY S          CONFERENCE HOSTED BY S.E.T.E.T.E.T.E.T.E.T.H.S.H.S.H.S.H.S.H.S.A..A..A..A..A. pg. 01

June 1-6 Homeschool Week at Frontier Camp pg. 09

June 1-7 (other dates available) Schlitterbahn Homeschool Days pg. 09

June 12-13 & 19-20  -  Black Acre Theatre is Back! pg. 09

June 16 & 30 BJU Solution Meetings pg. 06

June 26 - 27  -  CHEACT Summer Conference pg. 09
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CCCCCONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

Conference is just around the corner; June 5-6, 2009 at Reliant Park.
Plans are being finalized in every area of the conference.  Check out the
workshops, speakers, and exhibitors on the web.  This is a great way to
plan which workshops you want to hear.  Join our speakers as they help
train you with the skills you will need to educate your children.  Each
speaker uses their gifts and talents to encourage and excite you to go
back into your home and help your child blossom through education.  Are
there conflicting workshops?  Maybe you can’t decide which one to go
to?  If so, remember cd’s can be purchased from Rhino Technologies.
Rhino tapes all of the workshops so you can take home the ones you
want to hear again or the ones you missed.  Stop by Rhino’s booth
located to the left just as you enter the exhibit hall.

OOOOOURURURURUR C C C C CONDOLENCESONDOLENCESONDOLENCESONDOLENCESONDOLENCES

There is a shadow over this year’s conference as we remember a long
standing exhibitor with the Gulf Coast Home Education Conference.  We
wanted you to know that Mr. George Buckley who has been the Bob Jones
University Rep for more years than we remember went home to be with
the Lord before Thanksgiving last year.  This year will be the first year
Mr. Buckley has not been at SETHSA’s conference in several years.  For
those of you, who have been coming regularly to the conference and
have probably been helped by Mr. Buckley, plan to stop by the Bob Jones
Booth and give them your condolences on the loss of a great homeschool
advocate.  Our prayers go out to his wife Dana and their children.
*You might want to consider bringing a card or maybe a handmade card
from your children to the Bob Jones Booth.  They can then forward them
on to the Buckley family.

AAAAARTRTRTRTRT E E E E EXHIBITXHIBITXHIBITXHIBITXHIBIT

The Art Exhibit is a huge success.  We have 39 entries including paintings,
photography, drawing, and sculptures.  So make plans to view all of the
displays at the June conference.  These students have put forth their
best work for you to view.  There are not many opportunities for homeschool
students to display and SETHSA is excited to be hosting this opportunity.
Have your student begin thinking and planning to participate in the
2010 Art Exhibit.

CCCCCONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE V V V V VOLUNTEERSOLUNTEERSOLUNTEERSOLUNTEERSOLUNTEERS

Volunteers are still needed to help with registration and goodies for the
exhibitor lounge.  Please contact us at staff@sethsa.org to find out more
about what is needed.  Remember that a conference takes many hands to
make everything flow smoothly.  SETHSA greatly appreciates the
volunteers who make it happen!

EEEEEXHIBITORXHIBITORXHIBITORXHIBITORXHIBITOR W W W W WRITERITERITERITERITE-U-U-U-U-UPSPSPSPSPS

Exhibitor write-ups are on the web to help you find out about what each
company has to offer.  This will help you to find those hidden treasures
that you might have missed. The exhibit hall is full and we have had to
add some booth space this year.  This is always exciting because everyone
loves good books and great curriculum.  Our exhibitors are trained to
give advice and help you to choose the best curriculum for your
homeschool.

CCCCCONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE S S S S SURPRISEURPRISEURPRISEURPRISEURPRISE - L - L - L - L - LAURAAURAAURAAURAAURA W W W W WILKINSONILKINSONILKINSONILKINSONILKINSON!!!!!

This year’s conference has a special surprise woven into it.  SETHSA is
excited to have Laura Wilkinson the 2000 Platform Gold Medalist speak
at the conference.   Laura will be sharing her testimony to encourage you
in so many areas.  She will also be available for autographs.  Laura’s
workshop time is Friday at 1:30 pm and her booth number is H 10.  Be
sure to stop by and meet this lovely young woman who is an incredible
athlete.



June 2009 Page 2

SETHSA News   CONT.

Southeast Texas Home School Association (SETHSA) is a volunteer, non-profit
501(c)3 organization committed to ministering to home schoolers in the southeast
area of Texas. We receive over 4000 phone calls per year in which we inform and
encourage new and veteran home educators.  SETHSA  provides central communication
through our monthly newsletter The Teaching Pioneer as well as on the  web, which
contains information on legal updates, local news and activities.  SETHSA hosts an
annual conference each year with more than 50 workshops and over 100 vendors, as
well as sponsoring Bees, reading incentive programs, homeschool days, and much
more.

Individual subscriptions to The Teaching Pioneer are available.  Contact SETHSA
via e-mail or phone to find out more information.

Your financial contributions help SETHSA better minister to the homeschool
community and are tax deductible.   For more information or suggestions, e-mail,
call, or write to:

SETHSA
10592 - A  Fuqua #503                          Houston, Texas 77089

Service 281-756-9792                            Fax  281-756-8199
web page:  http://www.sethsa.org             e-mail:  staff@sethsa.org

Submissions to The Teaching Pioneer  are accepted  and must be received electronically
or in writing by the 15th of the preceding month.  The newsletter is sent electronically
on or before the  30th of each month.  SETHSA  reserves the right to edit articles for
content and length.  Articles and reviews do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the
SETHSA board or it’s members.  E-mail all articles to publisher@sethsa.org.

TTTTTEENEENEENEENEEN C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE P P P P PROGRAMROGRAMROGRAMROGRAMROGRAM

Are your teens prepared?  For what you ask?  Encourage your teen to
attend the teen program this year.   Friday will be hosted by Pamela
Williams with Toastmasters.  Pamela will spend the day helping your
teen learn presentation skills.  She will be working to help teens build
their speaking skills and confidence.  These skills will go with them
through life as they interview for college or jobs.  Pamela will also be
working with teens to help them gain the leadership skills they will need
throughout their career and other areas of interest.  Saturday will be
hosted by Ryan Yamane (College Plus) and Becky Preble ( Get a Direction).
Ryan and Becky will be working with teens to help them create a smart
plan for college.  They will learn about earning college credits while
saving money and time.  Also, they will be learning about careers and
finding their areas of interest.  How many times do college students
change their major?  It is an overwhelming world with many opportunities.
Let’s help them get prepared.

PPPPPARKINGARKINGARKINGARKINGARKING     PPPPPASSESASSESASSESASSESASSES

Parking passes will be sold Friday until lunch.  Bring in the ticket you
receive when you come through the gate.  They will deduct the $8 and
you will pay the difference of $12.  This is a great item and the best kept
secret.  Sometimes at an event like this you can’t always afford to feed
everybody so buying a pass allows you to take advantage of lunch at
other locations.  Also, if you are planning to come both days you might
want to buy the pass and eat off-site. The pass will quickly pay for itself.
It allows you access as many times as you need during the conference.

SETHSA News   CONT.

UUUUUSEDSEDSEDSEDSED B B B B BOOKOOKOOKOOKOOK S S S S SALEALEALEALEALE

The Used Book Sale will not be held this year on the Thursday before
conference.  Unfortunately the cost for holding it at Reliant has tripled
this year and to avoid passing on cost to our attendees, we have decided
to cancel the event.  Please check out our calander of events for used
book sales in your area! www.sethsa.org

Please let us know if your group is holding a used book sale so that we
can let the rest of the community know of the event.  Email us at
publisher@sethsa.org with the event information.  Also, we are more
than happy to list your curriculum for sale on our website.  Email us the
list to staff@sethsa.org and we will post it for 30 days.  If you would like
us to extend the list you may email us again as the deadline approaches.

CCCCCHILDRENHILDRENHILDRENHILDRENHILDREN’’’’’SSSSS P P P P PROGRAMROGRAMROGRAMROGRAMROGRAM

Have you ever Walked Thru the Bible?  Well after June 5 & 6, your kids will
have traversed at a rapid pace thru the Old Testament with Walk Thru
the Bible’s very own Jerry Hull.  Jerry will take your kids on an exciting
adventure as they learn about the history, events, people, and places of
the Old Testament.  This is an incredible way to enforce the Bible while
having a ton of fun.  In addition to Walk Thru the Bible, Mad Science and
Junior Master Gardeners will be working with the kids to educate them
about science in a fun and entertaining manner.  AD Players will also be
hosting a workshop for the 5th and 6th graders; it will allow this group of
attendees to meet some of the staff from AD Players and get a hands-on
training session in drama.  Shelley Hendry, with His Image Ministries, will
be presenting her living history characters, including Corrie Ten Boom,
Anna Jackson, and Fanny Crosby.

If you pre-registered for the children’s program please email us
(staff@sethsa.org) your child’s full name, name of parents who will be
picking up children, and a phone number where you can be reached
during the conference.  This allows all the information to be prepared in
advance of your arrival. When you come to the pre-registration table
downstairs, you will pick up their wristbands and name tag along with
yours.  When you arrive upstairs there will be 5 sign in books.  Look for
the sign in book that has your last name’s first letter.  You will simply
initial the check in sheet beside the child’s name.

AAAAASTROSSTROSSTROSSTROSSTROS’ H’ H’ H’ H’ HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL N N N N NIGHTIGHTIGHTIGHTIGHT

Another fun event for conference attendees to take advantage of is the
homeschool night at the Astros.  Be sure to visit the web at www.sethsa.org
and check out the calendar of events page for all the information.
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SPECIAL THANKS

TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE     WWWWWHAHAHAHAHATTTTT’’’’’SSSSS U U U U UPPPPP S S S S SHOHOHOHOHOWWWWW     WITHWITHWITHWITHWITH     TTTTTERRERRERRERRERRYYYYY L L L L LOOOOOWRWRWRWRWRYYYYY

SETHSA would like to give a big thank you to Terry Lowry and The What’s
Up Show for always supporting homeschooling.  For many years Terry
has been a big proponent of homeschooling and has interview many
homeschooling parents and leaders on this show.  His show has been a
great resource for homeschooling parents so tune in from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
on 100.7 FM “The Word.”  You can also visit their website at www.kkht.com.

HSLDA  NewsPRAYER REQUESTS

OOOOOURURURURUR P P P P PRARARARARAYERSYERSYERSYERSYERS G G G G GOOOOO O O O O OUTUTUTUTUT     TTTTTOOOOO J J J J JESSICAESSICAESSICAESSICAESSICA H H H H HULULULULULCYCYCYCYCY     ANDANDANDANDAND H H H H HERERERERER F F F F FAMILAMILAMILAMILAMILYYYYY

Jessica Hulcy who many of you will associate with Konos Curriculum was
critically injured when her Ford Explorer was broadsided in Melissa, TX
about 11:30 on Monday morning, May 18. She was hit by a volunteer fire
truck responding to an accident. After a 25 minute extrication process
she was Life Flighted as a level 1 (the most severe) trauma case to
Parkland Hospital in Dallas.  She has been in a comma, but seems to be
coming out of it Tuesday, May 19th.  She has very serious and life
threatening injuries.  Among them are:  several broken ribs, broken arm,
wrist, leg, punctures to both lungs, head trauma, and blood in the brain.
Several of these injuries will probably require surgery.  Please pray for
Jessica and her family.  The next year is going to be a very long and
painful recovery.  Pray for wisdom for the doctors, strength for the family,
healing and mending for Jessica, and peace in the midst of any fear she
may have.  You may visit their website to find out updates as they are
posted.    We would love to send them a big package of handmade cards
and pictures from all the kids who attended the conference.    So stop by
the SETHSA booth and drop them off http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/
jessicahulcy/journal.

SSSSSCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOLCHOOL D D D D DISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICT R R R R REFUSESEFUSESEFUSESEFUSESEFUSES     TOTOTOTOTO W W W W WITHDRAWITHDRAWITHDRAWITHDRAWITHDRAW S S S S STUDENTTUDENTTUDENTTUDENTTUDENT

Last summer, Amanda Shadwell (name changed to protect privacy)
decided to homeschool her daughter during her high school years. In an
effort to follow all relevant requirements, Ms. Shadwell familiarized
herself with the Texas homeschool law and the Texas Education Agency’s
information on home education.

Well before the 2008–2009 school year began, Ms. Shadwell notified
the Eagle Mountain–Saginaw ISD in writing that she was withdrawing her
daughter to homeschool her, according to Texas law. However, Ms. Shadwell
continued to receive mail from Saginaw High School as if her daughter
was still a student. When Ms. Shadwell called the high school to inquire
about the situation, she was told that her daughter could not be officially
removed from the attendance roster until school began for the year.

However, this is contrary to the TPA’s own literature, which states:
“Students should be un-enrolled by school officials when they receive
written notice either by signing withdrawal forms or sending a letter of
withdrawal.”

Ms. Shadwell pointed this out to school officials in a second letter, and
she also wrote to the district superintendent in an attempt to resolve the
matter. A month after sending these letters, the middle school that Ms.
Shadwell’s daughter attended last year called her to request a notice of
intent to homeschool. The school stated that they needed the notice to
prevent the girl from being listed as a drop-out or truant. Before Ms.
Shadwell could return the call, the school contacted every emergency
contact on the student’s list in an attempt to gain information.

Ms. Shadwell then hand-delivered homeschool paperwork, including a
notice of intent, to her daughter’s previous school, hoping that this
would conclude the matter.

Unfortunately, this was not the end. Ms. Shadwell had just returned
home from her middle school deliveries when she found a notice from the
high school—this time, requesting proof of immunizations. In
exasperation, Ms. Shadwell contacted Home School Legal Defense
Association for help.

It was now more than two months after Ms. Shadwell’s first letter and a
month after school had started. HSLDA Senior Counsel Chris Klicka sent
Saginaw High School’s principal a letter verifying that the girl was in fact
being home educated and again requesting that she be withdrawn from
public school, but the information was ignored. Only a few days later, Ms.
Shadwell received another request for shot records from the high school.

Chris Klicka sent another letter in reply, and after three months of repeated
attempts, Ms. Shadwell was finally able to homeschool her daughter in
peace.

�
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95% Of All College 
Applications Include 

An Honor Society.

Will Your Student’s
Transcript Be
Competitive?

MU ETA SIGMA
National Math Honor Society
for Home Schooled Students

www.MathHonorSociety.com

SPEAKER SHOWCASE

A WA WA WA WA WORDORDORDORDORD A A A A ABOUTBOUTBOUTBOUTBOUT P P P P PHONICSHONICSHONICSHONICSHONICS

By Jan Bedell, M.Ed., Certified Neurodevelopmentalist, of Little Giant
Steps

Phonics is an auditory learning system; in other words, the child has to
hold all the pieces of auditory information together long enough to get
the word out of his brain.  For many children, this is not a problem, but if
a child has low auditory processing (refer to last months newsletter for
more details) then phonics can be a nightmare for parents and children.
Many a mom has doubted her ability to teach when her child is not
responding to the phonetic approach.

SPEAKER SHOWCASE  CONT.

What do I do if my child is not learning to read with phonics?
§ DON’T panic!
§ DON’T BUY ANOTHER PHONICS PROGRAM!
§ DO get a FREE auditory test kit  albedell@littlegiantsteps.com

(child should have a strong 5 digit span before phonics will be
effective)

§ DO auditory processing building activities.
§ DO read to the child with them following word by word and

have them read the same sentence or paragraph immediately
after you. (Echo reading)

§ DON’T make him struggle; tell him the words he doesn’t know.
§ DO read to your children an hour a day (builds auditory pro-

cessing).
§ DO have books on tape as a regular part of their day (builds

auditory processing)
§ DON’T be concerned that they are “memorizing” words.
§ DO be patient - when auditory processing improves, phonics

will be successful.
§ DO understand with this approach, they will have the best of

both worlds – sight and  phonics.

Auditory short term memory deficits cause these symptoms:
§ When using phonics with multi-syllable words or more than 6

letters, they get lost by the time they get to the end of the
word.

§ They may sound out the first 3 or 4 letters and guess at the
end

§ They may get to the end of the word and have to guess be-
cause they’ve forgotten the beginning of the word.

§ They have trouble following directions.

If your child has these symptoms take heart - The brain is ever changing
and has an incredible amount of plasticity.  Frequent, intense stimula-
tion over a period of time can produce and grow connections, which can
produce normal function and eliminate adverse symptoms.  So, take a
break from Phonics and concentrate on making sure you get in those
auditory digit span activities twice a day     for 2 minutes, 5 times a week. 
You can get a free auditory test kit from Little Giant Steps with an email
to albedell@littlegiantsteps.com   with “Free Test Kit” in the subject
line.

We instruct our parents to take a break from Phonics until their child’s
digit span advances past 5.  One homeschool mom whose previous
experience with teaching with phonics was not successful, wrote, “Drew
has begun sounding out words!  I honestly don’t know where this has
come from other than the Neurodevelopmental Program we are cur-
rently doing with him.  I have done NO phonics per our last discussion
when you instructed me to stop.  It is so neat to see and hear him
sounding out words.  He is not doing it perfectly but the interest and
desire is there and now the information has appeared like magic.  I am
very encouraged about this.”  T. B. in Cypress, TX (January 4, 2006).
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

CCCCCIVILIVILIVILIVILIVIL W W W W WARARARARAR R R R R REENACTMENTEENACTMENTEENACTMENTEENACTMENTEENACTMENT

You are hereby cordially invited to attend the Civil War Weekend at Plan-
tation Liendo.  Friday, November 20th   2009.      This will be open to the
schools and homeschools alike.  The camps will be open for the students
to walk through, ask questions, and gather research material.  The fee is
$5 per student; chaperones teachers are will receive free entry.  We ask
that the ratio of students to chaperones be no more than 10 to 1, and
groups must remain together.  If the ratio above is more some teachers
will be charged $5.  Tours through the Plantation House are available
free to students on school day.  For more information, contact Susan
Gibson at sagibson@11texascav.org or (713) 205-1897.

TTTTTHEHEHEHEHE     WWWWWOODLANDSOODLANDSOODLANDSOODLANDSOODLANDS P P P P PAAAAAVILIONVILIONVILIONVILIONVILION 20 20 20 20 20THTHTHTHTH     YEARYEARYEARYEARYEAR!!!!!

The Woodlands Pavilion is back post-IKE for its 20th year after a major
renovation!  Once again cultural shows including symphonies will offer
free seating sections.  Not just lawn, but also the new Mezzanine
seating section will have free seating.

Free Mezzanine and General Admission Lawn Seating at select shows
including: Houston Symphony 20th Season Celebration Friday, June
12:00 pm – 8:00 pm - gates open 7:00 pm Houston Ballet Swan Lake
- Oct 9.

Free events for all seats: Texas Music Festival - Friday June 26 at 8:00
pm.  Houston Symphony Star-Spangled Salute - Friday, July 3 at 8:00
pm.

The 14th Annual Children’s Festival will be back Nov 14-15.  Tickets
are $6 in advance.  http://www.woodlandscenter.org/events.aspx.

For cultural shows, you can either pay $5 to park in the garage at Six
Pines and Lake Woodlands or free parking is on Timberloch. Do NOT
park at the mall or Market Square or you will get towed.  http://
www.woodlandscenter.org/default.aspx?id=50.

BBBBBASKETBALLASKETBALLASKETBALLASKETBALLASKETBALL C C C C CAMPAMPAMPAMPAMP

Alodia Basketball Academy in Tomball is interested in reaching the
homeschool community. They offer basketball camps and training. For
more information contact Luanne Walling at (281) 255-2552 x12 or
luanne.walling@alodiaconsulting.com. www.alodiabasketball.com

BBBBBEEEEE P P P P PROACTIVEROACTIVEROACTIVEROACTIVEROACTIVE!!!!!

In the process of homeschooling our children, we easily become distracted
from events going on around us.  Many of these, if we had known, would
have caused us to either act or react.  Although homeschooling as been
confirmed, especially in Texas, as a legal form and choice for educating
our children, we must be vigilant.  HSLDA is one of our most valuable
resources; they provide representation both in the legislation process
and, for members, counsel against legal actions.  Every homeschool
family should actively support this organization with their membership.
However, even non-member families can benefit greatly and remain
informed by referencing the materials which are regularly posted on
their website.  For Texans, visit regularly, http://www.hslda.org/hs/state/
TX/default.asp, to review details regarding cases, legal decisions, headline
news, key organizations, and pending legislation.  Also, watch their Alerts
so you’ll be prepared and able to respond to defend the right to
homeschool.

MONTHLY TIP
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THE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STTHE HOMESCHOOL STOREOREOREOREORE
1355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIW355 JUDIWAAAAAY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTY  HOUSTONONONONON,,,,,     TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018TX 77018

713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894713-683-8894
Discount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  ChildrDiscount Prices  -  Children en en en en WWWWWelcomeelcomeelcomeelcomeelcome

PubPubPubPubPublisherlisherlisherlisherlishers in Stocs in Stocs in Stocs in Stocs in Stockkkkk
Saxon - Alpha Omega - Bob Jones - Apologia

Singapore Math - Lamplighter Books - Classic Novels
Explode the Code - D.I.V.E. Cd’s -  Shurley Grammar

Tapestry of Grace - Runkle Geography - Easy Grammar
Write Source - DK - Story of Liberty - Master Books
Learning Language Arts thru Literature - Pathways
Spelling Power - Sing, Spell, Read & Write - Baker
Christian Liberty Press - Progeny Press - Usborne
Five in a Row - Well Trained Mind - Diana Waring

Horizons Math - Veritas Press - Henty Books
Greenleaf - Writing Strands - Power Glide

English from the Roots Up
Over 200 Publishers in Stock, Others arriving Soon

100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books100 Bookcases of Used Books
(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)(including A Beka & Bob Jones)

Map at www.thehomeschoolstore.com
or  Call for directions
We buy used Curriclum

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY  CONT.

GGGGGEOCITESEOCITESEOCITESEOCITESEOCITES W W W W WEBSITESEBSITESEBSITESEBSITESEBSITES C C C C CLOSINGLOSINGLOSINGLOSINGLOSING

If you know any support groups that use Geocities to host their websites,
please contact them and urge them to backup their content and look for
a new web host - http://geocities.yahoo.com/ Yahoo will be deleting those
sites in the coming months. If you have a website with links to Geocities
sites, be aware you will need to update your links soon. For those looking
for a free web host, there are other options such as Google Sites.

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY  CONT.

HHHHHOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON M M M M MUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUM D D D D DISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICT D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY     FORFORFORFORFOR F F F F FAMILIESAMILIESAMILIESAMILIESAMILIES

Houston Museum District returns Saturday, September 12, 2009.  Stay
tuned for updates.  Note: The Houston Museum Educators Open House
will be held on January 24, 2009.  http://www.houstonmuseumdistrict.org/
.

BBBBBOBOBOBOBOB J J J J JONESONESONESONESONES U U U U UNIVERSITYNIVERSITYNIVERSITYNIVERSITYNIVERSITY P P P P PRESSRESSRESSRESSRESS S S S S SOLUTIONOLUTIONOLUTIONOLUTIONOLUTION M M M M MEETINGSEETINGSEETINGSEETINGSEETINGS

BJU Press Solution Meetings are hosted by a veteran homeschooling mom of
25+ yrs who is also a BJU Press Precept Marketing Representative.  She will be
available to show you the BJU Press curriculum and to answer any questions you
may have.  Free shipping on all orders!  Mark your calendar for the following
dates.  All times are 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.  Need more information?  Call (281)
923-9956 or (800) 845-5731.

June 16 Humble Hampton Inn 20515 Hwy.  59 N
June 30    Nacogdoches Hampton Inn 3625 S. Street

July 7 Beaumont Hampton Inn          3795 IH 10.S
July 13 Houston Holiday Inn 12439 NW Freeway
July 14     Seabrook Hampton Inn(NASA) 3000 NASA Rd. 1
July 21     Stafford Comfort Suites       4820 Techniplex Dr.
July 28     Houston/Spring Comfort Suites 21222 Tomball Pkwy

CYT HCYT HCYT HCYT HCYT HOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTONOUSTON S S S S SUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMER S S S S SCHEDULECHEDULECHEDULECHEDULECHEDULE

A terrific season of successful classes and shows for Christian Youth
Theater is over and will resume in the fall – be sure to check the website
in August for the schedule for 2009-2010!  Summer is upon us, and so
is camp time!  CYT is offering five theater arts day camps for ages 6-18
based on the Disney musical Newsies at locations in Spring, The Wood-
lands, Tomball, Cypress, and Montgomery.  Camps for ages 11-18, based
on the hit Broadway musical Wicked, will be in Conroe and The Wood-
lands.  Each camp includes workshops in voice, dance, and drama, as
well as lots of high-energy games and a wild and wacky water day.  All
campers receive a camp t-shirt and participate in a showcase for friends
and family at the close of camp on Friday evening.  For camp information
and registration, visit the website: www.cythouston.org. For questions,
email info@cythouston.org or call (832) 338-5869.
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HEART OF TEXAS LHEART OF TEXAS LHEART OF TEXAS LHEART OF TEXAS LHEART OF TEXAS LEADERSHIPEADERSHIPEADERSHIPEADERSHIPEADERSHIP C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

HEART OF TEXAS Leadership Conference will be held July 18, 2009 at
Restoration Church (1350 W. Euless Blvd., Euless, TX 76040).  It’s Time
to Get Connected and Encouraged!  Do you help newbies get started
homeschooling? Do you coordinate activities or field trips?  Do you lead
a home school support group, co-op, or e-list?

On-site Registration starts at 8:00 am.  Leadership Conference is from
9:00 am – 4:00 pm.  More details Coming Soon!!
http://www.heartoftex.org/

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY  CONT.

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY  CONT.

TTTTTOOOOOYYYYYOOOOOTTTTTAAAAA C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

The Toyota Center offers homeschool discounts to the Cirque du Soleil –
Saltimbanco.  This event will be held July 22-26, 2009.  Tickets start at
just $28.  Best discount Friday, July 24 at 3:30 pm.  Order deadline July
8, order early for best seating. For further information, visit http://
www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/Toyota.html.  Contact Courtney Aldrich at
(713) 758-7577 to check ticket availability.  Questions email Susan
Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com.  These offers are open to all homeschoolers,
friends and family.

TTTTTECHECHECHECHECH I I I I ITTTTT O O O O OUTUTUTUTUT

I would like to share with you an exciting, fun and creative
learning opportunity for kids rising to grades 4th through 8th during
summer 2009. TECH IT OUT is a high-tech, innovative robotics camp
concept that exposes students to cutting-edge 21st century technology
in a fun learning environment with a focus on team-building, problem
solving, cognitive ability, and creativity.  Please visit our website
www.botshoprocks.com  for additional information or to register for TECH
IT OUT online. 

SPECIAL DEALS FOR ROBOTICS TEAM START UP: Buy 4 get 1 free
Interested in starting a Robotics Team or expand your current club
on campus, let us help you jump start your program.  In addition
to training your students to design, construct and program NXT robots,
one coach (must be a teacher, administrator or parent) will receive free
admission to our Fall 2009 Bot Shop (robot workshop) where we will
give tips on how to integrate robotics into the content areas and how to
start a new robotics team at your school with grants and community
partnership.

Feel free to forward any questions or comments to
jtaylor@botshoprocks.com.   

HHHHHEAEAEAEAEAVENVENVENVENVEN S S S S SENTENTENTENTENT C C C C CHOIRHOIRHOIRHOIRHOIR

Enrollment for the 2009-10 school year is currently underway for Heaven
Sent Choir.  Students may be enrolled by calling Kathie Fleming at (281)
635-2365.  Under the direction of Leland Fleming, the choir strives to
provide a high-quality, Christ-centered music education program to
homeschooled students in grades 1 through 12.  Rehearsals are one day
a week at centrally located Free Will Baptist Church, (10331 Veterans
Memorial Drive).  Heaven Sent is a non-profit organization that minis-
ters throughout the year in a variety of venues including hospitals, nurs-
ing homes, community events, and formal concerts.  High school stu-
dents also have the opportunity to compete in district, region, and state
auditions, as well take a Spring trip which includes additional perfor-
mances.  In August junior high and high school ages students will attend
camp at Trinity Pines Encampment.  For more information about Heaven
Sent Choir visit their booth at the SETHSA conference or their website at
www.heavensentchoirs.org.

HHHHHOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON M M M M MUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUM D D D D DISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICTISTRICT D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY     FORFORFORFORFOR F F F F FAMILIESAMILIESAMILIESAMILIESAMILIES

Museum District Day returns Saturday, September 12, 2009.  Stay tuned
for updates.  Note: The Houston Museum Educators Open House will be
held on January 24, 2009. http://www.houstonmuseumdistrict.org/.



June 2009 Page 8

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.
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2009 dates/locations have been updated for Colleges that Change Lives.
For Texas, stops are in Houston, Austin and Dallas in August, 2009 and
are as follows:

Houston - Saturday, August 15, 2009, 10:00 am- Marriott Houston
Westchase
Austin- Saturday, August 15, 2009 at 7pm - Austin Convention Center
Dallas - Sunday, August 16, 2009 at 3pm - Hilton Dallas Lincoln Centre

40 of America’s most remarkable colleges and universities are profiled
in former New York Times education editor Loren Pope’s influential book
Colleges That Change Lives, and they will be traveling to an area near
you later this year. We invite interested students, families, and college
counselors to learn more about making a well-informed college search
by joining us for an information session and college fair. Sponsored by
Colleges That Change Lives, a non-profit organization dedicated to the
support of a student-centered college search process, these programs
are free to the public and pre-registration is not required.  Visit http://
www.ctcl.org/events/map for more details.

IHM DIHM DIHM DIHM DIHM DALLASALLASALLASALLASALLAS H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL     ANDANDANDANDAND P P P P PARENTARENTARENTARENTARENT C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

The 2nd annual Immaculate Heart of Mary Dallas Homeschool and Par-
ent Conference will be held July 24 – 25, 2009.  The event will be in
Grapevine TX at 1209 South Main St.  This conference includes many
Catholic vendors and speaker workshops.

This conference is for everyone, not just homeschooling families and all
religious are especially welcome.  Although we love children, we must
restrict attendance to teens and nursing babies. Friday: 2:00 PM – 8:00
PM   Saturday: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm.
http://www.ihmconference.org/dallas

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATERTERTERTERTER D D D D DISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTSISCOUNTS

We will be setting up new polls for the coming season to see which shows
homeschoolers would like to see. Please check http://www.jsoft.com/
archive/taffie/theater/ for more information including current offers.
Depending upon ticket availability, some shows such as Phantom may
have reoffers, so please check back. New BAA Houston season includes:
Mary Poppins, Wicked; New TUTS season includes: Sound of Music, Little
House on the Prairie. Only those shows that show enough interest to
make our required minimums will have homeschool offers. When offers
become active, orders must be placed before the offers expire or you will
not get the homeschool discount. Questions contact Susan Frederick at
sjf@jsoft.com.

NTHEN SNTHEN SNTHEN SNTHEN SNTHEN SUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMER C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

NTHEN Summer Conference will be held at the Plano Convention Center
(2000 East Spring Creek Parkway, Plano, TX) on August 7 & 8, 2009l
See website for updates and online registration.  NTHEN - North Texas
Home Educators Network http://www.nthen.org.

HHHHHOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL D D D D DAAAAAYYYYY     AAAAATTTTT S S S S SPPPPPAAAAACECECECECE C C C C CENTERENTERENTERENTERENTER H H H H HOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTOUSTONONONONON

Thank you to all the families who helped us make 2008 the most
successful Homeschool Day ever at Space Center Houston.  Save the
date - Homeschool Day for 2009 is October 7, 2009. Check back at our
website this coming summer for information regarding Homeschool Day
2009. We look forward to seeing you again soon!
http://www.spacecenter.org/HomeSchool.html



June 2009 Page 9

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.WHAT’S  HAPPENING  LOCALLY CONT.
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Frontier Camp - A Christian youth camp located in NE Texas will be held
May 31 – June 6. During this week, all the campers are homeschool
students, and most of the counselors are homeschool graduates in
Grapeland, TX. Camp is geared for kids ages 8-13.  http://
www2.frontiercamp.org/homeschool.aspx

Homeschool Teen week is June 7-13, 2009 and kids must be at least 13
years of age (or turn 13 by Sept. 1) and not older than 17 at the time
they come to camp http://www2.frontiercamp.org/homeschoolteen.aspx.
For more information visit: www.frontiercamp.org.

BBBBBLALALALALACKCKCKCKCK     AAAAACRECRECRECRECRE     TTTTTHEAHEAHEAHEAHEATRETRETRETRETRE     ISISISISIS B B B B BAAAAACKCKCKCKCK!!!!!

We are proud to announce that this summer, Katy will welcome Black Acre
Theatre, a new theatre company comprised entirely of young adults that
will premier its inaugural season this June with the show Love Song, by
John Kolvenbach.

In a meeting of local artists and residents earlier in March, we jointly
announced Black Acre Theatre’s 1st season, beginning with Love Song.
The curtains will rise at the black box theatre operated by the Katy
Visual and Performing Arts Center (KVPAC) on June 12th, at 8:00 PM.
A total of four performances will take place on June 12th, 13th, 19th,
and 20th. Following Love Song, Black Acre Theatre will present “Local
Playwright Night” and the “B.A.T. Film Festival”, both of which will
showcase the works and talent of Katy-area artists. As for now, our first
season is swiftly approaching, and production for Love Song has begun!
For more information, visit www.blackacretheatre.org.

CHEACT SCHEACT SCHEACT SCHEACT SCHEACT SUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMERUMMER C C C C CONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCEONFERENCE

CHEACT will host its annual summer conference on June 26-27, 2009 at
the Palmer Events Center in Austin.  Speakers will include Jessica &
Wade Hulcy with Konos and David Quine with Cornerstone Curriculum.
Save the date in your calendar now and watch their website for updates.
www.cheact.org

SSSSSCHLITTERBCHLITTERBCHLITTERBCHLITTERBCHLITTERBAHNAHNAHNAHNAHN H H H H HOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOLOMESCHOOL F F F F FAMILAMILAMILAMILAMILYYYYY D D D D DAAAAAYYYYYSSSSS

Schlitterbahn in New Braunfels is hosting its annual Homeschool Family
Days from May 30 - June 7, August 29 - 30, and September 12 -13,
2009.  Please note: this event applies only to the New Braunfels location.
Orders must be prepaid 10 days prior to your visit.  http://
www.schlitterbahn.com/nb/groups/.  Contact Group sales at (830) 608-
8532 for ticket prices and order forms.

CCCCCOOLOOLOOLOOLOOL W W W W WEBSITEEBSITEEBSITEEBSITEEBSITE

Looking for something of academic value to do with your kids in the
summer?   I know silly question, you are still trying to make up for the
time IKE took!  Anyway, check out this website www.currclick.com.  We
have downloaded Flip Flop Spanish for pre-school /early elementary age
children.  They love it!  If you are interested in it, they have it; Texas
history, a live 3-session class on Shakespeare.  You could spend hours
looking through this website. Sign up for their free newsletter! Every-
thing is reasonably priced.  Some of the authors are home schooling
moms, some are curriculum publishers.

HHHHHERITERITERITERITERITAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE M M M M MUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUM     INININININ C C C C CONRONRONRONRONROEOEOEOEOE

Each year in July the Heritage Museum of Montgomery County hosts
“Pioneer Days,” a summer program for 9-12 year olds. Cost is only $35
and space fills up quickly. The museum is located next to Candy Cane
Park in Conroe. http://www.heritagemuseum.us/pioneerdays.shtml.


