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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

The SETHSA Spelling Bee will be here before you know it.  Last year’s Bee was a 
great success and we are expecting this year to “bee” even better, but we need your 
help!!  Adult volunteers are needed to cover various jobs.  To volunteer, or for more 
information, contact us at staff@sethsa.org.  Come partner with us and help make this 
the best event ever! 
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THSC NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, January 13, 2010 
Who Owns the Children?  
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CURRICULUM  REVIEW  

��������		��
��
������
�������
WriteShop is featured in Cathy Duffy’s newest book, 100 Top Picks for Homeschool Curriculum, published by Broadman and  Holman. 
 
WriteShop: An Incremental Writing Program 
by Kim Kautzer and Debra Oldar 
Product Review by Cathy Duffy 
Author of Christian Home Educator’s Curriculum Manual 

 
Parents who lack confidence in their own ability to teach their students to write have finally got a resource that takes the guess work 
out of the process. WriteShop  provides detailed daily lesson plans and instructions for teachers plus student workbooks with work-
sheets and forms that walk you all the way through activities, evaluation and grading. Examples, check lists for both students and 
teachers, and evaluation forms show students the objectives and teachers what to look for in completed work.  

Not only do these features make the program easy to use, but the authors have structured lessons to build from the ground up, cover-
ing sentence and paragraph structure and style before tackling lengthier assignments. The subtitle, "An Incremental Writing Program," 
refers to the way the program incorporates and builds upon skills taught in previous lessons. Because of this, you should not skip les-
sons or change the order. 

WriteShop I targets students in grades 7 through 10, though it might actually be used with students as young as fifth grade. WriteShop 
II is written for students in grades 8-12. The program works well for parents working with one or more of their own children, but it will 
also work in a group class situation. Co-op teachers will find the Handbook for Teaching in a Group Setting a helpful supplement to 
the Teacher's Manual. 

WriteShop does need to be taught. It is not designed for independent study even though students do much writing on their own. Write-
Shop is a great starting place for those who have done minimal writing instruction with their children. Lessons—each of which might 
take about two weeks to complete—include “skill builder” exercises that focus on a particular skill, usually related to grammar or vo-
cabulary. The “skill builder” activity feeds directly into the primary lesson. For example, the second lesson is “Describing a Pet.” The 
“skill builder” teaches students to use a thesaurus to come up with more interesting words to replace overused adjectives and weak 
verbs. This skill is then incorporated into the pet description. Many of the grammar-oriented skill builders help students finally see the 
use of some of their grammar lessons. 

Two weeks per lesson sounds like a lot, but the authors have incorporated more than the "skill builder" focus into each lesson. For 
example, the pet description also works with mind maps, topic sentences, metaphors and similes, and concluding sentences. In addi-
tion, students are working through the editing and rewriting process on the original assignment. They also should be completing copy-
ing and dictation assignments that build skills of observation and attention while working on various sentence constructions and 
broader vocabulary. I think the authors have actually resolved a critical problem with copying/dictation by requiring copying first, fol-
lowed by dictation of the same piece. This way, students have already encountered unusual punctuation or sentence breaks that oth-
erwise might be unpredictable when encountered only through dictation. 

The program is presented in a single teacher's volume and two student volumes, I and II. The teacher's manual offers more than les-
son plans. It also has instructions on how to edit, how to make comments, descriptions of typical student errors and probable solu-
tions. Student sample writings are accompanied by sample edited versions and check off lists with teacher comments so you can get 
a feel for how you might write your own responses. Other helps in the manual are answer keys; reproducible check off lists, reference 
sheets, and forms; supplemental activity ideas; story starters; essay topics; and suggestions for writing across the curriculum. 

The first student volume focuses primarily on description and narration, although it includes lessons on writing short reports, concise 
(5 sentence) biographies, and news articles. Skills covered are typical of those covered up through junior high. The second volume 
gets into high school level with advanced narrative and descriptive writing plus heavy emphasis on essay writing. The level of difficulty 
straddles junior high and high school; none of the writing assignments are very lengthy. High schoolers will still need to practice writ-
ing lengthier papers and research reports than required by WriteShop. (Keep in mind, that the program is not intended to cover all 
types of writing assignments. For example, there are no lessons on poetry or writing business letters.) If you start the program with 
younger students, move through it more slowly, taking at least three years rather than two. Older students might be able to complete 
both volumes in a single year if they are very diligent and have already developed basic writing skills. 

The program is written by Christians; you will find occasional biblical references, primarily in the teacher's manual. However, it also 
appears indirectly in lessons such as writing a description of a person where the authors caution the student to remember to be gra-
cious and focus on a person's positive features. 

Overall, this is one of the best resources I've seen for parents who need lots of help to teach writing as well as a great tool for group 
classes. 

From 100 Top Picks for Homeschool Curriculum, © 2005 Cathy Duffy.  
Reprinted by permission. 
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"A quick, no-fuss version of chicken tortilla soup! All you do is put everything into the slow cooker, and turn it on. Then garnish with baked corn 
tortilla strips!" 
 
INGREDIENTS:  

 
 

DIRECTIONS:  
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Slow-Cooker Chicken Tortilla Soup 
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Your help is greatly needed.  Your giving is tax deductible!  TRSF is a recognized non-profit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion.  What a great way to minister to students and reap a benefit for your business or yourself!!  Here are just some of 
the ways your contribution is used: 
1. Maintain low entry fees and provide meaningful awards, certificates, ribbons, refreshments, and more for the exhibi-
tors. 
2. Award savings bonds to the top 2 students in our five grade divisions as we have done through sponsorship since 
2002.    
3. Your help provides a program for the participating families and the general public who come to view the exhibits, as 
well as for materials needed by our judges. 
4. Sponsorship also helps cover the overhead costs of hosting this science fair, such as registration, resource informa-
tion, confirmation packets, forms, signs, check-in material, & building related costs. 
As you can see, your assistance will go a long way! 
There are 4 levels of Sponsorship: 

Platinum Sponsors - Donation of $200 or more  Gold Sponsors - Donation of $100 - $199 
Silver Sponsors - Donation of $50 - $99   Special Donors - Donation of $20 - $49 

Methods of Recognition for Sponsors:  
Event Program - Platinum, Gold, and Silver Sponsors are recognized by their color logo displayed on the back of our 
program by level of sponsorship and amount donated.  We use appropriate artwork to accompany individual donations 
that fall into this category. Listed first with larger logos are Platinum Sponsors followed by Gold, then Silver.  Special Do-
nors are listed inside our program in our Appreciation Corner. 
Web Site - Our Sponsors are also featured on our web site, www.texasregionalsciencefair.com!   
For more information please contact Karen Garza at texasregionalsciencefair@yahoo.com or leave a message at  
281-370-6222. Thank you for your consideration!! 
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Greetings:  my name is Katie Moore and I am a longtime 
homeschooler in Houston TX.  Last fall I contacted THSC and 
volunteered to make a Texas/Texas homeschooling T-shirt 
quilt out of the THSC T-Shirts and any others I could acquire 
from homeschoolers and homeschooling groups around the 
state.  I would like to have as many groups represented as 
possible, even if it is just a logo that I can print onto material .   
Responses from homeschoolers and homeschooling groups 
that you belong to would be very much appreciated.  Please 
feel free to forward this around as soon as possible.   
Questions and suggestions: 832-545-6505 or  
at lightson.nobodyhome@gmail.com.   
I prefer .jpg format, but .gif or others are probably workable, 
as well. If someone has a cool homeschooling T-shirt they 
would like to donate they can send it to me at 15418 Jersey 
Drive, Houston, TX, 77040.  
 
Thanks so much. 
Katie Moore 
lightson.nobodyhome@gmail.com 
832-545-6505 cell 
 
 

HOMESCHOOL  OPPORTUNITIES  
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The Center for the American Idea will introduce a new program beginning April 2010. This exciting profes-
sional development day will begin with two traditional Socratic Seminars. In the afternoon, peer led roundtable 
discussions provide the forum for the development of ideas on how the readings and topic can be introduced 
into your classroom curriculum. 
  
Our first Socratic Roundtable program, Classical Ideals of Friendship:  Readings and Class room Tech-
niques for Discussion,  will be held Friday, April 16, 2010 from 8:30am-3:00pm.  Selected readings will be 
from Aristotle, Cicero, Augustine and Aquinas and will be posted on our website.  Leading you through the 
morning readings are Dr. Tom Behr and Mr. John Rocha.   
Lunch will be on your own.  You may bring a sack lunch or go to one of the many nearby restaurants.  The 
afternoon roundtable discussion will focus on how to use primary sources such as the readings for this semi-
nar, or other literary sources, to teach the topic of virtuous friendship. 
  
We are located along the I-10 frontage road near Memorial City Mall.    The address is 

American Idea Classroom 
9525 Katy Freeway, Ste 303 
Houston, TX 77024 

Directions will be sent with your registration confirmation or you may visit www.mapquest.com to personalize 
your route. 
 
To register, email the information requested below to programs@americanidea.org or you may fax the 
form to 713.984.0409. You may also register by phon e at 713.984.1343 x 104.  
 

____Yes, please register me for the 8:30am-3:00pm Friday, April 16, 2010 Seminar and Roundtable discus-
sion  on  
Classical Ideals of Friendship . 
 Name_____________________________________________ 
 Address_______________________ City, State Zip________ 
 Home or Cell Phone_________________________________ 
 School Name_______________________________________ 
 Homeschool Association or ISD if applicable _____________ 
 Grades and Subjects Taught___________________________ 
 School Phone_______________School  Fax_______________ 
 Email address_______________________________________ 
 Attended a Previous Program? YES____   NO____ 
  Can you recommend another educator that might enjoy our programs? 
 Name_______________________Email ___________________ 
 School______________________Phone __________________ 
Call or email to register or if you have any questions. Hope to see you at the discussion! 
  
Sincerely,  
  

Janice D'Agostino 
Center for the American Idea 
programs@americanidea.org 
713.984.1343 x 104 

 HOMESCHOOL  OPPORTUNITIES  
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 PRESIDENTIALLY  SPEAKING  

Ronald Reagan 
by Ginger Weldon 

 
 Ronald Reagan was born on February 6, 1911 in Tampico, Illinois, to Jack and Nelle Reagan. He had 
one older brother, Neil Reagan. His father, Jack, was an alcoholic with ‘street smarts’ but no formal education. 
He looked at Ronald and said, “He looks like a fat little Dutchman, but who knows? He might be president 
someday.” 
 Reagan’s first job was as a lifeguard at Rock River, where he saved 77 lives before he turned 22. He 
was also an actor, radio sports announcer for the WHO and the WOC, a union officer and a public official be-
fore becoming the 40th president in 1980. 
 Six weeks after his 1980 election, he was walking from his limousine to a hotel. He and a Secret Ser-
vice agent were then shot by John Hinckley, Jr. While in the hospital, Reagan developed a serious staph infec-
tion. He recovered, and a few weeks later returned to office. 
  He was well known for a challenge he put before Mr. Gorbachev, in front of the Brandenburg gate, on 
June 12, 1987, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” This, of course, refers to the Berlin wall. Mikhail Gor-
bachev did tear down the Berlin wall, in 1988. Reagan was also well known for “Reaganomics,” improve-
ments on the nation’s economy. 
 Soon after the close of his second term, he was informed that he had Alzheimer’s disease, and on June 
5, 2004, he died. 

February 2010 
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HEP Bookstore  
is proud to announce the 

opening of its new 
 

DRIVER ED IN A BOX Retail Store 
 

 
11665 Fuqua, STE 301 
Houston, TX  77034 

281-484-7755 
 

Opening February 1, 2010 
 

We are the “official” Driver Ed in a Box Retail Store for Texas! 
   

Visit our booth at the summer conference! 
The Katy Mills store has closed!   

See HEP Bookstore for Driver Ed in a Box! 
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Southeast Texas Home School Association (SETHSA) is a volunteer, non-profit 501(c)3 organization committed to ministering to 
home schoolers in the southeast area of Texas. We receive over 4000 phone calls per year in which we inform and encourage new 
and veteran home educators.   SETHSA provides central communication through our monthly newsletter The Teaching Pioneer as 
well as on the web, which contains information on legal updates, local news and activities.  SETHSA hosts an annual conference 
each year with more than 50 workshops and over 100 vendors, as well as sponsoring Bees, reading incentive programs, homeschool 
days, and much more. 
 
Individual subscriptions to The Teaching Pioneer are available.  Contact SETHSA via e-mail or phone to find out more information. 
 
Your financial contributions help SETHSA better minister to the homeschool community and are tax deductible.  
For more information or suggestions, e-mail, call, or write to: 
 

SETHSA 
      10592 - A Fuqua #503                                    Houston, Texas 77089 

   Service 281-756-9792                                        Fax 281-756-8199 
 web page: http://www.sethsa.org                         e-mail: staff@sethsa.org 

 
Submissions to The Teaching Pioneer are accepted and must be received electronically or in writing by the 15th of the preceding 
month. The newsletter is sent electronically on or before the 30th of each month. SETHSA reserves the right to edit articles for 
content and length. Articles and reviews do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the SETHSA board or it’s members. E-mail all 
articles to publisher@sethsa.org. 
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To turn calendar click “View” on your toolbar, then “Rotate View” and “Counterclockwise”. 


