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THE TEACHING PIONEER
Southeast Texas Home School Association
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Summer Conference Moving to HBU Campus
 
The SETSHA board is excited to announce that the 24th annual Gulf Coast Home Education Conference will be
held on the Houston Baptist University campus. After a long relationship with Reliant Center, it became appar-
ent that rising costs and other limitations would hinder our ability to serve the homeschool community in our
state and beyond.

Relocating our conference will allow us to improve and expand our ministry.  The HBU campus is a beautiful,
shady, family friendly facility with on site lodging at an extremely reasonable rate and free parking.  By holding
our conference there, we will also have more eating options including an all you can eat buffet, boxed lunches,
and the opportunity to picnic under beautiful shade trees.  The facility also allows us to offer a Friday evening
Family Night Program featuring Jim Weiss, well-known storyteller, Todd Wilson with Familyman Ministries, and
the All-Star Youth Banjo Band.  The campus, located in Southwest Houston, is also easily accessible from US
Hwy 59.  This move also allows us to bring back our used book sale. All-in-all, HBU’s gracious host staff,
pleasant campus atmosphere, and family friendly facilities make this move a perfect opportunity for SETHSA
and the homeschool community.

I applaud the SETSHA board for making this bold move to better serve our families. We are always looking
for ways to economize and yet keep our service at the high level that we have all come to expect over the
last 23 years. We pray that future summer conferences not only provide all the services you need, but will
also serve as a ”homeschooling homecoming” where you will meet family and friends each summer for a
wonderful weekend of training, encouragement and enjoyment. Mark your calendars now to join us on June
4-5 as we kick off a new era of conference ministry. Keep in touch with us through upcoming newsletters
and via our website, www.sethsa.org , for updates and information.
 
Dr. Ted Seago
SETHSA Board Member
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DON’T FORGET THESE IMPORTANT DATES

January 16   AREA HOMESCHOOL WORKSHOPS
  Information on page 3.

Through February 17   READ TO SUCCEED

February 20   SETHSA SPELLING BEE
  LOCATION:     Lindale Assembly of God Church
  GUIDELINES:     Grades K – 8
  DEADLINE:     Register with SETHSA by January 27
  FEES:     Free for SETHSA subscribers

    $20 for all other participants
  REGISTRATION:

JUST FOR FUN BEE:  Check-in at 8:30; Competition at 9:00
SETHSA BEE:  Check-in at 9:30;  Competition at 10:15

 EMAIL:      staff@sethsa.org

HomescHomescHomescHomescHomesc hool Chrhool Chrhool Chrhool Chrhool Chr isisisisis tian Ytian Ytian Ytian Ytian Y outoutoutoutout h Association (HCYh Association (HCYh Association (HCYh Association (HCYh Association (HCY A) GrA) GrA) GrA) GrA) Gr aduationaduationaduationaduationaduation

Information is now available online for the HCYA Graduation being held on
May 8, 2010. Application information may be found at www.hcya.org. Do not
delay in reading or filing. There is an application deadline in January.

Jeannie Tate
12954 Westleigh
Houston, TX  77077
281-870-9194
713-397-0834 cell

WHAT’S ON THE HORIZON
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HOMESCHOMESCHOMESCHOMESCHOMESC HOOL WHOOL WHOOL WHOOL WHOOL W ORKORKORKORKORK SHOPSSHOPSSHOPSSHOPSSHOPS
For information regarding the January workshops and other questions, please contact the various local
bookstores at the following numbers:

HEP Bookstore     Ladybug Childr ens Books and Homeschool Supply
11665 Fuqua, Ste A -100    23854 High way 59 North
Houston, TX 77034    Kingwood, T exas 77339
281-922-0472    281-358-0286
www.hepbookstore.com                                      www.ladybugchildrensbooks.com

The Curious Mind      The Home School Store
23854 High way 59 North    1355 Judiw ay
Kingwood, T exas 77339    Houston, TX 77018
281-392-4477    713-683-8894
www.thecuriousmindstore.com    www.thehomeschoolstore.com

The Homeschool Store  will ha ve workshops for new homeschoolers at 10am & 2pm and individual
consultations during the da y.
  - Free Shipleys Donuts in the morning from the best and one of the oldest shops in Houston
  - All new Alpha Omega Bo x sets(Lifepac, Horiz ons, & SOS) 20% off (our normal discount is 12%)
  - Other surprise specials

SETHSA NEWS

January 16, 2010 - Homeschool W orkshop Da y at Bookstores
Free Seminars offered by Joanne Juren
  9 -10 am - Getting Started and Organiz ed
10 -11 am - Choosing Curriculum
11- 12 pm  - The F our Y ear Plan for High School
  1:30-2:30pm - How to Study Smarter , Not Harder! for P arents*
*This is a v ery short 45 minute v ersion of the longer seminar offered b y HEP Bookstore.
Joanne Juren’ s book will be a vailable for purchase.
www .hepbookstore.com

THE HEP B OOKSTORE

 

����������	
� �
����
����  

��

��	�������
�	���������	
������		��� �

��
���������������������
�������	��� ��

!�������
�	�����	
���	��������	���������
��

"����!�����������
���	�������
#	!���
������!���
���

!��������
���
�	�����	
���  
  



January 2010 Page 4

SETHSA NEWS

SupporSupporSupporSupporSuppor t Grt Grt Grt Grt Gr oup Leaderoup Leaderoup Leaderoup Leaderoup Leader ship Seminarship Seminarship Seminarship Seminarship Seminar
January 23rd, 2010

SETHSA will be sponsoring a leadership training workshop for all Support Group Leaders on Saturday,
January 23rd, 2010, at Parkway Fellowship which is located at 13414 Briar Forest Dr, Houston.

Hank Tate has been very active in the homeschool community since the founding of SETHSA in the mid-80s,
has developed a seminar that specifically targets the various areas in which leaders are confronted.  Hank
will encourage each participant regarding ways to meet the needs of the families that comprise your group.
He will help you learn the skills needed to become a better leader.

Please RSVP to staff@sethsa.org  with a list of those leaders who plan to attend by January 19th.

Note: Lunch will be provided for those leaders who have been enrolled. There is no child care available.  If
you need to bring your children please provide quiet activities for them and a lunch.

This seminar will be a great opportunity for renewal for every support group leader.

The seminar schedule is:

    9:30         Burnout in Leadership
          An encouraging review of the realities of leadership – challenges, frustrations, heartaches,

and over work. This session will lift your heart and remind you of the foundational reasons
that you are investing yourself in helping families start and succeed in homeschooling. You
will come out refreshed and renewed.

   10:30         Break
   10:45        Foundations of Leadership

Surrounding yourself with helpers and future leaders is critical to long-term success for any
organization. We will discover together, and discuss as a group, a variety of ways to identify
and train future leaders within your group.

  12:00         Lunch
    1:00         Dealing with Conflict

Conflict is inevitable for anyone in leadership. It is impossible to make everyone happy, but
for those who care it is often painful to deal with conflict effectively. We will discuss the
realities of conflict, types of conflict, and real-life experiences that demonstrate key
principles for dealing with conflict. This workshop will build your confidence to face conflict
wisely and will encourage you with insights on how to address the emotions that arise
through conflict.

    2:15         Break
    2:30         Q&A

We will have an open Question & Answer session to address the issues and challenges on
your heart. Hank & Jeannie Tate will share experiences from their 25 years of service to
homeschoolers and everyone will be encouraged to share discoveries on how to handle
issues successfully. Come prepared to share where you are struggling and need help.

    3:30         Closing
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HOMESCHOOL  OPPORTUNITY
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WHAT
Boot Camp is an incredible opportunit y for T eens from around the country to join together and dig into
God’s Word through the Inductiv e Study Method.

What will students walk away with after attending a Boot Camp?
· An understanding of how to study the Bible for themselv es, using the book of II Timoth y as a

guide.
· Intense worship and challenging messages con veying the power of the gospel to this gener ation

and God’ s call on their liv es.
· Opportunities for those interested to learn to lead inductiv e Bible studies.
· And fellowship enhanced by a large staff with a heart for students, a peer group with a similar

passion for God, and an en vironment that encour ages relationship .

WHERE
Precept Ministries International | Chattanooga, TN

HOW
Register b y filling out the camper application form . You’ll need to answer a few questions and pro vide a
Letter of R ecommendation .

Application Deadline: W ednesda y, March 24, 2010
WHO
Open to 14-18 y ear old students who are dev oted to
God’s Word

WHEN
Camp 1: June 15-22, 2010
Camp 2: June 26- July 3, 2010

CONTACT
Nicole Baugh 888.678.5660 to register , or email
studentev ents@precept.org .TRANSFORM

c/o Precept Ministries International
P.O. Box 182218, Chattanooga, TN 37422

(800)763-8280
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Miss the Webinar?
Don’t Despair!

THSC’s first webinar , Seven Qualities of a Leader with Norm Wakefield, was a
great success, and we hope those who joined us were blessed.

This lesson from Second Corinthians and the life of the Apostle P aul w as both educa-
tional and encour aging.  W e were blessed to learn from P aul’ s example as he faced his
own weaknesses and opponents to his leadership and learn how we can apply the
same principals to our own leadership challenges.

Because it is our desire here at THSC to bless and encour age those in leadership , we plan to ha ve this
audio file and Norm’ s PowerP oint presentation a vailable soon b y email for those who request it.

If y ou missed the webinar and would lik e be inspired and challenged as a leader , send us an email to
request y our cop y toda y!

NEW!!  2009 THSC LEADER’S RESOURCE PACKET Available NOW!!

After y ears of working with support groups and home school organizations, THSC has completed the
2009 Leaders Guide . This v aluable resource contains sev ent y-two documents specifically for those in
support group leadership . Included are Carol T opp’ s “Money Management for Support Groups”; articles
on dealing with conflict, passing on the vision, and planning group ev ents; and sample copies of go v-
erning documents, co-op contr acts, medical release forms, and field trip forms, just to name a few .

Also part of the Leader’s Resource Packet  are the 2008 Leadership T raining Con-
ference audios, which includes fiv e gener al sessions b y Norm W akefield and four
workshop sessions, including panel discussions on Building a Strong Board, Co-
ops, Picking the Right Tools, and  Designed to Sell.

And that ’s not all! T o top off the best resource a vailable to leaders, we will also
include L yndsa y Lambert ’s “How to Lead and Not Bleed” audio CD .

Equip y our leadership team toda y!

To order simply print the Resource Order F orm  at  www .thsc.org and either mail or fax it to our office or
call (806) 744-4441, and our friendly staff will be happ y to tak e y our order .
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HSLDA NEWS

S.J. Res. 16—”Parental Rights Amendment”
Action Requested:
HSLDA urges you to call or write your U.S. senators and urge them to support the Parental Rights Amend-
ment. For more information on how you can get involved, please visit ParentalRights.org .

Summary:
This amendment is designed to protect the rights of parents to direct the education and upbringing of their
children by amending the Constitution of the United States.

Introduced:  5/14/2009: Introduced and referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary.

Sponsor:  Senator Jim DeMint (SC)

Bill Summary and Status S.J. Res. 16

HSLDA’s Position:
Support.

Background:
Parental rights have traditionally been upheld in American history, but never explicitly stated in federal law.
Until recent years these rights have been assumed, but the government has begun taking advantage of these
rights. The Supreme Court case of Troxel v. Granville  (2000) resulted in a splintered six-way decision that
has left ambiguity at the state and federal levels. Since its publication, Troxel  has been cited in support of
parental rights in California ( In Re: Rachel L , 2008) and Nebraska ( Farnsworth v. Farnsworth , 2008), but set
aside by courts in Massachusetts ( Parker v. Hurley , 2007) and elsewhere. Thus, parental rights issues are
decided on a state-by-state basis until another case reaches the Supreme Court, now made up of judicial
activists and strict constructionists who are more likely to overturn than to uphold unenumerated parental
rights.

Why an amendment:
This amendment, if ratified by the States, would explicitly state in the U.S. Constitution that parents have a
fundamental right to raise and educate their children, and that this right is not to be denied to parents
without the highest order of government interest. The amendment would also prevent treaties from overrul-
ing U.S. law regarding parents and children, such as the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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The first good piece of advice, when looking at a master work of art, is to remember that children do have a
short attention span. You don’t want to bore them In looking at a master work of art with a student, here are
some questions that you can use to enhance the experience. Let’s look at “Portrait of the Artist’s Mother,” by
Whistler. You can begin by asking what she was like, just by looking at the picture? Do you think she was
full of fun and laughter? Do you think she was sad? What colors do you see?
A vertical  line stands straight and tall. Do you see any vertical lines in this picture? If you did a picture of
your mother, what colors would you use? What objects would you put in the picture that reminds you of
your mother?
This is a portrait of Whistler’s mother done long ago. How do you know that? Do a portrait of your mother. A
portrait  is a realistic picture of a person. Older children can have a formal lesson on face proportions.
Always allow children to do a project related to the work of art that develops fine motor skills and encour-
ages creativity.
There is a group of words called the vocabulary of the arts. Using a few of these words in every lesson is
important. Go to this website for a list of them: http://tiny.cc/an6XG
Another good piece of advice is to remember to preview the museum or art show before you expose your
child to the images. Children use their minds like cameras, and each image they see is stored away. You
must be sure and make each image something you would want them to remember or something that would
have a positive influence.
Another important aspect is looking at a painting (or any object) from different perspectives. You can look at
a bridge aesthetically, appreciating its beauty. You can look at a bridge from an animal habitat (scientific)
perspective. You can look at it from a mathmatical and engineering perspective. You can research the history
of the bridge. In the picture “The Rocky Mountains” (http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/be/
Bierstadt_LandersPeak_1863.jpg  ) by Albert Bierdstadt, you can see the mountains in the background of the
picture. Things in the foreground  are larger and things in the background  are smaller. You can talk about
animals that might live in that habitat. You can talk about the Indian tribes that lived in the Rocky Moun-
tains. You can talk about the horizon line; the place where the sky and land meet. Have them notice that the
sky is darker at the top and lighter as it goes to the horizon line. The mountains get lighter in the distance.
This is atmospheric perspective . You can then draw a landscape using basic shapes with the children. You
can show them how to make triangle tepees and “Y” trees. Each picture and lesson should fill you and your
child with joy. Art is the subject that it doesn’t have to be just so  to be right. You could put ten master art
works of flowers in front of you. Each picture is beautifully different. Van Gogh’s sunflowers look very
different from Monet’s. There is not one right way to do it. You can be creative and come up with your own
design. Art encourages children to think for themselves.
“Science will…produce the data…, but never the full meaning. For
perceiving real signifigance, we shall need….most of all the brains of
poets, also those of artists, musicians, philosophers, historians, writers
in general.” Lewis Thomas, Scientist
These are just a few of the excellent websites available to learn how to
appreciate art:
http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/Learn_About_Color/wheel.html
http://www.eduweb.com/pintura/index.html
http://www.eduweb.com/insideart/
http://www.alifetimeofcolor.com/main.taf?p=1
http://www.chunkymonkey.com/murals/murallessons.htm
http://sci-toys.com/scitoys/scitoys/mathematics/paper_ring.html

Visual Manna is now offering live internet classes. Go to our website at
visualmanna.com .

TEACHING  TIPS

AAAAARRRRRTTTTT A A A A APPRECIAPPRECIAPPRECIAPPRECIAPPRECIA TIONTIONTIONTIONTION  F F F F FOROROROROR  P P P P PRESCRESCRESCRESCRESC HOOLHOOLHOOLHOOLHOOL      ANDANDANDANDAND  E E E E ELEMENTLEMENTLEMENTLEMENTLEMENT ARARARARARYYYYY C C C C CHILDRENHILDRENHILDRENHILDRENHILDREN
by Sharon Jeffus
Copyright 2009
continued from December, 2009



January 2010 Page 9

MatMatMatMatMat h on th on th on th on th on t he Lehe Lehe Lehe Lehe Le vvvvvelelelelel
By John and Carlita Boyles
Family Lifestyle Learning
www.mathonthelevel.com
9461 Vinecrest Road
Windsor, California 95492

We have a new favorite math curriculum! Math on the Level  is a K-8 (pre-algebra) curriculum that starts with an
important foundation to teach kids math. Most math curriculums teaches concepts in a carefully delineated
progression based on the child’s grade level, with carefully scripted lessons and relatively little repetition or
review. Math on the Level , on the other hand, teaches parents how to teach their children math using the world
as their textbook, and gives the parents control over how and when each topic is taught and how much and how
frequently review is needed. This curriculum looks at a child’s level of mastery and maturation, not just their
grade level! A maturational approach starts with what the child is ready to learn and at what pace and in what
style. Children may to move very quickly through some math topics but struggle with others. Children who are
gifted or who have developmental disabilities or learning disabilities may need to go at a very different pace
from other kids their age.
For example, my oldest son who is gifted hated math for the first few years because it was mostly just memo-
rizing the math facts! We needed more creative ideas at the time for helping him learn the early math basics in
a way that was more interesting than just page after page of practice problems. Once we got to the “good stuff”
where he could use critical thinking skills more than just rote memory, he finally started to enjoy math. My
children with Down syndrome learn much more slowly and require much more repetition than other typically
developing children, and need the problems to apply to the real world in order to understand them. Math on the
Level provides just what we need to tailor the program to each child’s particular, and changing, needs. We can
focus on what they are ready to learn, instead of trying to force them to learn something they are not ready for
just because it is “time” according to the curriculum author.
The complete curriculum sells for $370, or books can be purchased individually. The seven books in the set
cover every math topic your children will need from kindergarten to 8th grade (pre-algebra). There are no
consumables, and you can make as many copies of the various charts and worksheets as needed. There are also
two volumes available for reviewing addition/subtraction and multiplication/division called 9’s Down Math
Facts ($80 for the set). Each of the four teaching guides (Operations, Money and Decimals, Geometry and
Measurements, and Fractions) includes a Concept Chart and a Review Chart so you can ensure that you are
teaching each topic your child will need before advancing to algebra. The daily math lesson starts with a review
of five problems that you choose based on the Review Chart, focusing on areas that need a little more work and
decreasing repetition of items that are mastered until they are finally dropped from review. The books contain
ample information to easily create the five problems for that day and to maintain records of what your child is
learning. After the child completes the review, you have a short teaching session in which you teach new
concepts or reinforce and expand on topics previously learned. For example, if he is learning multiplication of
fractions, the teaching time might involve doubling a recipe together or slicing a pizza to demonstrate parts of
a whole. The problems cover a broad range of topics and emphasize learning in the real world rather than just
completing problems in a workbook. The variety of exercises allows parents to tailor learning for their child,
rather than force them into a cookie-cutter model.
Let me describe a typical day using Math on the Level . For my 8-year-old son with Down syndrome and my
almost 3-year-old typically developing son, we are working on counting, recognizing a one-to-one correspon-
dence with items, recognizing money, recognizing numbers and sorting. So for our math time we took advan-
tage of a living room strewn with toys from the day’s play, and we played store. For every toy they put in the toy
box, the boys could earn one penny; and for every 10 pennies, they could earn a small piece of candy (could be
any privilege or incentive). As they cleaned up, they each accumulated their pennies in a little pile. When they
were done, they had to count out their pennies into my hand to buy a piece of candy. With one simple and really
fun game, they both had some real-world experience with all of the skills we were learning. The game is
adaptable for different skill levels. An older child could put two toys away for each penny (which adds a bit of
skip counting). For our oldest son, we could have him calculate sale prices or taxes or have him work on
percents and fractions, mental math, or estimation.

  CURRICULUM  REVIEW

CONTINUED  ON PAGE 10
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  CURRICULUM  REVIEW  CONT.

Math on the Level  (cont.)

This is just one example out of hundreds of ideas in the curriculum. For younger children, most of the work will
be experiential, but as they are ready for more formal math work, we will begin to use the five-a-day review. The
concept charts make it easy to determine which skills need to be reviewed and how often, and there are plenty
of samples and ideas for problems throughout the curriculum. You might choose two problems that review
addition with two-digits, one fraction problem, one estimation, and one simple geometry skill. Because all of
these skills have been practiced during your teaching time and are being frequently reviewed, only a few prob-
lems are needed to keep the concepts fresh in your child’s mind. Any items the child has a hard time with could
be further reviewed during teaching time. Again, this is more time-intensive than just assigning a worksheet and
grading it. However, because of the one-on-one nature and the ability to teach several children the same skill at
different levels, I do not think the overall time commitment is any greater. Because you are able to easily keep
detailed records of which skills have been learned and which still need to be reviewed, you do not have to go in
any particular order for most skills (although certainly some will build on and eventually replace other skills). So
you can take advantage of those wonderful spontaneous learning opportunities for math skills, even if the skills
are out of order. You can also address the child’s maturational readiness for each skill, rather than try to force
the skill before he or she is ready.
 We loved the simple, comprehensive, interactive, fun activities in this curriculum! Math is all around us and
should be taught as we go to the grocery store, or bake a cake, or build a tree house. You could easily incorpo-
rate Math on the Level into unit studies by designing assignments around the main topic. For example, a study
on weather could involve measurements or charts of weather. Everything is presented in a clear, concise, easy-
to-understand manner that will have you feeling confident about your math instruction in no time. But as much
as my family loved this curriculum, it would not be appropriate for everyone, such as those who prefer every-
thing prepared for them or who like the structure of
having someone else decide scope and sequence. I think
any extra prep time is well worth it, especially in light
of the ability to tailor the learning so specifically.
One thing I would change in Math on the Level  is to
teach the math facts through 12 instead of 9, which I
think is very helpful as kids begin more advanced math,
although parents can easily do this on their own if they
choose. The 9’s Down Math Facts starts with the harder
computations, such as 9x9, and moves down to the
easier facts so that children have more opportunities
to practice the harder facts. I would love to see the
program at least partly computerized in the future,
which could allow for easy record keeping and genera-
tion of the review sheets every day, although these
tasks are really not that difficult or time consuming. It
would also be great to have all of the charts and
worksheets on a disk to print if you do not own a copier.
This program would be wonderful for just about any
student, as the learning can be adjusted from very ba-
sic all the way to very advanced. You can tell that it
was written by fellow homeschoolers who understand
the joys and concerns of teaching at home. The pro-
gram is very upbeat, encouraging, creative, and com-
prehensive. Math on the Level  makes it easy to create
a unique math program that changes with your chil-
dren and gives them a love of learning!

�
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SEASONAL SUGGESTIONS
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Is your attic or basement cluttered with items that you don’t use, but just can’t quite part with? How about your
garage, closets or kitchen cupboards? Maybe you spent a lot of money on something and think you must find a
way to use it sometime. Or maybe it came from dear Aunt Mary and you just can’t toss or donate it with a good
conscience. We all have them – the dopey looking lamps, random serving bowls, no-longer-theright-color cur-
tains. . . there’s no end to the variety of “stuff” we hang on to for a rainy day.

Well, take heart and get your umbrella out – that rainy day is here. We’re going to take on those oddball objects
and see what we can do with them. As the saying goes, “Everything old is new again” and that includes the “make
do” mentality of our grandparents. We call it something different now. The buzzwords of this generation are
“repurposing” and “up cycling.”  Repurposing means to use an item in a new and different way, maybe changing
or adapting it to better suit your purposes.  Up cycling refers to using an item that would have been destined for
the trash, or maybe was already there, to make a new object that can be used and appreciated. This exciting
trend is taking our culture by storm, and I think it’s fantastic! Once you get used to this kind of thinking you’ll
see potential in just about everything. But don’t say we didn’t warn you – it can be addicting!

So, how about some inspiration? You may be familiar with www.Etsy.com, the giant online store for handmade
items. Try typing “repurposed” or “up cycled” as a search criteria here. You’ll be amazed by the gorgeous variety
of results. From vintage spoons to Scrabble tiles, old bedspreads to broken bottles, creative
minds and hands are producing treasures!

My husband has a thing for bits of leftover wood. Our garage looks like a lumber yard. He
made a chair a few years ago with a downed birch tree and scraps of wood for the seat.

A few weeks ago I decided to make an organizer to stash bills on my desk, where they
wouldn’t get lost in the shuffle. Voila! All it took was some neglected scrapbooking supplies,
a couple of boxes, some tape and fifteen minutes.

And here’s one more. A tabletop towel stand was beautiful,
but not practical or sturdy.  Drying your hands meant re-
moving the towel from the stand, and then carefully hang-
ing it back up when finished. Now, with its legs removed,
the stand hangs next to the sink as a very useful (and still
beautiful) place to hang wet washcloths.

If we can do this, you can too. Taking it up a notch, can you repurpose or up
cycle items to sell or give as gifts? Don’t be afraid to roll up your sleeves and
try! Women everywhere are doing this . . . why not you?

Excerpt  taken from  “Molly’s Money Saving Digest,”  January, 2009.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALL Y

SoutSoutSoutSoutSout h Th Th Th Th T eeeeexxxxxas FIRSas FIRSas FIRSas FIRSas FIRS T LEGO League ChamT LEGO League ChamT LEGO League ChamT LEGO League ChamT LEGO League Cham pionship Tpionship Tpionship Tpionship Tpionship T ourourourourour namentnamentnamentnamentnament
For 9-14 year olds
The Dec 5 event was canceled due to weather and will be rescheduled for Jan or Feb. See website for updates.
Teams from qualifying tournaments held in November will advance to the Championship.
World Festival – Atlanta, GA, April 2010
http://core.tech.uh.edu/2009%20Tournament%20Info_.htm

DisneDisneDisneDisneDisne y Livy Livy Livy Livy Liv eeeee
January 2, 2010,
Additional performance times have been added for Disney Live and forms have been updated.
There are currently 3 different homeschool discounts at Toyota Center in Houston. Seating is subject to
availability. Order Early for Best Seats!
1. Disney Live - Jan 2, 2010 now has times for 12:30pm,  3:30pm and 6:30pm
    Tickets start at $15.  Deadline to purchase  tickets will be December 23, 2009.
2. Harlem Globetrotters - Friday, February 5, 2010 at 7:30PM and Saturday, February 6, 2010 at 1:30 pm.
    Tickets start at $16.5.  Deadline to purchase tickets  will be January 25, 2010.
3. Lipizzaner Stallions - Saturday, February 28, 2010 at  2 p.m. and 6 p.m
    Tickets start at $20.  Deadline to purchase tickets will be February 15, 2010.
To order:
1. Call Courtney Aldrich at 713-758-7577 or
2. Fax your order to 713-758-7555 or
3. Send your completed order form and payment
    to the address listed on the form.
Order forms at:
http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/Toyota.html
Questions:
contact Susan Frederick at sjf@soft.com

AndrAndrAndrAndrAndr eeeeew Pudew Pudew Pudew Pudew Pude wwwwwa comes ta comes ta comes ta comes ta comes t ooooo
San AntSan AntSan AntSan AntSan Ant onioonioonioonioonio
January 6-9, 2010
Institute for Excellence in Writing presents Four
Events with Andrew Pudewa
Where:  Leon Springs Baptist Church

 24133 Boerne Stage Rd.
 San Antonio, TX 78255

To register for any or all of these events, go to:
http://www.excellenceinwriting.com
Link under Events Tab or call (800) 856-5815

Need a place to stay? Motel 6 is nearby
Motel 6 - San Antonio - Fiesta #1208 about 5 miles
from the church. Bring some friends and share!
Located between The Shops at LaCantara  and The
Rim !!

�

�

          The Student’s Guide to…. 

  How to Study Smarter, 

           Not Harder! 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

       

    Joanne E. Juren 

 
Now available at HEP Bookstore 
          $24.95 
    281-922-0472 
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EvEvEvEvEv enings fenings fenings fenings fenings f or Educator Educator Educator Educator Educat ororororor s at MFs at MFs at MFs at MFs at MF AHAHAHAHAH
January 12, 2010
Bright Future: How Korean Artists See the World Today
February 23, 2010
Picturing American Art 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Registration is $5 at the event, and pre-registration is not necessary. For more information, call
   713-639-7590 or e-mail schools@mfah.org.   The Museum of Fine Arts (Houston) http://mfah.org/

ChrChrChrChrChr isisisisis tian Ytian Ytian Ytian Ytian Y outoutoutoutout h Theath Theath Theath Theath Theat er  Prer  Prer  Prer  Prer  Pr esents Seussical, Jr!esents Seussical, Jr!esents Seussical, Jr!esents Seussical, Jr!esents Seussical, Jr!
Jan 15 th , 16 th , 17 th , 23 rd  and 24 th

Come sing, dance and laugh with Horton the Elephant, Gertrude McFuzz, Mayzie LaBird, and, of course, the
amazing Cat in the Hat, as Christian Youth Theater presents Seussical, Jr!   Explore the witty, wild and
whimsical world of Dr. Seuss as you’ve never seen it before.  Travel back to your childhood to the Land of
Whos and the Jungle of Nool and re-discover the delightfully zany characters created by one of the most
beloved storytellers of all time.  Both audiences and critics have been eating Seussical up like Green Eggs and
Ham!  Seussical has been called the “best family musical to hit Broadway in a long, long time!”, and CYT is
bringing it to you!  The production will be at The Nancy Bock Center for the Performing Arts,
3800 S Panther Creek Drive in The Woodlands, and will have shows on January 15 th , 16 th , 17 th , 23 rd  and 24 th .
On Friday, January 15 th , there will be special School Day performances at 9:30 am and 12:00 pm at the
discounted price of $5 per ticket, minimum purchase 20 tickets.  Both Saturday matinee performances are
Family Days and have the special price of $9 per ticket.
For more details go to, www.cythouston.org .
Tickets will be available to purchase online.

HomescHomescHomescHomescHomesc hool Night withool Night withool Night withool Night withool Night wit h th th th th t he Houshe Houshe Houshe Houshe Hous ttttt on Ron Ron Ron Ron R ocococococ kkkkk eeeeetststststs
Jan 18, 2010
Thanks for coming to the Homeschool Night with the
Houston Rockets on Friday, November 6, 2009.  The
Houston Rockets are offering homeschoolers another
opportunity for discount tickets in January when The
Houston Rockets take on the Milwaukee Bucks on
Monday, Jan 18, 2010  at 2pm at Toyota Center,
Houston.  Tickets are subject to availability, so get
your family and friends together and join us for
another great day of Rockets basketball!  This event is
open to all homeschoolers, Friends and Family Mem-
bers. Order your tickets early while supplies last.
Group discount prices:
$15 (upper level, end zone)
$20 (upper level, corner)
$40 (lower level, endzone)
To pre-order tickets:
1. Call Meredith Bland at 713-758-7459 or
2. Fax your order to 713-758-7343 or
3. Send your completed order form and payment to
the address listed on the form.
Order form at:
http://www.jsoft.com/archive/taffie/Rockets.html.
Questions contact Susan Frederick at sjf@jsoft.com
Order today for best seating while supplies last!

WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALL Y CONT.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALL Y CONT.

SCIENSCIENSCIENSCIENSCIEN CE FCE FCE FCE FCE F AIR WAIR WAIR WAIR WAIR W ORKORKORKORKORK SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOP
January 20, 2010
Tomball College Conference Center
Deadline - January 20
Cost - $15 / family
Visit www.texasregionalsciencefair.com  for details and registration information

111114t4t4t4t4t h Annual Museum Educath Annual Museum Educath Annual Museum Educath Annual Museum Educath Annual Museum Educat ororororor s Open Houses Open Houses Open Houses Open Houses Open House
January 23, 2010 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Last year Educators Open House was attended by a record breaking 1,400 plus local teachers, with over 25
museums providing fun & informative presentations helping attendees receive 3 credit hours towards their
teaching degrees. This year we look forward to an even bigger & better event. Get ready!  Registration begins
soon!
http://www.houstonmuseumdistrict.org/

AAAAATTENTION ALL ICTTENTION ALL ICTTENTION ALL ICTTENTION ALL ICTTENTION ALL IC ARE ALARE ALARE ALARE ALARE AL UMNI !UMNI !UMNI !UMNI !UMNI !
January 23, 2010
Join us as we celebrate 25 years of ICARE serving the North Houston area.  We are having lunch in your honor
on January 23, 2010, at 11:00 am, at St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 21434 E. Hardy Road, Houston, TX
77073.  Please RSVP by January 9, 2010 to icareinfo@sbcglobal.net  or 281-728-1949.   It is very important
that we know how many to expect for lunch!   We look forward to you sharing your memories through photo-
graphs, scrapbooks, stories, or any other memorabilia from your time spent with ICARE.  How has ICARE
blessed your life? Come to lunch and share your blessings.

HomescHomescHomescHomescHomesc hool Dahool Dahool Dahool Dahool Da y aty aty aty aty at
ttttt he Houshe Houshe Houshe Houshe Hous ttttt on Zooon Zooon Zooon Zooon Zoo
January 28, 2010
The next Homeschool Day will be  January 28, 2010
and all registration will be online.  In the new year, a
link will be on our website, www.houstonzoo.org/
homeschool,  to register.  Prices will be $7 for chil-
dren 2-11 and $11 for children older than 12 and
adults.  For questions, contact the education dept at
the Houston Zoo
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALL Y CONT.

GETTINGETTINGETTINGETTINGETTIN G READG READG READG READG READ Y FY FY FY FY FOR HIGH SCOR HIGH SCOR HIGH SCOR HIGH SCOR HIGH SC HOOL AND CHOOL AND CHOOL AND CHOOL AND CHOOL AND C OLLEGE SEMINOLLEGE SEMINOLLEGE SEMINOLLEGE SEMINOLLEGE SEMIN ARARARARAR
January 30  — 9am-1pm
Topics include:
· The Four Year Plan
· The High School Transcript
· College Entrance Tests, Requirements
· Dual Credit, Early Admissions, Honors Programs
HEP Bookstore at 11665 Fuqua, STE A-100   281-922-0472
Cost:  $35 per adult
(7-12 th  grade students free with paying parent)
Reservations with payment required
Presented by:  Joanne E. Juren, B.A., M. Ed.
Book/Transcript CD - $29.95 - will be for sale on this day!

SCIENSCIENSCIENSCIENSCIEN CE FCE FCE FCE FCE F AIR WAIR WAIR WAIR WAIR W ORKORKORKORKORK SHOPSHOPSHOPSHOPSHOP
January 30, 2010
Have you wanted to participate in a science fair, but were worried you would not know what to do?  Maybe
you were concerned that when you got there it would not look right.  Perhaps you have participated and you
want to bump the project up a notch.  Rest easy!  There is help.  Karen Garza, coordinator of the Texas
Regional Science Fair, is presenting a hands-on  workshop on science fairs to get you and your students
prepared.  There will even be past student display boards set up to get ideas from.  It is set for Saturday,
January 30, 2010 from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm at Tomball College Beckendorf Conference Center.  This forum is
set up for students K-12 th  and their parents. It would be helpful if arrangements were made for younger
children.  Nursing babies are welcome.
Topics to be covered are:
 9:00 – 10:00 am – Project Brainstorming
10:15 – 11:15 am – Now What?
11:30 – 12:30 am – Board Design & Interview Tips
12:30  –  1:30 pm - Lunch (pre-paid) – Q&A +Networking
The fee for the workshop is $15 per family to cover teach-
ing materials and handouts.  The last session time is for
finishing and developing in greater detail any of the areas
presented in each session, Q&A, and lunch.  This time
frame is optional.   Pre-paid lunch of Chick-fil-A and drink
is $8.50 per person.  You can also bring your lunch.
Deadline to receive registration is January 20 , so make
sure to mail your registration no later than January 18.
After this date it is late registration , which is $20 and will
need to be received no later than January 27.  For more
information or to register, please contact Karen Garza at
281-370-6222.
For up to date information visit:
www.texasregionalsciencefair.com
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HEARHEARHEARHEARHEAR T of TT of TT of TT of TT of T eeeeexxxxxas Ras Ras Ras Ras R egional Collegegional Collegegional Collegegional Collegegional Colleg e Nighte Nighte Nighte Nighte Night
February 2, 2010
Location: Grapevine (DFW)
7pm-9pm (speaking sessions start at 6pm)
Grapevine Convention Center
1209 S. Main Street
Grapevine, TX 76051
Stay tuned for more details on our website
This is a great opportunity to meet with various college representatives who are looking to enlist the aca-
demic prowess of our students.
HEART of Texas:  http://www.heartoftex.org/

Mom HearMom HearMom HearMom HearMom Hear t Conft Conft Conft Conft Conf ererererer enceenceenceenceence
February 26-27, 2010
Location: Irving (DFW)
The Dallas Marriott Las Colinas
223 West Las Colinas Boulevard
(formerly known as The WholeHearted Mother Conference)
2010 Conference Theme: You...Renewed!  Renewing Your Mom Heart for a New Start.
A two-day hotel conference and getaway designed especially for Christian mothers, now in its 12th year of
ministering to moms. When the cultural ground is shifting, there’s no better time to renew your heart for a
new start with God. Sally will strengthen and encourage your heart to rise to the task of raising wholehearted
children for Christ at home. Elizabeth Smith and Sarah
Clarkson will share heart-renewing messages, and a
special Panel Discussion will discuss the Mom Heart
Ministry vision. The conference includes practical
workshops, inspirational worship, a seated banquet
luncheon, book tables, and more.
Early Registration: By January 29, $89.00
Regular Registration: After January 29, $99.00
Note: Conference Registration does not include a hotel
room. Hotel Rates: $83.00/night (flat rate)
Rate Cutoff: February 12, 2010 (subject to availability
after 02/12)
The Mom Heart Conference: http://
www.wholeheart.org/
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List of Home School resources available for sale by Belinda Ellis (NW Houston)

· Percent protractor – never used – still in pkg.  Creates circle graphs and teaches percentages.
Can be used with an overhead projector.  $1.50

· Inside Strategies for the SAT1 (copyright 1994) – great practice for math and verbal.
Excellent condition.  $2.00

· A Beka Government and Economics (copyright 1995).  Good condition.  $3.00
· Bob Jones Geography for Christian Schools.  Student hardcover and Teacher’s Manual in binder.

(copyright 1987)  Very good condition.  Set:  $9.00
· Saxon Algebra I – hardcover – includes answer manual.  (copyright 1991)  Very good condition.

$8.00
· Algebra: A Complete Course by VideoText Interactive – Modules A, B, and C in VHS format with

Student and Teacher Manuals.  $15.00
· Geography Studies and Projects for Western Hemisphere by A Beka Books.  (copyright 1995)

Excellent condition.  $2.00
· Daily Grams (copyright 1987)  Good Condition. $4.00
· Learning Basic Skills with the US Constitution (Weekly Reader Skills Book).  Includes a reproduction of

the Constitution.  $2.00
· Economics (A Bluestocking Guide – based on Whatever Happened to Penny Candy)  (copyright 1998)

Excellent condition.  Soft cover.  $7.00
· Artes Latinae Latin Level I Course.  Purchased around 1997.  Various copyright dates on books in set.

Excellent condition.  $10.00 (great deal)
· To Kill a Mockingbird Study Guide by Progeny Press.  Excellent condition.  $4.00
· Cd Sourcebook of American History for Macintosh and Windows (Version 3.0).

Still in wrapper.  $5.00
· 3-D Puzzle of St. Basil’s Cathedral by Wrebbit, 20" high constructed, 708 pieces – magnificent colors

– never constructed.  Originally paid $60.  Selling for $12.00.

Belinda Ellis,  281-785-8291  (email: Belinda@scorefx.com )

HHHHHOMESCOMESCOMESCOMESCOMESC HOOLHOOLHOOLHOOLHOOL  C C C C CURRICULURRICULURRICULURRICULURRICUL UMUMUMUMUM  F F F F FOROROROROR  S S S S SALEALEALEALEALE

Southeast Texas Home School Association (SETHSA) is a volunteer, non-profit 501(c)3 organization committed to ministering to
home schoolers in the southeast area of Texas. We receive over 4000 phone calls per year in which we inform and encourage new
and veteran home educators.  SETHSA  provides central communication through our monthly newsletter The Teaching Pioneer
as well as on the  web, which contains information on legal updates, local news and activities.  SETHSA hosts an annual conference
each year with more than 50 workshops and over 100 vendors, as well as sponsoring Bees, reading incentive programs, homeschool
days, and much more.

Individual subscriptions to The Teaching Pioneer are available.  Contact SETHSA via e-mail or phone to find out more information.

Your financial contributions help SETHSA better minister to the homeschool community and are tax deductible.   For more
information or suggestions, e-mail, call, or write to:

SETHSA
10592 - A  Fuqua #503                          Houston, Texas 77089
Service 281-756-9792                            Fax  281-756-8199

web page:  http://www.sethsa.org             e-mail:  staff@sethsa.org

Submissions to The Teaching Pioneer  are accepted  and must be received electronically or in writing by the 15th of the preceding
month.  The newsletter is sent electronically on or before the  30th of each month.  SETHSA  reserves the right to edit articles for
content and length.  Articles and reviews do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the SETHSA board or it’s members.  E-mail all
articles to publisher@sethsa.org.
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