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HOMESCHOOL WINNERS
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THSC NEWS

Texas Home School Coalition

Military Home School Grads
and Home School Dads

Pray for Our Troops!

Many of our brave men and women who serve in our military are from Texas, and many are home schoolers.
If you have a loved one in the military who has a story or prayer request that you would like to see posted, please send
accounts and/or pictures to review@thsc.org .

Jerry W. Roland, homeschooled in Conroe all of his life, graduated from West Point Military Academy in May of 2005
and

received his commissioning as a 2nd lieutenant in the United States Army. His class motto was "Keeping Freedom
Alive, the Class of 2005." He has fulfilled this motto with two deployments to Iraq in 2006 and 2008. Currently, he is a
captain and serves as Rear Detachment Commander 1st Battalion, 67th Armor Regiment 2 BCT, 4th Infantry Division
(M) Fort Carson, Colorado.

Stephen James Marsh graduated from The Vineyard Homeschool Academy in January 2008. He then enlisted in the
U. S. Air Force and graduated from Basic in September 2008. He is currently serving at Tyndall Air Force Base in
Panama City, Florida on the support staff for the F-22.

Aaron Clay of Plano graduated from Army basic training in June of 2008. He currently serves in South Korea. Since
serving in Korea, he has earned an Army Achievement medal for his contributions to the Key Resolve exercise, a
Certificate of Achievement for physical training, and a Letter of Commendation from the mayor of Songnam, Korea,
for volunteering to teach English. Recently he earned his Expert Infantry Badge. Aaron’s family is extremely proud of
his achievements and his desire to serve his country.

Stephen Nelson graduated from Ripples of Knowledge Homeschool Academy in Coleman County on September 1,
2007. He shipped off for basic training later that month. He is currently scheduled to leave for Iraq August 1, 2008.

Ryan J. Brankin and 221 others graduated with their degrees as well as commissions as ensigns in the United States
Coast Guard. Ryan now will serve two years aboard the "Thetis," a 270" “Famous” class cutter, whose primary
missions are law enforcement, search and rescue, homeland security, and national defense in Key West. The 222
number is significantly down from the 311 who entered as the class of 2008 four years ago. The high attrition rate
shows just how hard it is to make it through four years of the Coast Guard Academy, with its extremely difficult
academic, military, and community service requirements. This semester Ryan had a 3.3 average and Honors in his
Intel class, even while being peer-selected to serve as the Foxtrot Company Commander and continuing his volunteer
commitments.

In fact, for Ryan this year, the Academy created a special first-time award called "Selfless Service," which
acknowledged the 350 community service hours he racked up over his four years. Spending few weekends actually
at the Academy (like...studying!), he volunteered instead in the community, either with the Mystic Ambulance crew
(working as an EMT) and/or at the Mystic Aquarium (as a scuba diver maintaining the large marine mammal tanks,
and also setting up a program for other cadets to likewise volunteer at the Aquarium. The small, extremely select
Coast Guard Academy is the military arm of the Department of Homeland Defense.
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Stephen Gordon, homeschooled all his life, graduated May, 2007. He joined the Naval Reserves, graduated boot camp
in January, 2008, and graduated A-School for the Sea Bees in April, 2008. He is stationed in Fort Worth.

MK3 Matthew Brazzel is now serving on the USCG “Harriet Lane,” out of Portsmouth, Virginia. He has been in the
Coast Guard a little over two years. He and his wife Amanda are home school graduates.

PFC Jacob Kohan is currently stationed in Korea.

Cpl. Matthew Hurley is currently serving our country as a U.S. Marine in the HQ Battalion, with top security
clearance. He spent a year in Iraq and is now safely back at Camp LeJeune, North Carolina. Matthew was
homeschooled for eleven years.

Airman Evan D. Parker graduated from basic training on April 18 as the Dorm Chief in his squadron. He is currently
training at Sheppard Air Force Base in Wichita Falls on the F-16 Jet Propulsion Team. Mom’s quote: “The moment |
knew that God had taken my boy and grown him into a man was at graduation when he was tempted by a friend to break
one of the restrictions ‘because no one would know’ and he responded that it was a matter of integrity; you follow the
rules set before you even if you ‘can’t get caught.’ | am thankful and proud that my son is protecting his family and coun-
try.”

Ryan and Joshua Zimmerer , both graduates of Red River Christian Home School in Gainesville, Texas, are currently
serving in the United States Marine Corps. Ryan graduated in 2006 and Joshua in 2007. Both are former Cooke County
4-H Gold Star recipients and attended community college before enlisting.

SGT. Roy C. Walters is a 2001 California home school graduate with deep, Texas family roots. Roy enlisted into the
United States Army in November 2003, and received his training to be a combat medic. He deployed in March 2007, for
four months and then again later that year in November for fifteen months. He is currently stationed in Iraq doing the
Lord's will for his life and seeing the glory thatis in it. Roy has received the Bronze Star and Combat Medical

Badge from his last deployment for performing outstanding medical attention to fellow soldiers. Our soldiers have been
through experiences that most people can't even imagine so please pray continually for all of them overseas. Roy loves
to receive mail and enjoys writing everyone back, so please feel free to send some encouragement his way.

Sgt. Walters can receive mail at the following address:

SGT. WALTERS, ROY C.

A troop, 3/89 Cav, 4th Brigade, 10th Mtn. Div.

FOB Loyalty

APO AE 09390

Lt. Col Les Ball is an Air Force Reservist serving as an individual augmentee with the 101st Airborne Division

(Air Assault) in Afghanistan. He enlisted in the Air Force in 1984 and was commissioned as an officer in 1989 after
completing Air Force ROTC at Texas Tech University. He and his wife live in Lubbock and have seven children whom
they have been homeschooling for eleven years.

Staff Sergeant Robert Haley is currently deployed until mid- to late-September. (Security precludes giving more
information.) He has already missed Easter, Mother's Day, and will miss his wedding anniversary, Father’s Day, his
eleven-year anniversary in the Air Force, and several new things in his young baby’s life. She was born February 20.
The family’s two young home schooled boys (8 and 6 years old) miss him terribly.

Lt.Paul Hyder is a home school dad serving in Iraq. The Hyders are a U.S. Navy family that has been called to full-time
ministry. Paul is currently a U.S. Navy Chaplain.
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HOMESCHOOL OPPORTUNITIES

TRUE TEXAS WOMEN
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Pearl Fincher Museum of Fine Arts 2010 Student Art Contest
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PLEASE CONTACT THE PRIVATE SCHOOL/HOME SCHOOL CONTA CT, SHARON COFRAN,
AT 713.594.1587 OR BY EMAIL AT sregcofran@comcast.net
WHEN MAKING EMAIL RESERVATIONS, PLEASE TYPE IN THE SUBJECT LINE, “PEARL
STUDENT ART CONTEST.”
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"WE BUY and SELL
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

HOMESCHOOL THEATER DISCOUNTS
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EXPLORE UT AUSTIN
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ROBOFEST - FOR 5TH-12TH GRADE STUDENTS
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SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING FAIR

66 $A>)$
5
#+ (
) (
>+ ?
<
c (
6 C

HEP Bookstore

is proud to announce the
opening of its new

DRIVER ED IN A BOX Retail Store

OF HOUSTON 11665 Fuqua, STE 301
# 66A6:& /767 Houston, TX 77034
% 5 281-484-7755
62 |/ /
$1 Opening February 1, 2010
4 5
9. $ - .2 $% We are the “official” Driver Ed in a Box Retail Stofor Texas!
Visit our booth at the summer conference!
The Katy Mills store has closed!
See HEP Bookstore for Driver Ed in a Box!
March 2010




WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

HOUSTON 200 HOMESCHOOL WILD WINKS
# 6/&/767& ,(, 6:&/767

Q ) )] Q
+& # 6/& /767 +& |, 6:&1767 G"$
(1 + 10
' )9 ", "G (- -#$ -HIII6
( "$
Q R

KVPAC'S SPRING BREAK CAMPS!
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FIRST DALLAS REGIONAL FRC ROBOTICS
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2009 SEASON FIRST TECH

CHALLENGE AKA HOTSHOT!
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

TEXAS’ JUNIOR DUCK STAMP (JDS) ART COMPETITION .
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TEXAS A&M’'S VETERINARY SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

, +&E # 1081767 @ $K8)$ Horizons

o Education
R Centerx

It's time to register to take the Stanford

L, - Achievement Test at
> Horizons Education Center!
2 Testing dates are the week of May 24-28.
) NR ( Deadline to register is April 1.
)9--"#4%$ $, ") "

Check out the website for

more information!
www. horizonseducationcenter.com

281-320-8444

March 2010 10



WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

SCRIPPS' REGIONAL QUALIFYING SPELLING BEE
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TEXAS REGIONAL SCIENCE FAIR
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KVPAC ARTS FOR ALL! FAMILY FESTIVAL
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HOMESCHOOL DAY AT BOB BULLOCK TEXAS HISTORY MUSEUM
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

HOUSTON ROCKETS SPORTS CAREER DAY
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SPACE CENTER HOUSTON - HOMESCHOOL EVENTS
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

CAREERS IN SPORTS PRESENTATION
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM OF HOUSTON HOMESCHOOL DAY
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BEST NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
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HOUSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY BOOK SALE
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

CHRISTIAN YOUTH THEATER
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SPRING HOMESCHOOL SEMI-FORMAL EVENT
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

2010 TEXAS STATE HOMESCHOOL TRACK & FIELD CHAMPIONS HIP
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WHAT’S HAPPENING LOCALLY

SCARBOROUGH FAIRE STUDENT DAYS
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Southeast Texas Home School Association (SETHSA)islunteer, non-profit 501(c)3 organization comteai to
ministering to home schoolers in the southeastaff@axas. We receive over 4000 phone calls peripeahich we inform and
encourage new and veteran home educators. SETPS#Ales central communication through our montteysletterThe
Teaching Pioneeas well as on the web, which contains informatioregal updates, local news and activities. SETHBsts
an annual conference each year with more than $ksivops and over 100 vendors, as well as sponsBeeg, reading incen-
tive programs, homeschool days, and much more.

Individual subscriptions tdhe Teaching Pioneare available.
Contact SETHSA via e-mail or phone to find out miofermation.

Your financial contributions help SETHSA better istar to the homeschool community and are tax dédlac
For more information or suggestions, e-mail, aalyvrite to:

SETHSA
10592 - A Fuqua #503 Houston, Texas 77089
Service 281-756-9792 Fax 281-756-8199
web pagehttp://www.sethsa.org e-mail: staff@sethsa.org

Submissions tdhe Teaching Pioneare accepted and must be received electronicalty writing by the 15th of the preceding
month. The newsletter is sent electronically obefore the 30th of each month. SETHSA reservesigh¢to edit articles for
content and length. Articles and reviews do noessarily reflect the opinions of the SETHSA boarit’s members. E-mail all

articles topublisher@sethsa.arg
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March 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Explore UT Austin
Robofest
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Science and Science and Science and
Engineering Fair Engineering Fair Engineering Fair
Houston Zoo Wild
Winks
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
KVPAC Spring 1st Dallas Robotics 1st Dallas Robotics 1st Dallas Robotics
Break Camp
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
FTC Championship TX Jr. Duck Stamp Robofest
Art Competition TAM Vet Sch Opn Hse
Regional Spelling Bee
TX Regional Sci. Fair
KVPAC Art Festival
28 29 30 31

TX History Museum

Hou Rockets Career

Day

MFAH Evenings for
Educators

Space Ctr Hou

Exploration Academ

To turn calendar click “View” on your toolbar, th&Rotate View” and “Counterclockwise”.
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